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NATURE PEI - NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
P.O. BOX 2346, CHARLOTTETOWN, P.E.I. C1A 8C1

Meetings are held of the first Tuesday of the month from October to June at 7:30 p.m. at Beaconsfield’s Carriage
House, corner of West and Kent Street in Charlottetown.  Each meeting commences with a brief business
meeting followed by a nutrition break and our guest speaker.  Members and non-members are welcome.  

Membership is open to anyone interested in the natural history of Prince Edward Island.  Membership is available
at any meeting or by contacting the Treasurer at P.O. Box 2346, Charlottetown PE C1A 8C1.  Annual membership
is $20 and renewals are due in January.  Multi-year renewals are $20 per year for which you wish to renew. 
Membership expiry dates are shown in the top right hand corner of the mailing label or by a notice provided to
those receiving electronic newsletters.

The Society is directed by a volunteer Executive elected from its members.
2014 Executive:

President ........................................................Rosemary Curley, Stratford 569-1209 rcurleypei@eastlink.ca 
Vice-President  .......................................................................Vacant ...........................................................
Past President ................................... ...............Ian Scott, Charlottetown 892-5796 scotts@pei.sympatico.ca
Secretary ........................................Bonnie McOrmond, Charlottetown 628-6994 bcmcormond@eastlink.ca
Treasurer ........................................................Don Jardine, Winsloe South 368-2549 dejardine@eastlink.ca
Director-  Program & Publicity .........................Diane Griffin, Stratford 569-2343 dianegriffin@eastlink.ca
Director - Field Trips ........................Ron Arvidson, South Melville  658-2566 arvidson@pei.sympatico.ca
Newsletter Editor........................................Dan McAskill, Donagh 569-4351 jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca 

NEWSLETTERS are normally published quarterly and are available in Acrobat Reader colour format via E-mail
or in black & white hard copy delivered by mail.  Hard copies are printed on recycled paper.  Articles, notes,
reports, drawings, bird sightings, plant records, pictures, etc. are welcomed from members and non-members.  If
you have seen anything unusual, please share it with us.  It is important to have your nature observations recorded
so that others may learn from them.  All contributions should be sent by mail to Dan McAskill, Newsletter Editor,
Nature PEI (NHSPEI), 368 Brazel Road, Donagh, P.E.I. C1B 0T9 or via E-mail to jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca 
The next deadline for articles, sightings, or other newsletter information is March 6, 2014.

Illustrations/Pictures:  The Society extends a special thanks to Greg Feetham, Don Jardine, Troy McMullin, Dale
Murchison,  Nature PEI, and John te Raa, and for their photographs and illustrations in this issue.

Reprinting:  Editors of other newsletters and teachers wishing to copy classroom materials are welcome to reprint
articles from the Island Naturalist (except when copyrighted).  Due acknowledgment must be provided to the Island
Naturalist, the author and illustrator.

Web page:  www.NaturePEI.ca  Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/NaturePEI 

Nature PEI gratefully acknowledges support from the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
which enables distribution of newsletters to schools and libraries desiring it.  The Society has representation on the
board of the Island Nature Trust.  The Society is a registered, non-profit organization (Part 2, Companies Act).  Tax
receipts are issued for donations to the Society and these funds are used to further the work of the Society.

Cover Illustration:
Many Islanders will know the Old Man’s Beard (Usnea longissima) lichen.  This image captured on PEI by

Troy McMullin is of an unusually long specimen found during recent surveys of rare lichens (see article on page 4). 
The Parula Warbler nests in thick clumps of Old Man’s Beard an unusually long specimen for eastern North
America.
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NATURE PEI NEWS:

The Nature PEI Executive Council has had an active autumn and early winter season. Rosemary Curley
arranged for presentations on Lyme Disease in conjunction with PEI Dept Agriculture and Forestry and Atlantic
Veterinary College, both taking place on Sept 25th. The Society provided ~$100 to assist with travel costs for Dr
Vett Lloyd of Mt A. (See Tick Talk article in this issue of the Island Naturalist). The Nomination Committee was
established with Ian Scott, Rosemary Curley and Diane Griffin agreeing to serve on it

The Society has continued discussions with Dr. David Keenlyside of the PEI Museum and Heritage
Foundation regarding the development of a Rare Bird Display at Eptek Centre, the development of an Island
Magazine nature anthology of natural history articles from the Island Magazine, and the development of a natural
history museum for PEI. The museum has advised that the anthology is a non-priority item due to lack of funding.
In addition to these initiatives, the Society prepared a nomination for a worthy candidate for the PEI Museum and
Heritage Foundation’s Natural Heritage Award which will be presented in February, 2015.

The success of the Wildlife Conservation Fund license plate series has been astounding with tens of
thousands in new money being dedicated to wildlife conservation projects on PEI. While many of the licenses have
been purchased by anglers, hunters, and trappers, many have been purchased by those who do not pursue or no
longer pursue these activities. As there is a pressing need to address a wider scope of conservation projects, Nature
PEI wrote to the Wildlife Conservation Fund Committee requesting a broader representation on the committee. As
a result, a new biodiversity representative position has been established with Diane Griffin the successful candidate
. The Society nominated Rosemary Curley as a non-consumptive representative for the Committee, however, Beth
Hoar was selected in the position.

Nature PEI wrote the Minister of Environment, Labour and Justice asking for reinstatement of the natural
area designation just west of Crowbush Golf Course and a response was received saying it might be designated if
Minister Janice Sherry agrees. This information was forwarded to the Forests Fish and Wildlife Division for action.

On behalf of Nature PEI, Rosemary Curley met with PEI National Park staff in November to provide
comments on the proposed green space development plan for Cavendish Grove. On behalf of Island naturalists, the
Society sent a letter to Eleanor Fast, the new Executive Director of Nature Canada, welcoming her.

Dan McAskill and Rosemary Curley met with Mark Leggott and Donald Moses to pursue a Biodiversity
Web site at UPEI. As part of this project, UPEI has commenced the digitization of all 213 issues of the Society’s
newsletters. Once completed, this project will allow the entire set of newsletters to be searched for species records,
articles and other information that was included in the various newsletters.

The Membership Committee has completed work on a new
brochure and has prepared draft letters for a membership campaign. It is
anticipated that the membership campaign will commence this winter. To
support this initiative, the Society has established electronic banking and
opened a PayPal account in November to receive credit card payments for
memberships and donations.

Work is underway to obtain a legal interpretation of necessary constitutional changes regarding the use of
the Nature PEI and banking requirements.

Troy McMullin has completed the rare lichen surveys for PEI and a copy of his preliminary survey results
is included in this issue of the Island Naturalist. This project was supported with money from the Society’s funds as
well as a grant from the Wildlife Conservation Fund and monies from the University of Guelph Herbarium,
Province of PEI and Nature Conservancy of Canada.

A new native plants group was established within Nature PEI and Julie Vasseur created a new Facebook
site for the group. It can be reached via our website or by going to
https://www.facebook.com/naturepeinativeplantgroup/timeline 

Society members coordinated and participated in four Christmas Bird Counts, East Point, PEI National
Park, Hillsborough, and Montague.

Recently, the UPEI Climate Research Lab initiated the development of a Climate Diary to facilitate the
collection of observations on weather and natural history events e.g. flowering dates.  They requested Nature PEI
Executive members to review it and to provide suggestions on ways to improve it.  These contributions will be
recognized by the inclusion of the Nature PEI logo.  Besides the work outlined above, Nature PEI is working on the
need for a bird research group, the PEI Invasive Species Council, and Dutch elm disease in urban localities. 
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Yellow Specklebelly

Photo by Troy McMullin

LICHEN-LADEN LANDS OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND REVISITED: Source: Nature PEI Dec. 19 2014

Who knew lichenologists have been visiting Prince Edward Island?  Late September and early October was
a fruitful time for Dr. Troy McMullin, and his lichen technician, Rachel Deloughery.  The team spent nearly three
weeks exploring 63 wild and not so wild habitats looking for expected species still missing from the Island lichen
list.  With some surprising detections and some fairly ordinary finds, they were able to add 65 species to the list of
256 species published in 2012, including pollution-tolerant lichens in downtown Charlottetown and rare species
from places such as the Southampton Wildlife Management Area, Townshend Woodlot Natural Area, Nature

Conservancy of Canada's North Enmore Nature Reserve, and Pleasant
View Cedars Natural Area.  Forty-five new county records were
discovered in addition to the new Island records.  Some of the new
species to the island are relatively large and spectacular, such as yellow
specklebelly (Pseudocyphellaria perpetua), while others are minute and
inconspicuous, such as Sclerophora amabilis (there is no common
name), which is known from less than 10 collections throughout North
America.   

Lichens are just one of many groups of species that are
understudied in the province and the current project certainly expanded
the appreciation of important woodland habitats for lichens.  “If there is
one thing to stress about woodland lichen species, it is that they are very
much dependent on older forests” said Dr. McMullin.  “Even though the
forests have been cut several times on the Island, there are still forest
fragments that are rich in older trees and rich in lichens.  These are
important refugia for species that will colonize newer forests”.   Lichens
are indicators of woodland diversity and add complexity to those
communities.   This type of information points to which woodlands are
worthy of protection as the province continues to strive toward setting
aside the best examples of biodiversity.  One interesting woodland lichen
discovered on the Island is a species of Old Man's Beard, Usnea
longissima, an unusually long specimen for eastern North America.  This
species was the original Christmas tree tinsel.

In the Dingwells Mills Wildlife Management Area, Dr.
McMullin slogged into an out- of-the-way black spruce stand finding several lichens new to PEI and ones that
ordinarily grow quite a bit further north.  That area is now noted as an extra valuable habitat within the protected
area.   Furthermore, in the Percival Bay area in western PEI, the team explored a site targeted for protection by the
Nature Conservancy of Canada.  Dr. McMullin was able to identify many sensitive lichens that are new to the
Island, including a truly rare species, Sclerophora amabilis.  This further emphasizes the importance of why this
area should be conserved. 

The future of many lichen species on PEI may be difficult; a drier climate, for instance, may limit some
species and cause others to disappear.  Battering storms bearing salty ocean air may “do in” other coastal species. 
Airborne pollution is also unfavourable for most lichens.  The lichen project establishes a baseline of information
against which ecological changes can be described and measured. 

