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NATURE PEI - NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
P.O. BOX 2346, CHARLOTTETOWN, P.E.I. C1A 8C1

Meetings are held of the first Tuesday of the month from October to June at 7:30 p.m. at Beaconsfield’s Carriage
House, corner of West and Kent Street in Charlottetown.  Each meeting commences with a brief business meeting
followed by a nutrition break and our guest speaker.  Members and non-members are welcome.  

Membership is open to anyone interested in the natural history of Prince Edward Island.  Membership is available at
any meeting or by contacting the Treasurer at P.O. Box 2346, Charlottetown PE C1A 8C1.  Annual membership is $20
and renewals are due in January.  Multi-year renewals are $20 per year for which you wish to renew.  Membership
expiry dates are shown in the top right hand corner of the mailing label or by a notice provided to those receiving
electronic newsletters.

The Society is directed by a volunteer Executive elected from its members.
2016 Executive:

President ....................................................Rosemary Curley, Stratford 902-569-1209 rcurleypei@eastlink.ca 
Vice-President  .........................Gerald MacDougall, Charlottetown 902-368-8092 eagle.dynasty@gmail.com
Past President ............................... ...............Ian Scott, Charlottetown 902-892-5796 scotts@pei.sympatico.ca
Secretary ..........................................Robert Harding, Summerville 902-838-2699 rharding@pei.sympatico.ca
Treasurer ....................................................Don Jardine, Winsloe South 902-368-2549 dejardine@eastlink.ca
Director-  Program & Publicity .....................Diane Griffin, Stratford 902-569-2343 dianegriffin@eastlink.ca
Director - Field Trips .....................................Julie Vasseur, Charlottetown 902-940-1310  jlvssr@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor....................................Dan McAskill, Donagh 902-569-4351 jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca 

NEWSLETTERS are normally published quarterly and are available in Acrobat Reader colour format via E-mail or in
black & white hard copy delivered by mail.  Hard copies are printed on recycled paper.  Articles, notes, reports,
drawings, bird sightings, plant records, pictures, etc. are welcomed from members and non-members.  If you have seen
anything unusual, please share it with us.  It is important to have your nature observations recorded so that others may
learn from them.  All contributions should be sent by mail to Dan McAskill, Newsletter Editor, Nature PEI (NHSPEI),
368 Brazel Road, Donagh, P.E.I. C1B 0T9 or via E-mail to jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca  The next deadline for articles,
sightings, or other newsletter information is September 10th, 2016.

Illustrations/Pictures:  The Society extends its thanks to Ron Arvidson, Bird Studies Canada, Hélène Blanchet, Daphne
Davey, Mike Denbeck, Sara Deveau; Greg Feetham, Lynn Grant, Gerald MacDougall, Brett MacKinnon, Evelyn Martin,
Dale Murchison, Nicole Murtagh, Nature Conservancy of Canada, Dwaine Oakley, John te Raa, and Marcy Robertson
for the use of their photographs in this issue.

Reprinting:  Editors of other newsletters and teachers wishing to copy classroom materials are welcome to reprint
articles from the Island Naturalist (except when copyrighted).  Due acknowledgment must be provided to the Island
Naturalist, the author and illustrator.

Web page:  www.NaturePEI.ca  Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/NaturePEI 

Nature PEI gratefully acknowledges support from the Department of Education, Early Learning and Culture which
enables distribution of newsletters to schools and libraries desiring it.  The Society has representation on the board of
the Island Nature Trust.  The Society is a registered charity and a non-profit organization (Part 2, PEI Companies Act). 
Tax receipts are issued for donations to the Society and these funds are used to further the work of the Society.

Cover Illustration:  
The Satyr Comma butterfly was photographed on April 22 while the Eastern Garter Snake photo was taken on

May 4th, 2016.  Both species overwinter as adults. The garter snake generally hibernates underground.  The Satyr is
listed as an S2 species with only 6 to 20 know sites.  They were photographed at Hardy Mill Pond by John te Raa.
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May 15th Nature PEI - Birding on PEI
field trip participants scoping Greater

Scaup at Pigot’s Trail
Photo by John Te Raa

NATURE PEI NEWS:

Thanks to the Birding Your Patch field trip initiative conceptualized by
Ron Arvidson, Nature PEI and Birding on PEI co-hosted four birding field trips
in April through June.  Ron Arvidson led a group to the Bonshaw Hills for a bird
trip on April 24th.  Dan McAskill led field trips on May 14th and May 15th to
Pigot’s Trail and the Allisary Creek Impoundment, and Diane Griffin and
Rosemary Curley led a birding trip to the Fullerton’s Marsh on June 11th and
Diane conducted a plant tour of this same area later that same morning.