Many agencies and people believed in the value of this work and thus provided support, including the
University of Guelph Herbarium, Province of PEI, Nancy Ironside, Nature Conservancy of Canada, Nature PEI,
and the Prince Edward Island Wildlife Conservation Fund.   Final results are now being compiled for publication.

NEW RECORDS OF FRAGILE FORKTAIL DAMSELFLY FOR PEI:         By Robert W. Harding

The Fragile Forktail (Ischnura posita (Odonata: Coenagrionidae)) is one of the smallest of the damselflies
and dragonflies to be found in our region. This tiny damselfly, at 21 – 29 mm long, is mostly shiny black with two
bright green stripes on the back of its thorax that resemble exclamation marks. The Fragile Forktail is so cryptic
that its presence is often only given away when these tiny green markings are seen moving slowly through the
cattails. 

4



Adam Fenech (on right) receiving

Murray Pinchuk Community Builder

Award from

 Vahid Ghomashchi

Forktails are so named because of a very tiny forked projection at the end of the male’s abdomen. They are
generally weak fliers and are usually found hidden in dense vegetation near water. Until recently, the Fragile
Forktail had not been found on Prince Edward Island, in spite of considerable collecting effort in the appropriate
habitat over the past number of years.

The Fragile Forktail was first found in PEI by my son, Clayton, and I on June 13, 2009 in eastern Kings
County, in a flooded ditch along the East Tarantum Road, feeding into the Lakeville Creek watershed. On a
subsequent trip the following summer, beavers had completely flooded the area and none were seen at that site.
They were, however, in abundance just a short distance up the road, again in a flooded roadside ditch heavy with
cattails. We encountered the Fragile Forktail again this past summer, on August 13, 2014, where Clark’s Creek
crosses the McGuirk Road in Watervale, Queens County. It was apparent that road work had recently been
completed at this site, which included a new culvert, perhaps as part of a restoration project of fish habitat. 

The Fragile Forktail ranges from Mexico and Guatemala in the south, west to Oklahoma and Texas, and as
far north as the Great Lakes, across the eastern US, and into southern Ontario and southern Quebec. In the
Maritimes, it has been found in the southern half of New Brunswick and across Nova Scotia including parts of
Cape Breton. Therefore, these PEI records represent a northeastern extension of its known range.

The number of dragonfly species found in PEI now stands at 72. When the Atlantic Dragonfly Inventory
Program (ADIP) was established twenty years ago, the PEI list stood at 49. Besides the efforts of individual
volunteers, surveys conducted by the provincial Fish and Wildlife Section, UPEI, and Parks Canada have
contributed significant records to ADIP over the years, enhancing the knowledge of dragonflies and damselflies in
the region. This in turn contributes to a greater understanding of PEI’s biodiversity so that informed decisions can
be made moving forward.

NEWS FROM ABOUT:          Compiled by Dan McAskill

About 200 people attended the Island Nature Trust’s “A Night for Nature” on October 24th at the Prince
Edward Island Brewing Company.  It was a fun evening with lots of chances to socialize with like-minded people
while partaking in appetizing tidbits, competing in the scavenger hunt, or sharing your favorite beverage.  It was of
course a fund raiser for conservation so there were raffles, silent auctions, and door prizes!  The monies raised will
be used to conserve natural areas on PEI. (Adapted from Island Nature Trust Update November 2014, #127)   

Congratulations go out to Dr. Adam Fenech of the UPEI Climate
Research Lab who won the People’s Choice Award on October 3rd, 2014
in the Communicating Coastal Risk and Resilience category of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s (MIT’s) Climate CoLab annual
contest based at the Centre for Collective Intelligence for The World
According to CLIVE (Coastal Impact Visualization Environment).  In
addition to this award, on November 7th, 2014, Adam received the Second
Annual Murray Pinchuk Community Builder Award from Prince Edward
Island Association of Planners for CLIVE. (Adapted from PEIAP
November Press Release &  information from UPEI Climate Research
Lab)

CBC’s Land & Sea held its world broadcast premiere of “Birds at
Risk” on December 7, 2014.  This new television documentary features a
number of at-risk species and the people and programs dedicated to their
recovery.  It was produced by Tell Tale Productions and CBC Television. 
The documentary includes two Bird Studies Canada initiatives, its NS Piping Plover Conservation Program led by
Sue Abbott and its Aerial Insectivore Conservation Program led by Holly Lightfoot. This program can be accessed
on CBC’s website.  (Adapted from Bird Studies Canada’s Latest News, Dec. 12, 2014)

Congratulation go out to Bird Studies Canada on its receipt of a 2014 Grand River Watershed Award from
the Grand River Conservation Authority in Ontario.  The award was presented to BSC for its work and that of its
thousands of citizen scientists who have contributed hundreds of thousands of important bird observations from the
watershed. These results feed directly into conservation planning, at scales from individual properties right up to
the entire watershed, leading to direct benefits for maintaining populations of a long list of bird species. (Adapted
from Bird Studies Canada’s Latest News, October 27, 2014)
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TICKS ON PEI:        by Rosemary Curley

Need to know about ticks? An evening presentation “Tick Talk: The threat of Lyme disease in PEI” took
place on Thursday September 25, 2014 at the Atlantic Veterinary College (AVC), sponsored by Nature PEI and
AVC as part of the AVC Community Workshop Series. 

Special guest speaker Dr. Vett Lloyd of the Department of Biology, Mount Allison University, explained
the life cycle of ticks and the stages of feeding on mammals such as humans and pets. The black-legged tick is the
common transmitter of Lyme borreliosis, commonly known as Lyme disease, the most common tick-vectored
disease in humans in North America and an emerging disease of the Maritimes. The agent of infection is the
spirocheate bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi, and other strains and genospecies of Borrelia have also been
documented in the United States and Canada. Testing for Lyme disease is based on detection of antibodies to
extracts of a strain of Borrelia burgdorferi. The best known tick hosts, white-tailed deer and the white-footed
mouse, are absent from PEI, but migratory birds bring the ticks with them and there are other small mammals that
are suitable hosts. Ticks arriving on birds can survive for months or years. They are most active during spring and
fall–a spring tick has likely overwintered. Whether or not the black-legged tick actually reproduces on PEI depends
on the density of the ticks and how far they have to go to find a mate.

To prevent ticks from attaching, avoid tick habitats like long grass and bushes, pull socks over pant legs
when in tick country and check daily for ticks on both pets and humans from spring to fall. Antibiotic treatment
soon after a tick has been removed is a common approach to Lyme disease prevention in the USA. 

Dr. Barb Horney, Department of Pathology and Microbiology, AVC, spoke about the symptoms of Lyme
disease, how it is transmitted, treatments available, and prevention for people and pets. Cats are not usually affected
and the few dogs that are symptomatic tend to be tired for a few days and may have short-lived lameness.
Occasionally, kidney disease can be associated with Lyme disease in dogs. The first black-legged ticks were
collected in PEI in 1989. Dr. Horney’s presentation included a graph showing the increasing incidence of dogs in
PEI testing seropositive for exposure to the bacteria Borrelia burgdorferi. These dogs had not vacationed out-of-
province.

Corinne Rowswell from the PEI Office of Public Health noted that if a tick is attached to a family member
or pet, it should be carefully removed with head intact (grasp the tick with a pair of tweezers near to the skin and
gently and steadily pull it off) and give the specimen to a doctor to be sent for identification.

What I took from the workshop: Increasing exposure of dogs to tick bites may mean that ticks are slowly
building in numbers in PEI. The bad news is that there appear to be enough ticks arriving via migratory birds so
that naturalists and outdoor enthusiasts should acknowledge the possibility that they may host a tick carrying the
bacteria Borrelia burgdorferi. Also, the ticks are quite common in neighbouring provinces and Islanders should be
especially alert when visiting there. The good news is that Dr Lloyd has agreed to come back another year to speak
to Nature PEI and report on her ongoing research on ticks in the Maritimes. 

AN OSPREY NEST SAGA: By John te Raa

Here is a recap of the three Osprey nests at/near the Rustico Golf Course. This year I wanted to catch the
last day that the chicks were on the nest.

Nest #1 Arrival April 14, raised one chick. Last seen on nest Sept.9.
Nest #2 Arrival April 14, raised three chicks. Last seen on nest Sept. 25
Nest #3 Arrival after April 14 before April 21. raised two chicks. Last seen on nest Sept. 15.

Looking at older arrival data.

Nest #1 
2012 April 15, not successful raising young
2013 April 17, not successful raising young.
2014 April 14, raised one young.
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Nest #2 
2012 April 15, raised two young
2013 April 14, raised two young.
2014 April 14, raised three young.

Nest #3
2012 April 15, unsuccessful
2013 unknown, unsuccessful.
2014 between 14 & 21. raised two young.

What is interesting is that #1 and # 3 are man made platforms. The Ospreys haul in very little, if any, nesting
material. Their success rate is poor.  Nest #2 is on a pole and the Ospreys build up the nest every year.  This nest is 
very successful.

MARITIMES BUTTERFLY ATLAS FIELD COLLECTIONS END: By John Klymko

The butterfly season has finished. The end of the 2014 field season marks an important milestone for the
Maritimes Butterfly Atlas – the end of the field portion of the project!

Over the past five seasons (2010-2014) atlassers have made an enormous effort to catalogue our butterflies.
So far over 20,000 records have been submitted by more than 350 volunteers, and once all the 2014 data is
tabulated the number of records will likely exceed 25,000. There have been numerous highlights during the course
of the Atlas. Three species new to the Maritimes were recorded: Crossline Skipper (NB), Ocola Skipper (NB), and
Peacock (NS). In addition, seven species were added to provincial lists (PEI: Eastern Comma; New Brunswick:
American Snout, Fiery Skipper, Giant Swallowtail; Nova Scotia: Dorcas Copper, Eastern Tailed-Blue). And then
there are all the new locations for rare species!

Now that the field component is complete, attention will turn to developing a final product. The plan is to
publish the final Atlas results in a book in two or three years. As in past years, a newsletter highlighting the
season’s findings will be released next spring.