The Society was successful in its application for Wildlife Conservation
Funding to complete the sorting and identification of the balance of the spiders
collected in 2015 as well as a number of additional collections that were being
held at UPEI.  This work is nearing completion.

In 2002, the Society was bequeathed a collection of 35mm colour slides
taken by the late Margaret Mallett, a long term member of the Natural History Society of Prince Edward Island and a
well known Island photographer.  As technology has changed, slide projectors are no longer readily available for use. 
Efforts are underway to have Margaret’s slides digitized so that they will be more readily available for educational and
research purposes. 

Society Board members enjoyed a supper hosted by Rosemary Curley on May 18th.  A lively discussion on
Future Directions of Nature PEI.  The discussions included ways and means to celebrate the Society’s 50th Anniversary
in 2019, revival of the Society’s Facebook Plant site, promotion of bird records, the proposed water act, environmental
education, membership and marketing.

Editor’s Note: If you have suggestions regarding the celebration of our 50th anniversary, please send them one or more
of the Society’s Board members (see inner cover). 

GRACKLE ATTACKING BAT:         By Trevor Wadman

I went down to the marsh below our place on the Campbellton Rd. in Stanley Bridge around 4 p.m. on April
29th, 2016.  I observed a solitary bat flying around just above the water. There were small swarms of very small flying
insects in the air.  Every so often the bat would skim the water.  Eventually it flew closer to us and the trees bordering
the water.  A Common Grackle flew out of the trees and intercepted the bat, grabbing it by the wing.  After a very brief
encounter, the bat fell the three to four feet to the water landing in partially floating vegetation. The grackle then flew to
the trees before immediately returning to hover over the bat which was now swimming. I had been trying to get photos
however I had the wrong lens on. I looked down at the camera and when I looked back up the grackle was on top of a
stump that protrudes from the water and was looking over the edge and the bat was nowhere in sight. I made my way to
the shore near the stump and the grackle flew away. Wanting to check out the condition of the bat, I waded out up to my
knees in the cold and very smelly water/mud. The side of the stump the grackle was looking over had rotted out
providing many spots where the bat which I could not find could have crawled up into from the waterline. My son who
was with me said he saw the bat make it to the stump, and, since we seen the grackle had nothing in it's beak when it
flew away, we knew the bat had at least found cover.

So this was for me an early sighting of a bat, plus the first time I seen one being preyed upon. Perhaps the
grackle wasn't going to consume it, but was merely eliminating another flying creature from it's territory. 

ISLAND NATURE TRUST ANNOUNCES MALPEQUE BAY ACQUISITIONS:

Under the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, 1971), Malpeque Bay is designated as both a Wetlands of
International Importance (a Ramsar site) and as an Important Bird Area (IBA) of global and national significance.  Thus,
it is fantastic news to hear that the Island Nature Trust has acquired two new properties in southern Malpeque Bay, one
on Big Courtin (Bunbury) Island and one on Gunning Shore in Sherbrooke.  This area in the south end of Malpeque Bay
hosts large numbers of migrating waterfowl in spring and autumn, high numbers of shorebirds in late summer and
sometimes Red-necked and other grebe species.  The terrestrial habitat is rich in birds during the breeding season.
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Hudsonian Godwit at
Malpeque

Photo by Greg Feetham

Aerial view of Holman’s Island 2015
NCC Photo by Mike Denbeck

These properties were acquired through a split-receipt part donation, part purchase
from Donna MacKay and Eric Johnston of Summerside. The Trust will be holding “A
Celebration of Lands” this summer after bug season! (Adapted from “Our Lands - Malpeque
Bay: Teeming with Life and Now with 90 More Acres Protected” Island Nature Trust April
2016 Issue #132 and the Ramsar and IBA websites)

GRACKLES FISHING:         By Trevor Wadman

Another behavior we observed with the Grackle, this marsh right now has a large number of minnows (maybe
Gudgeons as it is an estuarine area) that are schooling in the very shallow waters along the edge, maybe spawning. The
Grackle would fly about a foot or two above the water heading to the shore. The schools of fish would be darting ahead
trying to get away(if you ever seen these fish they kind of make the water look like it is boiling when then dart off). The
Grackle would chase the school right to the shore, where it would then grab any that had grounded. This was also a first
for me. I had quite often watched grackles fish for sticklebacks in fresh water, but had never seen them fish in this
particular way before. 