Data collected in 2014, or any of the previous Atlas years, can be submitted at your convenience, though it
would be appreciated if it were in by the end of February (thank you to all who have their data in already). If you
have butterfly data that predates the Atlas then please contact me.

A huge thank you goes out to all of you who have participated in the project! The results to date have far
exceeded initial expectations, and the 2014 data isn’t even compiled yet!

Editor’s Note: John’s contact information is: John Klymlo, Director, Maritimes Butterfly Atlas, Atlantic Canada
Conservation Data Centre, P.O. Box 6416, Sackville NB E4L 1G6 jklymko@mta.ca 506-364-2660.

THE 15th  NEIL BENNETT AUTUMN BIRDING CLASSIC: by Dan McAskill, Dwaine Oakley, Ray Cooke,
Ron and Anne Arvidson, Don and Glenda McLelland, Sharon Clark, Vanessa Bonnyman,
Jean Blanchard, Jackie Waddell, Julie Waddell, Fiep de Bie, Shirley Gallant, Valerie Beer,
Julie-Lynn Zahavich, Nicole Murtagh, Layton McAndrew, Kristy Hutchinson, Kyle
Doucette, Brett MacKinnon, and Shaylyn Wallace

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Autumn Birding Classic which was designed as a long-term
fund raising partnership for the Trust’s land conservation program and as a bird migration monitoring count for
early autumn.  Nature PEI (Natural History Society of Prince Edward Island) and the Island Nature Trust
commenced the Autumn Birding Classic in 1995.  It was renamed the Neil Bennett Autumn Birding Classic in 1999
in memory of Neil’s significant contributions to the Trust and bird conservation. 

Four birding teams participated this year with Nature PEI’s lead team, Team Dodo of the Island Nature
Trust, Ron Arvidson’s team and a new team of second year students from Holland College’s Wildlife Conservation
Technology program.  The count was held on September 27th.  
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Peregrine Falcon

2014 Photo by Dale Murchison

Nature PEI’s lead team of Dwaine Oakley, Ray Cooke and Dan McAskill started at 3:05 AM amidst a clear
sky and dead still conditions.  It was a balmy 13° Celsius to start the day and increased to a high of 22º C by mid
afternoon before dropping to 12º C at dusk.  Conditions were excellent for acoustic owling with no wind to start the
day but soon the wind commenced rattling the trembling aspen leaves.  A Samsung phone and speaker were used
for owl play backs.   The first species for Nature PEI’s team was a Northern Saw-whet Owl and, before dawn, a
Great Horned Owl, a Barred Owl and an American Woodcock were added to the list.  The Barred Owl was both
heard and then seen at Mickle Macum Road.  For the first Bennett count in several years, no coyotes were heard
although during the night we did see three foxes, four raccoons, one striped skunk, and heard a beaver.

The Wildlife Conservation Technology team was at East Point before dawn when the Nature PEI team
arrived just after dawn.  By then, wind breakers were the order for the day as the wind was 20 km/hr with gusts of
50 km.  Sunny conditions dominated most of the daylight hours although there was some heavy cloud for part of
the observation period at East Point.  The last team finished their birding day at 7:50 pm.

Even before deploying our binoculars and scopes at East
Point, gannet, scoter, eider, gulls, and cormorants were seen. 
Shortly after setting up our scopes, two immature Peregrine
Falcons, a Merlin, several jaegers and a Northern Harrier were
discovered. East Point turned out to be a very lively birding spot
this year.  The viewers from the Nature PEI and WCT teams
were entertained by aerial displays of two Peregrines, a Merlin
and at least six Parasitic Jaegers.  Good numbers of Pine Siskins
were heard and seen arriving in small flocks (~200 in total) and
there was a flock of approximately 200 Blue Jays that made
periodic attempts to assemble for migration flight.  However, the
falcons made these forays very short as the Blue Jays dove to
forest cover once the falcons took flight.  There were small
numbers of exhausted warblers and sparrows arriving at the Point
near our feet in the grass, on the fence wire, and on the parking
lot gravel.  Once the birds caught their breath, they headed for
cover in the woods.  At one point, a Palm Warbler and a Swamp Sparrow were hiding under one of the vehicles
while a Merlin swept around the vehicle.  Despite being on gravel, the Swamp Sparrow laid on its breast to present
a lower profile.  Ray picked up a Pomarine Jaeger and, despite a diligent search at the point and around the north
side, there was no sign of the Harlequins and Little Gull or the diverse group of shorebirds seen the previous
Saturday.  The Nature PEI lead team finished its count trying to find a Short-eared Owl at Rustico Island and
Covehead dunes.  None was found.  The Society’s lead team traveled 378.6 km by auto, walked about 1 km and
observed or heard 102 bird species.  This was better than the 94 seen or heard in 2013, the 96 in 2011 but well
above the 81 seen in 2010 or 79 seen in 2012 and below the 108 observed in 2008.  

Besides those listed above, the highlights of the Nature PEI’s Lead Team for the day’s outing were a
Cackling Goose at St. Peter’s Lagoon and later at Midgell, a Peregrine Falcon at Red Head Harbour bar and 1 at
Allisary Creek Impoundment, Blue-gray Gnatcatchers at East Point and East lake, 4 Hudsonian Godwits at Rollo
Bay, 1 at Red Head Harbour bar, 1 at Stanhope Marsh, and 2 at Covehead Harbour, an adult Lesser Black-backed
Gull at East Point beach and at a Lakeville farm, 2 Redhead at East Lake, an American Pipit at Little Harbour
Beach, 19 Red Knot, a White-rumped Sandpiper, a Short-billed Dowitcher, a Whimbrel and 2 Pectoral Sandpiper at
Covehead Harbour, and an American Golden Plover and two Black-headed Gulls at Tracadie Harbour.

In addition to the birds seen or heard below, the Society’s team also observed three foxes, one striped
skunk, three raccoons, a few grey seals, a beaver, several red squirrels, and a chipmunk.  The mammal highlight of
the day was the antics of a short-tailed weasel (ermine) under, on and around the Covehead Harbour viewing deck
on the Gulf Parkway.  There were small numbers of dragonflies seen and small numbers of sulphur and cabbage
white butterflies this year.  New York aster, fall dandelion, chicory, clovers, and a few evening primrose were in
flower.  There was a small crop of white spruce cones and mountain ash this year but a good crop of winterberry
and rose hips.

Ron Arvidson’s team was composed of Don and Glenda McLelland, Jean Blanchard, Sharon Clark,
Vanessa Bonnyman and Ron and Anne Arvidson.  They started their day at 8:00 AM and their route was Victoria
through to Carleton Cove, Dunk River (Scale's Pond), Campbell's Pond, Cavendish, Rustico and Oyster Bed
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Bridge. Their birding highlight was 8 Red-necked Loons still in breeding plumage in Cavendish. Their lowlights
were ungrateful feeder birds and locals, like Purple Finches, Woodpeckers, Grouse,  etc., who came late to the party
and did not show up until the next day or two.  They finished birding at 4:30 PM and picked up 56 bird species plus
some great pictures which were shared on the Birding on PEI Facebook page.  Perhaps the most unusual bird find
of the day was a Wild Turkey seen on the Dock Road.  So far at least, these turkeys have been escapees or illegal
introductions and no wild broods have been discovered here.  They discovered 5 Nelson’s Sparrows at Carleton
Cove, had an immature Osprey at Cavendish Campground and observed an adult take a fish right in front of us at
Orby Head. During the outing, this team covered 170 km by vehicle and 2.0 km walking. 

The Trust’s Team Dodo consisted of Jackie Waddell, Julie Waddell, Fiep de Bie, Shirley Gallant, Valerie
Beer, Linda Thomas and Julie-Lynn Zahavich.  They started their day at the Watts Road in Pleasant Grove at 6:00
AM although Jackie listened for owls at Green Bay for a short period at 5:15 AM.  This team covered various sites
including Watt’s Road in Grand Tracadie, Tracadie Harbour, Dalvay and the Woodlands Trail, Long Pond, John
Archie’s Pond, Covehead Harbour, Rollings Pond in North Rustico, Orby Head, Darnley, Borden Lagoons and
Noonan’s Marsh Trail.  They observed 62 species during their field outing with the rarer species being a White-
crowned Sparrow along the Woodlands Trail in the PEI National Park, 3 Sandhill Cranes at Darnley, and a
Northern Shoveler at the Borden Lagoons. Their first highlight of the day was watching the sunrise from the
boardwalk at Watts Road as, when they first arrived (in the dark), it was very still and almost silent, but, as the sun
rose, we started to hear sparrows and chickadees waking up for the day.  The second was spotting 3 Sandhill Cranes
at the edge of a field in Darnley. We watched all three “dance”, taking turns jumping up and flapping their wings. 
Team Dodo finished their day at 7:00 PM having covered 237 km by vehicle and 1.5 km walking. 

Nicole Murtagh, Layton McAndrew, Kristy Hutchinson, Kyle Doucette, Brett MacKinnon, and Shaylyn
Wallace made up the Holland College Wildlife Conservation Technology Program team.  These second year 
students picked up 83 species.  The team drove approximately 400 kilometres starting at East Point and stopping at
Black Pond, Mount Stewart Lagoon, Allisary Creek Impoundment, Deroche Pond, Tracadie Harbour, Cavendish,
Darnley and Borden before returning to Charlottetown.  They commenced birding at 5:30 AM and concluded at
7:00 PM.  Their highlights were a Wilson’s Snipe at Allisary Creek, four or more Parasitic Jaegers at East Point, 2
Northern Shovelers at the Borden Lagoons and 1 at Leslie’s Pond, 1 Solitary Sandpiper at Leslie’s Pond, an Osprey
at Borden, and an unidentified swallow at East Point.  They also reported 15 Brant at Borden.   

Over the past 15 years, Nature PEI and Island Nature Trust partnership has raised $32,259.25.   Thanks to
the generosity of this year’s many donors, so far the Trust’s pledge collectors and team members collected pledges
of  $3,128 and three Corporate Sponsors, PEI Department of Environment, Labour and Justice and Fitzpatrick &
Company contributed $1,000 for the 2014 Neil Bennett Autumn Birding Classic.  

In total, 116 species of birds were either seen or heard during the day.  These are listed below.

Brant
Cackling Goose
Canada Goose
Wood Duck
Gadwall
American Wigeon
American Black Duck
Mallard
Blue-winged Teal
Northern Shoveler (3)
Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Common Eider
Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Black Scoter
Hooded Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser

Red-throated Loon (9)
Common Loon 
Pied-billed Grebe
Northern Gannet
Double-crested Cormorant
Great Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
Osprey (3)
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Northern Goshawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Sandhill Crane (3)
Black-bellied Plover
American Golden Plover
Semipalmated Plover
Spotted Sandpiper
Solitary Sandpiper (1)
Greater Yellowlegs
Willet
Lesser Yellowlegs

Whimbrel
Hudsonian Godwit
Ruddy Turnstone
Red Knot
Sanderling
Dunlin
Least Sandpiper
White-rumped Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper (3)
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Short-billed Dowitcher
Wilson’s Snipe
American Woodcock
Pomarine Jaeger
Parasitic Jaeger (6+)
Black Guillemot
Black-legged Kittiwake
Bonaparte’s Gull
Black-headed Gull (2)
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull

Lesser Black-backed Gull (2)
Great Black-backed Gull
Caspian Tern
Common Tern (50+)
Rock Pigeon (Dove)
Mourning Dove
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl
Northern Saw-whet Owl
Belted Kingfisher
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
American Kestrel (1)
Merlin (2)
Peregrine Falcon (4)
Blue Jay
American Crow
Common Raven
Horned Lark
Swallow (UID)
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Photo by Don Jardine

Black-capped Chickadee
Boreal Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (3+)
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet (3)
American Robin
European  Starling
American Pipit

Cedar Waxwing
Black-and-White Warbler
(2)
Mourning Warbler (1)
Common Yellowthroat (3)
American Redstart (2)
Magnolia Warbler (2)
Palm Warbler (4)
Yellow-rumped Warbler

Black-throated Green
Warbler
American Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow (5)
Savannah Sparrow
Nelson’s Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow

White-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Common Grackle
Red-winged Blackbird
Purple Finch
Pine Siskin
American Goldfinch

Note: Species in italics are rarely seen here at this time of year.  Numbers in brackets denote the number of birds where it
was unusual for this time of year.

PEI WEATHER TRIVIA CALENDAR 2015: By Don Jardine

The first-ever PEI weather trivia calendar about Prince
Edward Island weather and its impact on Islanders’ everyday life
brings 365 stories from North Cape to East Point, West Point to
Murray Head—and points in-between over the past 250 years. It
features: PEI weather trivia for every day of the year; twelve full-
colour PEI weather photographs; stories of PEI as told by our
weather; information about tornadoes on PEI—their frequency,
location and intensity; stories of memorable PEI snowstorms from
the past seven decades, Maritime Electric workers reminiscences
about severe weather; historical PEI weather stories from Samuel
Holland (1765), the War of 1812, the Yankee Gale (1851) and the
Ice Boats (1855).  Source: www.BUZZon.com

The authors of the calendar are Don Jardine and Adam
Fenech. It is the product of over 5 years of research, data collection
and interviews of Islanders about weather events in the history of
Prince Edward Island. The Calendar is published by the University
of Prince Edward Island.  It is available at Nature PEI meetings,
Murphy Pharmacies, BookMart, UPEI Bookstore, SonShine
Bookstore (O’Leary), the UPEI Climate Research Lab (NRC
Building at UPEI) or Don Jardine (see page 2 for contact
information). 

WEATHER EVENTS:
Hail storm in south central and southeast PEI on Sept. 19 (EM, DO).  Very heavy rains on the evening of Sept. 21
to early morning of Sept. 22 with ~30.8 mm of rain at Summerside, 79.2 at Charlottetown, 90.8 at St. Peters and
104 mm at Morell (CBC News).  Strongly coloured rainbow formed on Oct. 28 over North Rustico field with end
touching ground and creating a shadow (JDM, HY).  Scattered snow flurries at O’Leary, Cornwall, Fredericton, and
Morell on Nov. 5 (via CBC reports).  Heavy rain on Nov. 7 at Donagh (JDM).  Snow on the windshield at Donagh
and scattered snow in the grass at Rice Point on Nov. 8 (JDM) followed by a thaw.  Approx. 5 cm of snow at
Donagh and 10 in Argyle Shore on Nov. 14 (JDM) and ground remained largely snow covered until Nov. 28 with
snow storm on Nov. 27 forming a hard crust at Donagh.  This cleared and there were periods of heavy rain and
muddy roads and fields until frozen ground conditions returned on Dec. 5 with temperatures down to -10º C for a
few days.  Then temperatures jumped again to 9º C.  Then there were at time torrential rains across much of the
province bringing 101 mm in 36 hours in Central PEI but amounts up to 167 mm near Miminegash on Dec. 10 &
11th and gust to 104 km/hr at North Cape.  Seventy-five public road culverts, bridges and roads were washed out or
made impassable from the storm damage and dirt roads and fields became very soft and difficult to transit.  On
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Christmas Day the temperature was 14º C.  Temperatures finally dropped to    -11º C. on Dec. 30th with the first ice
formed across Fullerton’s Marsh estuary on Dec. 30, 2014.  By Jan. 1, ice was formed 75% across Hillsborough
River from Fullerton’s Marsh and most of Pownal Bay and Vernon River ice covered leaving causeway raceways
open.  

ANIMAL AND PLANT SIGHTINGS: Compiled by J. Dan McAskill

PLANTS: During field trip Charlottetown to Malpeque, seaside goldenrod, toad flax, evening primrose, sow
thistle, and tansy ragwort still in flower.  Beggar ticks in flower at Afton Road on Sept. 20 (DO). Chicory in
flower at Mt. Stewart and St. Peters on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM). Large amounts of New York aster and tall white
aster in flower from Malpeque to East Point on Sept. 19 and 20 (WFB, JDM, DO). Yellow wood sorrel (Oxalis
stricta) in flower at Hardy’s Pond lawn on Oct. 2 (JtR).  Single lupin in flower at Dalvay on Oct. 11 (GR, IMi,
JDM). With the exclusion of winterberry and some roses, there was a very poor crop of berries and cones this
autumn.  Deciduous leaf colour in Bonshaw Hills peaked by Oct. 15 (JDM).  Eastern larch still golden in colour
from Donagh to Mount Stewart on Nov. 11 and at Milton on Nov. 13 (JDM).

INSECTS: Baltimore Checkerspot butterfly at Martinvale on Aug. 13 (RWH).  Harvester butterfly at Watervale
on Sept. 4 (RWH).  Bronze Copper butterfly at St. George’s on Sept. 10 (RWH).  Smeared Dagger moth larva at
Watervale on Sept. 4 (RWH). Slender meadow katydid at Summerville on Sept. 2 (RWH). Few wooly bear
caterpillars at Cavendish on Sept. 19 (JDM, WFB).  Several blue coloured darners and a few red coloured
dragonflies in dunes at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM).  Red Admiral butterfly at Summerville on Oct. 18
(RWH). Spotted Spreadwing damselflies (Lestes congener), Autumn Meadowhawk dragonflies (Sympetrum
vicium) and Saffron-winged Meadowhawk dragonflies (S. Costiferum) flying at Doc’s Marsh in Forest Hill on
Oct. 23 (RWH). A few sulphur butterflies flying at Traveller’s Rest in late Oct. (JDM).  Moths flying at Donagh
on Nov. 13 (JDM).  EC reported a Striped Hairstreak in Charlottetown this season.

AMPHIBIANS/REPTILES: Red-spotted newt at Reardon’s Pond in Donagh on Aug. 14 and 1 at Glenfanning
Sept. 26 (RWH). Garter snake at Dromore on Sept. 4, St. George’s on Sept. 10, and Cardigan North in Sept. 17
(RWH).  Several garter snakes seen at Donagh in October (JDM).  Northern red-bellied snake at Summerville
on Oct. 19 (RWH).

MAMMALS: Silver fox eating rose hips at Covehead on Sept. 19 (JtR).  Eastern chipmunk still active at Donagh
on Nov. 2 (JDM).  Silver fox in Beaconsfield parking lot on Nov. 4 (JDM), UPEI on Nov. 26 (JDM) and Riverview
Estates in Nov. & Dec. (WFM, EM).  Striped skunk on lawn at South Rustico on Nov. 5 (JDM).  2 snowshoe
hare on lawn in North Rustico in first week of Nov. (HY).  Several raccoon seen between Donagh and Mt. Stewart
on Dec. 19 (JDM).  8 Grey seals and a minke whale off East Point on Nov. 18 (WCT).  During the October Nature
PEI a report was received of a River Otter catching a crab at an unspecified location.   9 pilot whales beached at
Sunbury Cove near Linkletter on Oct. 23  (FRC, WJM, CEG). A minke whale was found dead at Pownal Bay in
Cherry Valley on Oct. 30 (CEG).