NATURE CONSERVANCY OF CANADA ACQUIRES HOLMAN’S ISLAND:

The Nature Conservancy of Canada has acquired Holman’s
Island, A 36 hectares (90 acres) Island located in Bedeque Bay thus
protecting a significant habitat less than 2 km from downtown
Summerside and an important part of PEI’s cultural history. Holman’s
Island was the home of the Island Park Hotel, PEI’s first summer
resort, established in 1872. Ravaged by fire in 1904, the hotel was
destroyed.  Since then, the island has evolved naturally and is now a
refuge for wildlife and shorebirds often use its adjacent waters.

Holman’s Island lies within the Bedeque Bay Important Bird
Areas (IBAs), one of sixteen internationally-recognized sites within
PEI. The Nature Conservancy of Canada acquired the island from
siblings Rodney Clark and Sue Kelly, who wanted to see Holman’s
Island designated as a nature reserve and remain a “hotel for birds” in
perpetuity.

The offshore islands on PEI were identified for conservation as natural areas during various natural/ecological
reviews.  Nature Conservancy of Canada also considers the offshore Islands as priority areas for acquisition and
conservation.  To date, NCC has assisted in the protection of ten of PEI’s 19 offshore islands. Holman’s Island features
a 4-hectare (10-acre) salt marsh and part of the 80 acres of forest fits the classic Acadian forest covertype.   Old growth
Acadian forest is becoming increasingly rare in the Maritimes.

The estuarine waters off Holman’s Island and its shores serve as feeding and staging areas for a variety of
shorebirds, waterfowl and invertebrates.  In addition, the terrestrial habitats provide nesting habitat for a wide variety of
species.

The acquisition of Holman’s Island was supported by funding from the Government of Canada through the
Natural Areas Conservation Program, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service through the North American Wetlands
Conservation Act, the Joan and Regis Duffy Foundation, Cooke Insurance, Clearwater Fine Foods, and many local
donors. (Adapted from a NCC Press Release of May 10th, 2016 and information pertaining to Offshore Islands on PEI,
the IBA website, and other sources).
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NEWS FROM ABOUT:                Compiled by Dan McAskill

Great news regarding our knowledge of bird migration.  During biennial meetings on Bird Conservation in the
Western Hemisphere, Bird Studies Canada’s President Steven Price signed a memorandum of understanding between
the Panama Audubon Society and Bird Studies Canada.  This MOU will allow the monitoring of bird movements
through Panama using the Motus Wildlife Tracking System. By early April, Bird Studies Canada, SELVA, and the
Panama Audubon Society had installed four Motus receiving stations along the Canal Zone through which most
migrants funnel. The first birds detected by these tracking stations were four radio-tagged Swainson’s Thrushes tagged
last winter in Colombia by Ph.D. student Ana Gonzalez as part of a collaborative research project of the University of
Saskatchewan, Environment Canada, SELVA, and Bird Studies Canada. The birds began their northern migration in
mid-March, and the first thrush was detected in Panama on April 14.

The status of the Red Crossbill (percna subspecies) was upgraded from Endangered to Threatened by the
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) during its spring meeting.  This change came
about from its reassessment after the discovery of a previously unknown small sub-population of birds on Anticosti
Island, Québec (Adapted from Bird Studies Canada Latest News, May 2, 2016).

One of our struggles as naturalists is recruiting young birders.  Bird Studies Canada’s launch of its Schoolyard
Bird Blitz may help address this deficiency by encouraging students across Canada to  conduct bird surveys in their
schoolyard during May each year.  This new national education program was developed by BSC and is being supported
by the Canadian Wildlife Federation and The W. Garfield Weston Foundation.  To learn more about this program visit
BSC’s website or contact education@birdscanada.org website  (Adapted from Bird Studies Canada Latest News May 2,
2016).