BIRDS:  Pink-footed Goose - 1 shot in Souris area in fall of 2014 and mounted (DCla, DO);  Greater White-
fronted Goose - 1 shot at Darnley in Oct. 2014 (GMa);  Snow Goose - 2 reported in the Wilmot River area in late
Sept. (Via JDM), 20 at Lake Verde in mid Oct. (via DO); Brant - see Bennett Autumn Birding report; Cackling
Goose - 1 at Lower Freetown grain corn field with 600 Canada Geese on Dec. 5 (JDM), 2 at China Point on Jan. 1
(JDM);  Canada Geese - 400 at Souris on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), ~1,000 at Summerside on Sept. 24 (JDM), 5,000+
flying at southern Malpeque Bay on Sept. 29 (JDM), 1,000 at Traveller’s Rest field on Oct. 3 (WJM), 700 in fields
and bay at Earnscliffe and China Point on Dec. 7 (FdB), 7,000 at China Point-Earnscliffe corn field and adjacent
water, 2,500 on Hillsborough River between Stratford and QEH on Jan. 1 (JDM);  Hybrid Canada - Embden
domestic Goose - reported in mid-October and found on Oct. 18 (DC&ES);  Wood Duck - 18 males at Mt. Stewart
lagoons and 2 males at Warren’s Dam on Sept. 20 (DO, DCS, JDM), 100s at Pisquid Pond in late Sept. and 50 at
Whitlock’s Marsh on Oct. 1 (BD);  Gadwall - 250 at Creek on Dec. 20 (DO, BM);  Eurasian Wigeon - male at
Stanhope Marshes on Oct. 11 & 26 (DCS), male at Ellen’s Creek on Nov. 22 (DO) & on Dec. 2 (KMacA), male &
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Male Mallard

2014 Photo by Dale Murchison

female at Ellen’s Creek on Dec. 4 (KMacA); American Wigeon - 27 at New Glasgow and 7 at Ebenezer on Sept.
19 (WFB, JDM), 26 at Ellen’s Creek on Nov. 22 (DO);  American Black Duck - ~100 at Clark’s Pond in
Cavendish on Sept. 19 (WFB, JDM), relatively low numbers in Wilmot estuary, Victoria Harbour, and
Hillsborough River this autumn (JDM, LY), 200+ in fields at Earnscliffe and China Point on Dec. 7 (FdB), 210 at
Souris Causeway on Jan. 1 (SCS, GS), 200 at Hillsborough River in Charlottetown & 400 at Vernon Bridge & 25 at
Seal River (Vernon River) on Jan. 1 (JDM);  Mallard - 50 at
Breadalbane on Oct. 8 with one pair doing head bobbing
display (JDM), 11 at Argyle Shore pond on Nov. 5 (LY), 12 at
Souris on Jan. 1 (SCS, GS), 170 at Ellen’s Creek on Jan. 1
(JDM); Mallard X Northern Pintail cross - male at Leslie’s
Pond in Souris West on Nov. 18 (DO, WCT)  Blue-winged
Teal - 6 at Priest Pond on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM);  Northern
Shoveler - 8 at Cavendish Lake of Shining Waters on Nov. 9
(RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip);  Northern Pintail - 6
at Rustico Harbour on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field
Trip), 30+ in cornfield at China Point-Earnscliffe on Jan. 1
(JDM); Green-winged Teal - 100 at Warren’s Dam and 25 at
Mt. Stewart lagoon on Sept. 20 (DO, DCS, JDM), at New
Glasgow on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip), 6 at
Ellen’s Creek and 4 at Stratford Lagoon on Jan. 1 (JDM);
Redhead - 2 at Larkin’s Pond in Oct (GW), 5 at Black Pond
on ~Nov. 5 (DO, WCT), 4 on Nov. 11 (SCS, DCS) & 6 on
Nov. 18 (DO, WCT), 1 at Brackley Beach by Shaw’s Hotel on Dec. 20 (DO, BM);  Ring-necked Duck - 5 at
Sheep Pond in Souris West on Nov. 18 (DO, WCT);  Lesser Scaup - seen in Central Queens on Jan. 1 (DC&ES); 
Greater Scaup - 25 at Point Deroche on Sept. 20 (DO, DCS, JDM), 600 at Clark’s Pond in Cavendish in Oct. (via
DO); Common Eider - 30 at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), 60 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS) & 115 on
Nov. 1 (SCS), 1,000+ at East Point on Nov. 18 (DO, WCT) & 400 on Jan. 1 (SCS, GS);  Harlequin Duck - hen
and immature male at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), 1 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS) & Nov. 5 (KMacA),
8 males at East Point on Nov. 5 (DO, WCT), 1 at Cavendish on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip), 1 at
East Point on Nov. 11 (SCS), 9 females at East Point on Nov. 18 (DO, WCT), 1 female at North Cape on Dec. 5
(KMacA), 13 at East Point during CBC on Dec. 14 (DO, KMacA, et al) & 1 on Jan. 1 (GS, SCS);  Surf Scoter -
male off Rocky Point on Nov. 24 (SGC); White-winged Scoter - 1 off Cavendish beach on Sept. 19 (JDM, WFB),
1 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS) & 12 on Nov. 11 (SCS), off Cavendish on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on
Field Trip);  Black Scoter - 25 off Cavendish beach on Sept. 19 (WFB, JDM), 40 at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO,
JDM), 40 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS) & 28 on Nov. 11 (SCS), 10 at East Point on Nov. 18 (DO, WCT); 
Long-tailed Duck - 1 male at Pownal Bay on Oct. 11 (DCS), 5 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS) & 5 on Nov. 11
(SCS);  Bufflehead - at Clark’s Pond in Cavendish in Oct. (via DO), male at Dalvay on Oct. 27 (JtR), 13 at Black
Pond on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), 4 on Nov. 11 (SCS, DCS), & 1 on Dec. 14 (DO, KMacA), 2 at Lake of Shining Waters
in Cavendish on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip), 9 off Jacques Cartier Park on Dec. 5 (KMacA); 
Common Goldeneye - 2 at Black Pond on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS); Barrow’s Goldeneye - 1 at Black Pond on ~Nov. 5
(DO, WCT);  Hooded Merganser - 2 at Black Pond at Little Harbour on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM),  at Clark’s Pond in
Cavendish in Oct. (via DO), 3 at Dalvay on Oct. 23 (JtR), 4 at Moore’s Pond on Oct. 26 (EB via RA), 1 at East
Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), 2 at Black Pond on ~Nov. 5 (DO, WCT) & 8 on Nov. 11 (SCS), 25 at Clark’s Pond in
Cavendish on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip);  Common Merganser - 8 at Clark’s Pond in
Cavendish on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip), 1 at Black Pond on Nov. 11 (DCS), several at Ellen’s
Creek on Dec. 3 (KMacA), 18 at North Lake and 2 at Black Pond on Dec. 14 (JDM, FdB, RA);  Red-breasted
Merganser - 6+ at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), 2 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS);  Ruddy Duck - at
Clark’s Pond in Cavendish in Oct. (via DO), 2 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), 5 at Black Pond on ~Nov. 5
(DO, WCT) & 1 on Nov. 11 (SCS), 13 at Clark’s Pond in Cavendish on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field
Trip);  Gray Partridge - 10 to 12 at Summerville on Oct. 3 (RWH), ~10 at North Rustico on Nov. 5 (LY), ~15 at
Traveller’s Rest on Nov. 6 (DFG, JDM); Ring-necked Pheasant - covey of 7 at Donagh on Sept. 17 (JDM), hen at
Johnston’s River on Oct. 5 (JDM), male at Johnston’s River on Oct. 23 (JDM), male and female at Earnscliffe on
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Dec. 11 (DMur), male at Donagh on Dec. 19 (JDM);  Ruffed Grouse - 1 at Marshfield on Oct. 4 (JDM, GDC,
GK), 1 at Dover on Oct. 26 (DMur), 3 at Green Hill on Nov. 17 (JDS), 1 at PEI National Park on Dec. 4 (G&SF), 1
at Green Bay on Dec. 4 (JW), 1 at Robinson’s Island trail on Jan. 1 (FdB);  Red-throated Loon - ~70 along north
shore west of Cavendish on Oct. 12 (PMacK), ~50 at Cavendish on Oct. 19 (RA, JBl, SGC, BCM), 5 at East Point
on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), 1 flying at Traveller’s Rest on Nov. 6 (JDM, DFG), ~45 off Orby Head in Cavendish on
Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip), 2 at East Point on Nov. 18 (DO, WCT), 6 between North Cape and
Tignish on Dec. 5 (KMacA), 1 at East Point CBC on Dec. 14 (DO) & 1 on Jan. 1 (SCS, GS);  Common Loon - 1
flying by point at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), 1 off Rustico Causeway on Nov. 1 (DCS), 5 off Dalvay on
Nov. 9 (DCS); Pied-billed Grebe - 1 at Clark’s Pond in Cavendish on Sept. 19 (WFB, JDM), 1 at Allisary Creek
Impoundment on Sept. 20 (DCS, DO, JDM), 3 off Rustico Breakwater on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field
Trip); Horned Grebe - 3 at Pownal Bay on Oct. 12 (DCS);  Red-necked Grebe - 2 at Pownal Bay on Oct. 12
(DCS), 2 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), 1 at East Point on Nov. 5 (DO, WCT, KMacA), 1 on Nov. 11 (SCS),
& 1 on Nov. 18 (DO, WCT), 1 off Cavendish on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip);  Great
Shearwater - off Rustico during fishing season (HY);  Storm-Petrels - 1 to 6 some days off North Rustico to
North Lake while tuna fishing (HY);   Leach’s Storm-Petrel - 1 pattering on surface of Hillsborough River in
Charlottetown off the bridge on Nov. 3 (KMacA);  Northern Gannet - ~50 at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM),
50 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS) & 97 with only 5 being adults on Nov. 11 (SCS), 1 immature off Argyle
Shore on Nov. 13 (JDM, DFG, LY), 300+ at East Point on Nov. 18 (DO, WCT);   Double-crested Cormorant -
>1,000 in New London and Malpeque Bay on Sept. 19 (WFB, JDM), 400 on Hillsborough Bridge piers on Sept. 22
(JDM), 16 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), 300+ through Oct at Hillsborough Bridge piers and ~100 daily to
Nov. 12 (JDM), 1 juvenile at Jude’s Point on Dec. 5 (KMacA), 2 at East Point on Jan. 1 (SCS, GS), seen during
CBCs;   Great Cormorant - 3 at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), 1 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS) & 1 on
Nov. 11 (SCS), 4 at Jude’s Point on Dec. 5 (KMacA), 1 at Basin Head on Jan. 1 (SCS, GS);  Black-crowned Night
Heron - 1 on silverside’s net at Corran Ban Bridge on Oct. 5 (SMcC), on Oct. 6 (DO, NM, JtR), on Oct. 11 (JDM,
GR, IMi, DCS, G&SF), on Oct. 13 (JtR);  Great Blue Heron - 10 at Stanhope marsh on Oct. 11 (IMi, GR, JDM), 1
at Bothwell Beach  on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), 1 at China Point area in late Dec. (NM);  UID Egrets - 2 near Shaw’s
Hotel in Brackley Beach in Nov. (RA via Birding on PEI);  Turkey Vulture - 1 at Slemon Park on Oct. 3 (BH),  10
in Summerside area on Oct. 11 (G&SF via JtR); Osprey - 1 at New Glasgow on Sept. 19 (WFB, JDM), 1 at
Midgell nest platform on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM);  Bald Eagle - 2 almost daily  at Summerville in late Sept. And early
Oct. (RWH);  Northern Harrier - 1 at Argyle Shore and 1 at Travellers Rest on Sept. 15 (JDM, LY), 2 at North
Rustico on Oct. 16, 17 & 20 (LY, JDM, HY), 1 at Brooklyn on Oct. 20 (JDM), 1 at Greenwich on Nov. 11
(KMacA), 1 at Bangor in early to mid-Nov. (Via GS), 1 at Argyle Shore on Nov. 14 (LY, JDM), 1 at Charlottetown
on Dec. 4 (RT), on Hillsborough CBC;   Sharp-shinned Hawk - 2 at Cape Egmont on Sept. 30 (WGH), 1 at St.
Georges on Oct. 27 (JDS) 1 flying over at Farmington on Dec. 25 (FRC);  Northern Goshawk - 1 at Dundas Road
on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), 1 at North Cape on Dec. 5 (KMacA);  Broad-winged Hawk - 1 adult at Borden week of
Oct. 15 (JR), 1 on Hillsborough CBC on Dec. 27 (LD, VD);  Red-tailed Hawk - 1 at Travellers Rest on Sept. 15
(JDM, LY), 2 at New Glasgow on Sept. 19 (WFB, JDM), 1 immature at Winsloe on Sept. 22 and a dark phase on
Sept. 24 (JDM), 1 at Traveller’s Rest on Oct. 3 (JDM, LY), 1 at North River on Nov. 12 (JW) & Nov. 13 (DFG,
JDM), at PEI National Park on Dec. 4 (G&SF), 3 at Earnscliffe on Dec. 11 (DMur), 1 at Green Bay on Dec. 25
(JW), 1 at Winsloe on Dec. 30 (JDM);  Rough-legged Hawk - 1 at St. Eleanor’s on Nov. 10 (JDM), 1 at North
River on Nov. 24 (JDM), 1 at West Royalty on Dec. 31 (FdB) & on Jan. 1 (JDM), 1 at Monticello on Jan. 1 (JGM);
 American Coot - 2 at Black Pond on Nov. 11 (DCS, SCS), 1 at Clarke’s Pond on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck
on Field Trip) 1 at Grand Pere on Dec. 6-7 (DBu), 1 at Black Pond on Dec. 14 (DO, KMacA);  Sandhill Crane -
two groups of 3 in fields at Malpeque on Sept.19 (WFB, JDM);  Black-bellied Plover - 24 in field at Spring Brook
and 12+ at Lower Darnley driving range on Sept. 19 (WFB, JDM);  Semipalmated Plover - ~50 at East Point on
Sept. 20 (DO, JDM);  Spotted Sandpiper - 3 at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM);  Greater Yellowlegs - 9 at
New Glasgow pond on Sept. 19 (WFB, JDM); Lesser Yellowlegs - 1 at St. Peter’s on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM); 
Hudsonian Godwit - 5 at Stanhope marsh on Sept. 20 (JtR) & Oct. 2 (JtR);  Ruddy Turnstone - 20 at East Point
on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM);  Red Knot - 1 at Corran Ban in Oct. 6 (JtR);  Sanderling - 150 at East Point on Sept. 20
(DO, JDM), 30 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS) & 12 on Nov. 11 (SCS), 25 at Cavendish & 1 at North Rustico
on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip) 2 at North Lake during East Point CBC on Dec. 14 (DO,
KMacA);  Dunlin - 18 on beach northeast of Rollings Pond on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip); 
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Belted Kingfisher at Montague