More good news!  The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of British Columbia, Canada’s first online bird atlas has
been completed.  The atlas is packed with innovative, user-friendly features, and is an entirely free new resource
designed for almost everyone from environmental professionals and researchers to birdwatchers, educators, and students
(Adapted from Bird Studies Canada Latest News, May 6, 2016).

Knowledge is one of the keystones of overcoming environmental challenges.  Thus, the news that the University
of Toronto Scarborough opened a facility dedicated to research and teaching on environmental science respecting
climate change, groundwater pollution in urban areas, restoration of degraded habitats and sea level rise is indeed good
news. (Adapted from “U of T Investing in Environmental Science” in Toronto Field Naturalist #619-8 April 2016).

Another good news story from the Nature
Conservancy of Canada with the acquisition of two
sites totaling 130 ha (323 ac.) bordering on Percival
River! Thanks to the generosity of a friend of William
“Bill” Richard McKie and Bill’s love of wildlife
NCC has named this natural area “The William
Richard McKie Wildlife Reserve”.   These lands
include forest cover with red maple, eastern white
cedar, black spruce, white birch, white ash, trembling
aspen and balsam fir as well as saltmarsh.  A portion
of these lands was donated through the federal
government’s Ecological Gifts Program. (adapted
from NCC news release & Journal Pioneer article “NCC introduces The William Richard McKie Wildlife Reserve” by
Eric McCarthy dated April 26, 2016)

It is with great sadness that Nature PEI members and those whose life were touched by his birding skill and joy
for life heard the news that Vernon Laux died on January 21st, 2016.  While Vernon was visiting and living on the
Island, he shared his birding knowledge and enthusiasm with many and increased Islander’s awareness on the value of
birds and their natural habitats.  It was his leadership that led to the establishment of the East Point Christmas Bird
Count and he contributed many sightings to the Island Naturalist.  For those who birded with him or knew him, we miss
his enthusiasm and his generosity in sharing his birding knowledge!  If you would like to recall him more vividly, have a
look at “A Tribute to E. Vernon Laux: “Keep your Eyes to the Sky” by Peter Trimble and Jeremiah Trimble in Bird
Observer: The Birding Journal for New England.

In 2015, thanks to support from a Toronto Field Naturalists’ grant, over 1,000 students from thirty-five
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American Robin chicks in
Confederation Trail shelter near

Hunter River
Photo by John te Raa

classrooms were introduced to local reptile and amphibians through the Adopt-A-Pond Wetland Conservation
Programme. (Adapted from Julia Phillips’ “Over 1000 Students Reached During Adopt-A-Pond’s Terrific Turtles, Sassy
Salamanders and Fabulous Frogs School Visits” in Toronto Field Naturalist #619-8 April 2016) 

Thanks to TFN’s contributions, 95 teens from 57 communities across Ontario were brought together for a
weekend for Ontario Nature’s Nature Guardians Youth Program.  In 2015, the Youth Council had grown to 70 members
and 32 young leaders attended a retreat to plan activities for 2016 including their pollinator campaign, conservation
volunteering events and the its Youth Summit. For more information check
www.ontarionature.org/connect/nature_guardians/index.php (Adapted from Sarah Hedges’ “Inspiring the Next
generation of Conservationists” in Toronto Field Naturalist #619-8 April 2016)

 
BIRD NESTS - YOU CAN ADD TO OUR KNOWLEDGE:          Adapted from Bird Studies Canada

So, you found a bird nest in your yard or during a field trip.  What can you
do?  If you’re willing to do some reading on how to minimize disturbance to the
nest and what information to record, you can send the information online to Project
NestWatch.  The data you submit will become part of a data set that stretches back
to the 1800s!  These collective observations help scientists follow the health of bird
populations through analysis of changes over many decades.  Participation in
Project NestWatch is fun, easy, and free!  For more information about Project
NestWatch program visit BSC’s website or email
projectnestwatch@birdscanada.org  (Adapted from Bird Studies Canada Latest
News April 25, 2016)

FINALLY, THE BIRD ATLAS IS IN HAND!