2014 Photo by Dale Murchison

Purple Sandpiper - 1 at North Rustico breakwater on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip);  White-
rumped Sandpiper - 2 on rocks and wrack at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), 27 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS,
GS); Buff-breasted Sandpiper - 1 photographed at Tracadie on Aug. 29 (CD via Birding on PEI);  Pectoral
Sandpiper - 1 photographed at Souris causeway on Oct. 10 (DMur);  Semipalmated Sandpiper - 3 at East Point
on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS);  Wilson’s Snipe - 1 at Green Bay Road near West River culvert on Oct. 16 (JW);  Parasitic
Jaeger - 3 harassing terns and kittiwakes off East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), 1 at East Point on Sept. 21 (BH), 2
chasing gulls off East Point on Oct. 14 (PMacK), 1 at East Point on Nov. 5 (KMacA);  Razorbill - 10+ at East
Point on Nov. 18 (DO, WCT), 1 at East Point on Dec. 14 (DO, FdB, JDM, RC);  Black Guillemot - 1  at East Point
on Nov. 18 (DO, WCT), 4 at East Point CBC on Dec. 14 (DO, FdB, KMacA, RA, JDM) & 2 on Jan. 1 (SCS, GS); 
Black-legged Kittiwake - ~100 at East Point on Nov. 18 (DO, WCT), 1 at East Point on Dec. 14 (DO, JDM, SCS,
GS, FdB);  Bonaparte's Gull - 30 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS) & 35 on Nov. 11 (SCS), 4 at Rollings Pond
on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip), 300 at Belvedere Pond on Nov. 21 (JDM), at South Lake on Dec.
14 (SCS, GS), 15 at East Point on Jan. 1 (SCS, GS);  Black-headed Gull - 2 at Tracadie Harbour on Sept. 27 (DO,
RC, JDM), 2 at Brackley Beach by Shaw’s Hotel on Dec. 20 (DO, BM), 1 at Souris Lagoon on Jan. 1 (SCS, GS); 
Little Gull - 1 photographed in eclipse plumage with about 20 Bonaparte’s Gulls at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO,
JDM), 1 adult photographed at East Point with Bonaparte’s gulls on Nov. 5 (KMacA);  Ring-billed Gull - ~1,000
in a potato field being harvested at Traveller’s Rest on Oct. 3 (JDM, LY), 1 with wing tag on Oct. 4 at
Charlottetown Mall (RA via Birding on PEI Facebook site), 40 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), ; Herring Gull
- 220 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS);  Thayer’s Gull - 1 adult at East Point on Dec. 5 (DC&ES);  Iceland Gull
- 1 at South Lake on Nov. 11 (DCS), 2 at Stratford on Dec. 2 (DCS), 1 at Ellen’s Creek on Dec. 2 (KMacA), 300
between North Cape and Tignish on Dec. 5 (KMacA), 34 at East Point & 5 at Souris Lagoon on Jan. 1 (SCS, GS); 
Lesser Black-backed Gull - 1 at Campbell’s Cove on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), 2 at Black Pond on Nov. 11 (SCS), 1 at
field pond adjacent to UPEI in Charlottetown on Nov. 12 (JDM);   Glaucous Gull - 1 at Little Harbour on Dec. 14
(RC), 1 adult at Souris Lagoon on Jan. 1 (SCS, GS);  Great Black-backed Gull - 16 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS,
GS);  Caspian Tern - 3 at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), 2 at Covehead Bay on Oct. 11 (DCS);  Common
Tern - several at Tracadie Harbour on Oct. 11 (JDM), 40+ at Covehead Bay on Oct. 16 (DCS), 1 at East Point on
Oct. 26 (SCS, GS);  Black Guillemot - 4 at East Point CBC on Dec. 14 (FdB, KMacA, DO, et al);  Rock Pigeon -
40 at Traveller’s Rest on Nov. 6 (DFG, JDM, LY);   Mourning Dove - 2 to 9 most days in Nov. & Dec. at Donagh
feeders (JDM), 9 at Horne’s Cross feeders on Dec. 7 (VB), at Summerside feeders in early Dec. (G&SF); Yellow-
billed Cuckoo - 1 found alive but died shortly thereafter at Greenwich Beach on Oct. 25 (SSch);  Great Horned
Owl - 1 at Jacques Cartier Provincial Park on Sept. 3 (KSO via Birding on PEI), 1 at East Baltic on Dec. 14 (FdB,
JDM, RA) ;  Snowy Owl - 1 on roadside at Bonshaw Hills on Oct. 12 (JDM), 1 at PEI National Park in between
Covehead Harbour and Brackley Beach on Nov. 19 (PM), 1 at Georgetown on Nov. 30 (FR via DMur), 1 at Flat
River in early Dec. & 1 at Vernon area in late Dec. (DMur), 1 in Kensington area on Dec. 17 (LL), 1 at Sherwood
on Dec. 23 (REM), 1 at Earnscliffe on Dec. 25 (CEGa), 1 at Hillsborough Bridge on Dec. 27 (WFB, JDM, DO,
DC&ES, FdB, SGC) & 3 on Dec. 28 (FdB, SGC), 2 at Brackley Beach PEI National Park on Dec. 30 (NM), David

Seeler issues a PEI Bird List Server c all for reports to determine is this is an
echo year for sightings;  Barred Owl - 1 at Strathgartney Park on Oct. 3
(DD);  Long-eared Owl - 1 calling at Caledonia in Oct. (JHS);  Common
Nighthawk - 1 at Sherwood on Sept. 27 (SCS);  Eastern Whip-poor-will -
1 at Inkerman Road about 1 km from Route 225 on Oct. 6 (JR);   Belted
Kingfisher - 1 overlooking silverside nets at Montague on Oct. 25 (DMur), 1
at Black Pond on Nov. 11 (SCS), 1 at Ellen’s Creek on Dec. 4 (KMacA), 1
flying at West River near Bonshaw on Dec. 27 (JLZ);  Red-headed
Woodpecker - 1 photographed at North River in mid-Nov. (Via RC);  Red-
bellied Woodpecker - 1 at Cape Egmont on Oct. 20 (WGH), adult male at
Cornwall on Oct. 21 (SN), 1 at St. Margaret’s in Nov. (JMG via RA) & on
Nov. 24 (DCS), 1 at Cornwall feeders on Dec. 5-7 & 2 feeding on suet in
mid. Dec. 16 (SdE&CB via SN), 2 at Pownal feeders in Dec. (JH, P&AM); 
Downy Woodpecker - regularly being reported at Summerside, Stratford,
Wood Islands, Charlottetown, Donagh, Cornwall, Crapaud, Horne’s Cross in
Dec. (G&SF, VB, AO, SN, DCS, JDM); Hairy Woodpecker - regularly
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Eastern Towhee at Alberton