After overcoming many challenges, the Second Atlas of Breeding Birds
of the Maritime Provinces arrived in Sackville in May, 2016.  This new
publication is the most comprehensive and current information source on the
status of the breeding birds of the Maritimes and covers their distribution,
abundance, habitats, and conservation. The book is beautifully illustrated by
some of the finest Maritime wildlife photographers, and includes detailed
maps.

Driven by their love of birds, over 1,300 birders from across the
Maritimes and visiting birders from afar, submitted 260,000 records for 222
species of breeding birds.  The level of effort was incredible.  The birders
contributed 48,000 hours of field survey effort and many thousands of hours of
data entry in addition to their in-kind donation of travel costs.  A wide variety
of sponsors gave donations and or provided in-kind contributions to allow this
project to be completed.  A special thanks goes out to the many volunteers who
tackled the added challenges of serving as coordinators, scrutineer of records,
writing of species accounts and much more. 

On May 7th,  the Atlas was launched at the Confederation Centre Library with a presentation by Laura
Tranquilla of Bird Studies Canada’s Atlantic Office.  For those who pre-ordered a copy and patiently waited for the final
product to be in hand, there was a substantial discount in cost. 

A limited number will of copies of the Atlas are available for new sales (in English or French) at a price of $72.
Copies are available at the Bookmark in Charlottetown or contact BSC’s Atlantic Program Manager Laura Tranquilla at
ltranquilla@birdscanada.org (Adapted in part from Bird Studies Canada May 6, 2016)
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Senior Science Fair Winner
Alyson MacCormack

Photo by Gerald MacDougall

Elementary Science Fair Winner
Ashlyn Meisner

Photo by Gerald MacDougall

Elementary Science Fair
Winner Sydney Lawlor

Photo by Gerald MacDougall

PEI SCIENCE FAIR:  By Gerald MacDougall & Diane Griffin

For many years, the Society has contributed cash prizes for the student winners of natural history related
projects for the elementary, junior and senior levels at the PEI Science Fair.  On April 5th, Gerald MacDougall and Diane
Griffin judged the natural history presentations of the students.  They awarded a cash prize and a year’s membership in

the Society to the following students from the $200 allocated for this purpose.
Alyson MacCormack, a Grade 11 Souris Regional High student won the Senior

Category developed her project “Gene expression of Atlantic salmon kidney cell line in
response to different bacterial pathogens”.  During her presentation, she noted that
understanding and measuring immune responses of Atlantic salmon can be helpful in the
design of new treatments. Different forms of the bacteria were also compared to
determine if the hazard of live bacterial experiments could be avoided for other similar
trials. To measure these immune responses, Atlantic salmon cell line cultures were
grown and infected with different concentrations of live bacteria, dead bacteria, and the
lipopolysaccharide of a bacteria. After this, the cells were sampled, RNA was extracted,
converted into cDNA, and then qPCR was performed. Due to unforeseen circumstances,
her conclusions were not available in time for inclusion in her presentation.  Alyson was
awarded a cash prize of $100.

Ashlyn Meisner a Grade 5 student of Greenfield Elementary developed
her project “Clean Air ?” Her project concerned clean air and our environment.
She wanted to know if the Summerside/St. Eleanors area had clean hair or dirty
air because being careful about our environment is an important part of her life.
She explained all about clean air, dirty air and everything in between! Ashlyn was
awarded a cash prize of $50. 

Sydney Lawlor, a Grade 6 student of L. M. Montgomery Elementary
developed her project “The Moons of Jupiter”.   This project looked at the
various moons surrounding Jupiter and the potential for life in outer space. She
found that at least one moon of Jupiter could sustain microbial life! Sydney was
awarded a cash prize of $50. 

Thanks to those who contributed raffle items or purchased tickets for the monthly
Nature PEI draws as these funds are what allows the Society to make these student
awards. 

THE STATE OF NORTH AMERICAS’S BIRDS:   By Bird Studies Canada

 Bird Studies Canada and our North American Bird Conservation Initiative partners recently released the first
joint conservation assessment of the birds of Canada, the United States, and Mexico. According to The State of North
America’s Birds 2016, 432 of our continent’s 1,154 native bird species (37%) are in crisis. Declining populations and
severe threats to their habitats mean that without significant action, these species could be facing extinction. 

Birds in ocean and tropical forest habitats are of the highest conservation concern. Fortunately, positive trends
for recovering bird groups such as waterfowl and birds of prey demonstrate what our countries can accomplish when we
work together on bird conservation. Visit our website for Bird Studies Canada’s perspective on the major findings, and
ways you can help.
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Protection of eggs and nests were
amongst the Treaty provisions

Photo by John te Raa

The report release marks the 100th anniversary of the 1916 Migratory Bird Convention Treaty between Canada
and the U.S. The results reflect the contributions of tens of thousands of Citizen Scientists. We thank all of our
supporters for making this important work possible (From Bird Studies Canada June 1, 2016)

MIGRATORY BIRDS CONVENTION  TREATY CENTENNIAL:

By the late 1800s, a number of species of birds that occurred in Canada were extinct and many others were
suffering from serious population declines due to commercial exploitation.  The Governments of both Canada and
United States recognized the potential loss of many species and, in the first decade of the 20th Century, began developing
acts to help conserve certain bird populations.  When banding studies showed the extent of migration, the governments
recognized that international action was required to help populations recover.  Thus, on August 16th, 1916, the Migratory
Birds Convention Treaty was signed by Canada and United States.  As a result of the treaty, Canada developed and
enacted the Migratory Birds Convention Act in 1917 and, in 1918, the U.S. Congress passed the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act.  

These acts established the goal of sustaining healthy migratory bird
populations for harvest by regulating the hunting of native migratory game birds (e.g.
established non-hunting periods, maximum length of harvest season), prohibited
hunting of non-game and insectivorous birds, protecting the habitat necessary for
migratory birds, prohibiting the sale of wild birds, eggs, and nests and other
management tools.  However, these acts excluded non-migratory birds (e.g. Ruffed
Grouse) and so called “nuisance” birds, namely, cormorants, pelicans, hawks, owls,
kingfishers, crows, and certain blackbirds.  Thus, the first international conservation
treaty in the Western Hemisphere was created.  

This was an incredible achievement as market hunting in the late 1800s was
one of the primary causes decimating waterfowl, shorebirds, passenger pigeon,
herons, terns, rails, Bobolinks, woodland birds and other species that were sold in

markets and stores or to the feather trade for pen quills, decoration of hats, stuffing of pillows and mattresses, and other
clothing uses.  Twenty years later, Mexico was added to the treaty thus expanding the coverage to all of North America.  

During the century since the treaty was signed, Canada has amended the Migratory Birds Convention Act twice
and the provinces and states created new laws to conserve raptors and many of the other species then considered
“nuisance birds”.  (Adapted from “President’s Message: Conserving Our Shared Birds” by Steven Price and Jon
McCracken’s “Migratory Bird Conservation: A Great Act to Follow” in Bird Studies Canada’s BirdWatch Canada
Spring 2016 Number 75)

For more information on this centenary, google Hinterland Who’s Who series.

2016 BAIN BIRD COUNT: by Dan McAskill, Ray Cooke, Dwaine Oakley, Nicole Murtagh,  Lucas
MacCormac, Paul and Arlene McGuigan, and Jean Watts

This year, the Bain Bird Count was held on May 28th.  Two teams participated this year down from five last
year.  The teams covered the northern part of the Island from Charlottetown to East Point to North Rustico.  On Friday
evening before the count, Saturday’s weather forecast was acceptable with a 40% chance of showers, cool weather and
acceptable winds for owling to start the day with moderate winds forecast for morning to evening while Sunday’s
weather forecast had a 60% chance of showers, warmer weather but moderate winds for most of the day.  So much for
forecasts and pre-planning!  Late Friday evening brought thunder and lighting combined with 20 mm of heavy rain.  The
Central team consulted by text and phone messages and reset the start time from 1:30 am to 4 am.  The winds were low
to start the day with cloudy to misty conditions until early evening when the sunshine broke through the clouds.   The
day started off at 9º C, rose to about 12 º C in late morning then and dropped to 5º C by 9:30 pm.  The southerly winds
were ~10 km at 4:30 am and increased to 20+ km/hr by mid-day but the wind shifted to west then northerly by the
afternoon with the wind speed peaking at 39 km/hr.   There was a short period of misty rain during the afternoon but, by
late evening, the sun broke through the clouds.  While the sun was out, the strong northerly winds and dropping
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Canada Warbler May, 2016
Photo by Nicole Murtagh

temperatures meant shelter was being sought from the vehicle.  There were certainly no issues with heat distortion while
using a telescope on this outing! 