2014 Photo by Greg Feetham

being reported at Summerside, Wood Islands, Charlottetown, Stratford, Donagh, Cornwall, Crapaud, Horne’s Cross
in Dec. (G&SF, VB, FdB, SN, AO, DCS, JDM);  Black-backed Woodpecker - female pecking at snag at Millcove
on Oct. 21 (LSKP), 1 at Cavendish East parking lot on Dec. 1 (DC&ES);  Northern Flicker - seen in many areas
this autumn (JDM), 1 at Horne’s Cross feeders on Dec. 7 (VB);  Pileated Woodpecker - 2 at New Zealand on
Sept. 30 (GGr), 1 calling at County Line Road in Caledonia on Oct. 5 (BH), 1 at White Road in Watervale-Donagh
on Oct. 26 (KMacA), 1 at upper part of York Branch of Winter River on Nov. 13 (JtR);  American Kestrel - 1 at
Kingsboro, 1 at South Lake, 1 at East Point, 1 at Little Harbour, and 1 at Souris West on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), 1 at
Hampton on Oct. 6 (JDM), 1 at Borden on Nov. 1 (JR) & 1 on ~Dec. 13 (RA) & 1 on Jan. 1 (JR), 1 at China Point
area on Jan. 1 Dec. (NM);  Merlin - 1 at Allisary Creek Impoundment on Sept. 20 (DCS, DO, JDM), 1 at Hampton
on Oct. 6 (JDM, JC), 1 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), 1 at Greenwich on Nov. 11 (KMacA), 1 at Midgell on
Nov. 11 (DCS), 1 at Ellen’s Creek on Dec. 4 (KMacA);  Peregrine Falcon - 1 at Glen Roy on Sept. 20 (DO, DCS,
JDM), 1 at Hampton on Oct. 6 (JDM, JC), 1 immature at Grand Tracadie on Oct. 10 (DMur), 1 at Covehead marsh
on Oct. 11 (DCS), 1 at Borden week of Oct. 15 (JR), 1 adult at East Point on Oct. 10 (DMur) & 1 on  Nov. 11
(SCS), 1 at Orby Head on Dec. 26 (G&SF);  Eastern Kingbird - 1 at Allisary Creek Impoundment on Sept. 20
(DCS, DO, JDM);  Northern Shrike - 1 at Mount Albion on Dec. 27 (D&AS);   Gray Jay - 1 seen and heard at
Bangor in early to mid-Nov. (Via GS), 1 at St. Georges on Sept. 11 & 3 on Nov. 20 (JDS), 2 at Dingwell’s Mills on
Nov. 14 (GGr);  Blue Jay - white individual at Summerside on Oct. 9 (G&FM); American Crow - 1,000s going to
Victoria Park roost in Charlottetown in Nov. & Dec. (JDM); Common Raven - regular reports across the Island; 
Horned Lark  - 1 at Covehead on Sept. 17 (JtR), several at Traveller’s Rest and North Rustico in mid-Oct. (JDM),
1 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), a few at Greenwich on Nov. 11 (KMacA); Tree Swallow - 3 at Lake of
Shining Waters in Cavendish on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip);   Black-capped Chickadee - 3 at
East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), 8 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), 5 to 8 daily at Donagh feeders in Nov.
(JDM); Boreal Chickadee - 1 at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), 1 at New Glasgow on Oct. 18 (DCS), 2 at East
Lake on Jan. 1 (SCS, GS), 1 at Monticello on Jan. 1 (JGM);  Red-breasted Nuthatch - 2 at East Point on Sept. 20
(DO, JDM), 1 at East Point on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), 1 periodically at Donagh feeders in Oct. & daily in Nov. (JDM),
1 at Horne’s Cross feeders on Dec. 7 (VB);  White-breasted Nuthatch - 1 at Cornwall feeders on Oct. 27 to Dec. 7
(SN), 1 at Montague On Nov. 9 (DMur);  Brown Creeper - 1 at St. Georges on Oct. 21 (JDS), at East Point on
Dec. 14 (KMacA, DO, et al), 1 at Ellen’s Creek on Dec. 4 (KMacA);  Golden-crowned Kinglet - 1 at East Point
on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM), pair at Green Hill on Oct. 1 (JDS) 1 at North Cape on Dec. 5 (KMacA);  Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher - 1 in roadside spruce with chickadees, warblers, nuthatches and warblers at East Point on Sept. 20
(DO, JDM), 1 at North Lake on Dec. 14 (FdB, JDM, RA, DO, KMacA);  Hermit Thrush - 1 at Ellen’s Creek trail
on Dec. 15 (KMacA);  American Robin - 10 to 15 eating Mt. Ash berries and apples at North Rustico eating
mountain ash berries Oct. 24-25 (JDM, LY, HY), 1 at Orby Head in PEI National Park on Dec. 4 (G&SF), very few
around in Nov. & Dec. (SCS, DCS, GS, DO, JDM);   Gray Catbird - 1 at Springvale in late Sept. (S&JW); 
Northern Mockingbird - 2 in bayberry at Covehead Marshes on Oct. 25 (DCS);  European Starling - ~2,000
murmuring around Hillsborough Bridge on Nov. 1 (JDM), ~9,000 at Hillsborough Bridge roost in Dec., Nancy
Russell of CBC Radio did interview on Dec. 8 on the murmuring behaviour at Hillsborough Bridge (JDM);  
Bohemian Waxwing - at Greenwich on Nov. 11 (KMacA), 30 at Anglo Tignish and ~80 at North Cape on Dec. 9
(G&SF), 150 at North Lake feeding on winterberry on Dec. 14 (JDM, WFB);  Cedar Waxwing - 100 at Priest
Pond on Dec. 5 (DC&ES); American Pipit - 1 at Covehead ramp on Oct. 11 (DCS); Snow Bunting - few in

Central PEI on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip), a few at
Greenwich on Nov. 11 (KMacA), 150 at South Rustico on Nov. 15 (JDM,
HY), at North Rustico on Nov. 20 (HY), 15 at Earnscliffe and China Point
on Dec. 7 (FdB), 30 at North Rustico on Dec. 31 (HY);  Black-and-white
Warbler - 1 at Donagh on Sept. 21 (JDM);  Orange-crowned Warbler -
1 photographed at Greenwich on Nov. 11 (KMacA);  Magnolia Warbler
- 1 at East Point on Sept. 20 (DO, JDM);  Palm Warbler - 1 at Lower
Darnley on Sept. 19 (WFB, JDM);  Pine Warbler - 1 at Riverview Estates
in Charlottetown most days on Dec. 7 to Jan. 1 (WFB, EM);  Yellow-
rumped Warbler - 2 at North Lake on Dec. 14 (FdB, JDM, RA), 2 at
Brackley Beach in PEINP on Dec. 20 (DO, BM), 2 at East Lake onJan. 1
(SCS, GS);  Yellow-throated Warbler - 1 photographed at Eldon and
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Female Baltimore Oriole at Alberton

2014 Photo by Greg Feetham

posted on Birding on PEI in early Dec. (RA via Birding on PEI);   Eastern Towhee - 1 at Kelvin Grove for two
days on ~Oct. 23 (JMa via RA), 1 photographed at Alberton Dec. 6 to 11 (FM via JW, G&SF);  American Tree
Sparrow - 6 at North Lake on Dec. 14 (FdB, JDM, RA, DO, KMacA), 3 at Monticello on Jan. 1 (JGM), 1 at
Donagh feeders on Jan. 4;  Fox Sparrow - 1 at West Royalty feeders on Oct. 11 (DCS), 1 at White Road in
Watervale-Donagh on Oct. 26 (KMacA);  Song Sparrow - on Nov. 9 (RA for Get Your Duck on Field Trip), 1 at
Riverview Estates on Nov. 14 (WFB, EM), 1 at West Royalty feeders sporadically from Oct. to early Dec.
(DC&ES), 1 most days at Rocky Point feeders in Dec. (LD), 1 at Fernwood on Dec. 5 (GMcC);  Swamp Sparrow
- 1 at Malpeque on Sept. 19 (JDM, WJB), 1 at Ferguson Creek on Dec. 12 (KMacA);  White-throated Sparrow -
at West Royalty feeders sporadically from Oct. to mid Nov. (DC&ES), 1 at Wood Island feeders in late Nov. &
early Dec. (GS), 1 at North Lake on Dec. 14 (JDM), 1 most days at Rocky Point feeders in Dec. (LD);  Dark-eyed
Junco - 1 at West Royalty feeders sporadically from Oct. to early Dec. (DC&ES), at Crapaud on Dec. 6 (DD), 7 at
Horne’s Cross feeders on Dec. 7 (VB);  Northern Cardinal - female at North River on Oct. 8 (DCS), female at
Crapaud in Nov. (RA via Birding on PEI), male at Point Prim on Nov. 21-2 through to late Dec. (RMJ), female at
St. Margaret’s in Nov. (JMG via RA), 1 seen twice at Cornwall in Nov. (JG), female at West Royalty feeder on
Dec. 4 (DC&ES), 1 at Reeves Estate in Stratford in Dec. 3 & 8 (AO, DO, BLC);  Red-winged Blackbird - 100 in a
mixed flock with grackles at Midgell (JDM), 1 at West Royalty feeders sporadically up to mid-Nov. (DC&ES),
some at Wood Island feeders in late Nov. & 2 females on Dec. 8 (GS);  Common Grackle - 1 at Riverside Estates
in Charlottetown feeder on Oct. 24 (WFB, EM), 2 at Black Pond on Oct. 26 (SCS, GS), 3 mixed flocks with Red-
wing Blackbirds totaling ~1,000 birds flying west from Hampton on Oct. 31 (JDM, LY), 300+ at Afton Road on

Nov. 5 (BH, JDM), 3 at Wood Island’s feeders on Nov. 12 & 10 on Dec. 7
(GS);  Brown-headed Cowbird - at Wood Island’s feeders on Nov. 12
(GS), 40+ at Wood Island feeders in late Nov. & early Dec. (GS); 
Baltimore Oriole - 1 at Point Prim in Nov. 28 (RMJ), female at Alberton
on Dec. 9 & 11 (G&SF);  Pine Grosbeak - 6 at Campbell’s Pond on Dec.
1 (SG), at three western PEI locations on Dec. 5 (KMacA); Purple Finch
- 1 at South Rustico on Nov. 15 (JDM), at Summerside feeders in early
Dec. (G&SF); White-winged Crossbill - small flock at Greenwich on
Nov. 11 (KMacA), at Goff’s Bridge and North Cape on Dec. 5 (KMacA),
7 at East Point during CBC on Dec. 14 (KMacA, RC, JDM, et al); 
Common Redpoll - 1 at Wood Island feeders on Nov. 30 (GS), 1 eating
chicory seed at Monticello on Jan. 1 (JGM);  Pine Siskin - landed on
fishing boat ~Sept. 10 off north shore (HY), male and female landed on
boat offshore on Sept. 24 (HY), 10 flying at Hampton on Oct. 10 (JDM), 8
at West Royalty feeders on Oct. 14 (DC&ES), at Charlottetown feeders in
Oct. (SGC), at Cornwall on Nov. 8 (SN via RA), 25 flying at Traveller’s

Rest on Nov. 6 (JDM, DFG), 20 daily in Dec. at Wood Island feeders (GS), at North Cape on Dec. 5 (KMacA); 
American Goldfinch - first of autumn at Riverview Estates on Nov. 27 (WFB, EM), few at Donagh feeders
starting Dec. 5 (JDM), 8 at Fernwood on Dec. 5 (GMcC), 14 at Horne’s Cross feeders on Dec. 7 (VB);  Evening
Grosbeak - 3 at South Melville feeders on Oct. 28 (RA), at St. Margaret’s in Nov. (JMG via RA) & 1 on Nov. 24
(DCS), 4 at Mount Albion on Dec. 27 (D&AS); House Sparrow - 15 at West Royalty feeders sporadically in Nov.
(DC&ES), at Summerside feeders in early Dec. (G&SF), 5 at North Lake farm during CBC on Dec. 14 (FdB, RA,
JDM).  Older Records: Glossy Ibis - 1 seen in early 1970s at St. Peter’s shore in spring (HAS).

Thanks to the following contributors who provided records for this listing, namely: AA - Anne Arvidson; MA -
Mark Arsenault; RA - Ron Arvidson; JBl - Jean Blanchard; VB - Vanessa Bonnyman; BD - Billy Dockendorff;
DBu - Donna Burke; WFB - Bill Bowerbank; DCla - Danny Clark; EC- Elwood Coakes; FRC - Rosemary Curley;
GDC - George Coade; JC - Jordan Condon; RC- Ray Cooke; SGC - Sharon Clark; CD - Charles Daigle; DD -
Daphne Davey; FdB - Fiep de Bie; LD - Lois Doan; SdE&CB - Suzanne d’Entremont & Cliff Briand; G&SF -
Greg & Sandra Feetham; W&SF - Warren & Sherron Foulkes; CEG - Chuck Gallison; CEGa - Claude E. Gallant;
GG - Gary Griffin; GGr - Garry Gregory; JG - Judy Goodwin; JMG - Jolene M. Gallant; SG - Shirley Gallant;  BH
- Ben Hoteling; RWH - Robert Harding; WGH (formerly BHa) - Bill Hartford; JH - Joe Hood; JK - John Klymko;
BCL - Barb LeClair; LL - Lynne Lund; A&PM - Arlene & Paul McGuigan; BM - Ben MacNeill; BCM  - Bonnie
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McOrmond; DMo - Denise Motard; DMur - Dale Murchison; EM - Evelyn Martin; FM - Francis McAulduff;
G&FMa - Gisele & Fred Martin; GMa - George Mallett; GMcC - Gail McCourt; IMi - Ian Millman; JDM - Dan
McAskill; JGM - Gerald MacDonald (formerly listed as GM); JMa - Jane Martin; KMacA - Kathleen MacAulay;
KEM - Kate MacQuarrie; MMc - Matt McIver; NM - Nicole Murtagh; PM - Phil McCabe; PMacK - Paul
MacKenzie; REM - Rosanne MacFarlane; RMJ - Robyn Murchison-Jackson; SMcB - Scott McBurney; WJM -
Wade MacKinnon; AO - Audrey Oakley; DO - Dwaine Oakley; KSO - Kelly-Sue O’Connor; BDP - Brad Potter;
LKSP - Luke Peters; FR - Faye Rilley; GR - Gordon Ramsey; JR - John Read Jr.;  JtR - John te Raa; DC&ES -
David & Elaine Seeler; D&AS - Don & Alma Steeves; GS - Gary Schneider; HAS - Art Smith; IS - Ian Scott; JDS
- John D. Somers; SSch - Shawn Schofield; SCS - Scott Sinclair;  JHS - Jim Sutton; RT - Reg Dutch Thompson;
AW - Anne Wootton; GW - Geoff Wood; JW - Jackie Waddell; JWa - Jean Watts; S&JW - Sue and John Whitaker;
WCT - Wildlife Conservation Technology Class; HY - Harry Yeo; LY - Lorne Yeo, JLZ - Julie-Lynn Zahavich.

ENVIRONMENTAL CALENDAR:
Note:  All Society presentations and field trips are open to the public.   

Society meetings start at 7:30 PM at  Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and Kent Street,
Charlottetown.  YN = young naturalists encouraged to attend or participate

January 6th - Bird Mortality - Dr. Richard Elliot, Director of Wildlife Research with the Canadian Wildlife
Service will be the feature speaker for the Nature PEI’s Annual General Meeting.  The Society’s meeting
starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and Kent, Charlottetown. YN

January 20 - Extirpated Animals of PEI - will provide this Island Nature Trust presentation at the Confederation
Centre Library at 7:00 PM.

January 31 - 2015 Winter Woodlot Tour at Brookvale - Field trip.  For details, check the Nature PEI website or
the Birding on PEI Facebook site or contact Ron Arvidson (see page 2).

February 3rd - Eels on the Island: A Slippy Tale - Dr. David Cairns, Fisheries Scientist with the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans will be Nature PEI’s feature speaker for our monthly meeting.  The Society’s meeting
starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and Kent, Charlottetown. YN

February 13th to 16th - Great Backyard Bird Count - This free 4-day annual event allows birdwatchers to
contribute their sightings be it in their backyard or at another field site. See http://gbbc.birdcount.org/ YN

February 17 - Changing Wildlife Landscapes - Jackie Waddell will provide this Island Nature Trust presentation
at the Confederation Centre Library at 7:00 PM.

March 3rd - Muskrat Study in PEI - Garry Gregory, Wildlife Biologist with the Forests, Fish and Wildlife
Division will be Nature PEI’s feature speaker for our monthly meeting.  The Society’s meeting starts at
7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and Kent, Charlottetown. YN

March 17 - Mosses, Fungi and Lichens - Rosemary Curley of will provide this Island Nature Trust presentation at
the Confederation Centre Library at 7:00 PM.

April 7th - CLIVE - the Coastal Erosion Visualization Tool Created by UPEI’s Climate Research Lab and the
Spatial Interface Lab at Simon Fraser University - Dr. Adam Fenech and Don Jardine of UPEI’s
Climate Research Lab will be Nature PEI’s feature speaker for our monthly meeting.  The Society’s
meeting starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and Kent, Charlottetown. YN

April 24th - Island Nature Trust Annual Dinner & Auction - set for Top of the Park at Red Shores in
Charlottetown. For tickets, please contact the Trust at 902-892-7513.

May 5th - Arts in Nature -  Mary Curtis, a botanical illustrator, will be Nature PEI’s feature speaker for our
monthly meeting.  The Society’s meeting starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of
West and Kent, Charlottetown. YN

May 30th - Nature PEI’s Bain Bird Count - This is the Society’s spring bird count which documents the
movement of migrating birds to PEI.  The counts can take place anywhere on the Island between midnight
and midnight during this day.   Birders are encouraged to form teams and participate in this event. For more
information, please contact Dan McAskill at 902-569-4351 or by email at jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca 

June 2nd - Conservation Conversations: Where Should We Focus Conservation Work on PEI? - Julie Vasseur
of Nature Conservancy Canada will be Nature PEI’s feature speaker for our monthly meeting.  The
Society’s meeting starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House. YN
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Weekly Minimum Shorebird Numbers Observed in the PEINP During 2014
126 Excursions from 27th April to 29th November, 2014

© 2014 David Seeler

April May June July August September October November

Species 21     28 5       12        19      26 2          9        16       23      30 7        14       21     28 4        11       18       25 1         8        15       22      29 6        13        20      27 3         10       17

BBPL 6 24 28 25 7 5 1 6 20 81 134 165 91 72 14 81 85 123 136 94 53 38 6

AMGP 2 2 1

PIPL 1 1 1

SEPL 2 10 127 157 294 383 287 272 226 28 130 128 163 31 4

GRYE 2 20 46 10 2 1 1 22 31 42 79 105 90 104 105 67 169 55 44 14 28 95 6 7 7

WILL 5 7 6 3 5 5 4 4 2 1 9 5 17 2 4 4 1

LEYE 7 20 3 9 28 50 137 106 51 62 117 41 8 30 9 7 4 5 1

WHIM 1

HUGO 1 1 2 4 1 4 4 2 4 2 3 3 2

RUTU 2 3 6 16 8 6 5 1 1

REKN 1 3 14 11 15 6 11 17 4 37 7 29

SAND
14 24 21 8 2

SESA 6 2 84 145 171 370 163 284 137 61 90 129 410 322 121 6

LESA 5 2 30 160 86 233 98 15 36 28 6 1 21

WRSA 4 9 26 7 6 13 1 5 1 5 8 4

BASA 1 3 2 1 1

PESA

DUNL 4 27 29 208 430 181 351 125 251 61 6

SBDO 2 125 23 111 172 176 247 77 35 47 6 15

LBDO 1

WISN
1

In Co-operation with Prince Edwadrd Island National Parks and the Canadian Wildlife Service, Government of Canada
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