Gerald MacDonald, Lucas MacCormack, Arlene and Paul McGuigan, and Jean Watts formed the Eastern Team
and had a really good day seeing or hearing 81 bird species.  Some of their highlights included: out of 35 Bald Eagles
seen, 23 were in one group at Naufrage and, at another spot, they observed two Bald Eagles swooping down with locked
talons; Piping Plover, White-winged Crossbills, Eastern Kingbird, and Hooded Merganser (at the Naufrage lagoons). 
They seen a melanistic snowshoe hare at Harmony Road and a fox, beaver, eastern chipmunk, two red squirrels and 3
snowshoe hare.  They shared many stories and much laughter during the 11 hour birding trip covering 118 km by car and
1 km by walking.  As usual, they made the day a celebration with a picnic lunch and toasted the memory of Norah
Longworth with consomme and sherry, one of Norah’s birding traditions.  They ended the day with a lobster potluck at
Gerald’s home in Monticello.

Ray Cooke, Dwaine Oakley, Nicole Murtagh and Dan
McAskill made up the Central Team.  Their first birds recorded were
singing American Robin in the predawn hours.  On the way to their
first owling stop, about 20 Common Tern lifted off the Hillsborough
Bridge Pier.  The altered timing caused by the thunder, lighting and
rain event a few hours prior to that meant a very brief period for
owling.  However, a pair of Barred Owls was located at Dromore
and American Woodcock and Canada Geese were heard at the White
Road.  The Central Team commenced birding at 3:55 A.M. and
continued until 20:00 P.M.  They covered 476 km by road and about
0.2 km walking.  With few exceptions, they all noted a significant
reduced population count for the normally common species seen or
heard during this count.  The birding highlights of the day for the
Central Team were great views of the crest colour on an Eastern
Kingbird, a Canada and 3 Blackpoll Warblers, a Bay-breasted Warblers, the diversity of warblers and sparrows
including a spectacular view of a Lincoln’s Sparrow.  On the flowering side of life, marsh marigold, dandelion, wild
strawberry, service berry, white violet, blue violet, buckbean, leatherleaf, red-berried elder, one patch of rhodora
(MacEwen’s Road), nodding trillium (New Harmony) and a few blueberries were in flower.  No butterflies were seen
during the day!  The wind and cool temperatures meant small numbers of the blackflies and mosquitos!  During the
day’s outing, 2 red fox, 4 raccoon, 2 snowshoe hare, 2 red squirrels, a beaver, and a pack of coyotes were either seen or
heard.  No house cats were seen in the field.  Spring peepers and northern leopard frogs were heard.

Together, this year’s two teams observed and/or heard 123 bird species the same number of  species seen in
2015.  In comparison, there were 130 bird species recorded in 2007 and 2008, 127 in the 2009, 142 in the 2010, 128
species in the 2011, 110 species in the 2013, and the 139 of 2014 Bain Bird Counts.

2016 Bain Bird Count List: 
With the exception of Northern Parula, Black-throated Green Warblers, Yellow Warbler and Common

Yellowthroat, the numbers of warblers were relatively low but there was pretty good diversity. 
The species bolded in the text marked highlights of the day.

Canada Goose
Wood Duck
Gadwall
American Wigeon
American Black Duck
Mallard
Blue-winged Teal
Northern Shoveler
Green-winged Teal
Ring-necked Duck
Common Eider

Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Black Scoter
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Ring-necked Pheasant
Ruffed  Grouse
Common Loon (1)
Pied-billed Grebe
Northern Gannet

Double-crested
Cormorant
Great Cormorant
American Bittern
Great Blue Heron
Osprey
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Red-tailed Hawk (1)
Sora
Piping Plover

Black-bellied Plover
Spotted Sandpiper
Greater Yellowlegs
Willet
Lesser Yellowlegs
Ruddy Turnstone
Sanderling
Red Knot
Wilson’s Snipe
American Woodcock
Black Guillemot (2)
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Question Mark butterfly at Riverview
Estates in July, 2012

Photo by Evelyn Martin

Black-legged Kittiwake
(4)
Bonaparte’s Gull (4)
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Iceland Gull
Glaucous Gull (1)
Great Black-backed Gull
Caspian Tern
Common Tern
Rock Pigeon
Mourning Dove
Barred Owl (2)
Ruby-throated
Hummingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
American Kestrel

Merlin
Peregrine Falcon (1)
Alder Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird (2)
Blue-headed Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue Jay
American Crow
Common Raven
Tree Swallow
Bank Swallow
Barn Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Boreal Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
Winter Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Swainson’s Thrush
Hermit Thrush

American Robin
European Starling
Cedar Waxwing
Ovenbird
Northern Waterthrush
Black-and-White
Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
American Redstart
Cape May Warbler
Northern Parula
Magnolia Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler (3)
Palm Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler

Black-throated Green
Warbler
Canada Warbler
Chipping Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Lincoln’s Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Bobolink
Red-winged Blackbird
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Purple Finch
Pine Siskin
American Goldfinch
House Sparrow

MARITIME BUTTERFLY ATLAS 2016:          by John Klymko, 2016 Maritimes Butterfly Atlas newsletter

“On September 4, 2014, Mark Arsenault found the first Prince Edward Island record of Eastern Tailed-Blue
(Cupido comyntas) (this 2014 record was submitted in 2015 so it is reported for the first time here). This species has
been discussed a lot during the course of the atlas period because of its apparent rapid range expansion into much of the
Maritimes. At the project outset, Eastern Tailed-Blue had only been recorded in western New Brunswick, with records
from Fredericton, Woodstock, and Grand Manan. During the course of the project, the species was recorded from sites
throughout New Brunswick, and the first ever records were submitted for Nova Scotia and now Prince Edward Island.
Whereas many “new” provincial records are of species that were probably long present but previously overlooked in a
jurisdiction (the first Maritimes record of Crossline Skipper [Polites origenes] in New Brunswick from 2012 and the first
Nova Scotia record of Twospotted Skipper [Euphyes bimacula] in 2013 are good examples of that), these new records of
Eastern Tailed-Blue appear to be indicative of an ongoing range expansion. It seems very unlikely the species was
simply overlooked in the past in all the new areas it is being reported from
- it is a fairly showy species that is found in weedy habitats so it would
surely have been picked up if it was at all as common historically as it is
now.”

The final season of the Maritimes Butterfly Atlas is over but work
is underway to work with the Maine Butterfly Survey to publish the results
of the two projects in a collaborative book. The first step is finalizing the
dataset of MBA records, and a dataset of records collected prior to the
atlas period. Once this is done work will
begin on compiling species accounts, which will comprise the bulk of the
book. It is anticipated that the book will be published in the next few
years. 

If you have old butterfly data or specimens from the 2010 to 2015
period for the Maritimes that were not submitted or even older specimens
or photographs, they may be of interest. Please contact John Klymko at
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Blue Violet at Hardy’s Pond
Photo by John te Raa

jklymko@mta.ca or (506) 364-2660.
Going forward participants are encouraged to continue submitting photographic records to eButterfly (see

e-butterfly.org). If you’re not an eButterfly user, then you can still submit records to the Atlantic Canada Conservation
Data Centre. However, at this point we’re only interested in records of rare and uncommon species i.e. those with a S1,
S2, or S3 code (visit the ACCDC web site).  (Excerpts from 2016 Maritimes Butterfly Atlas newsletter).

WEATHER EVENTS:
 On Mar. 26th, fields were snow covered with some stubble showing from Stratford to East Point and saltwater

along the south shore was clear of ice but Black Pond and 75% of Basin Head were ice covered.  High winds, sleet and
heavy rain dramatically reduced the amount of snow between Donagh and Charlottetown on Mar. 29-30 and caused
many power outages (JDM). ~25% of lower Malpeque Bay, 50% of bay beside Rustico Island Causeway, and 50% of
Noonan’s Marsh was still ice covered on Apr. 3 (JDM, DO).  24 cm of snow at Donagh on Apr. 10th but in melted within
the following week (JDM).  Freshly disced fields at Glenroy and Maple Hill on Apr. 22 (JDM, WFB).   Potatoes were
being planted at Mount Stewart south on Apr. 27 (JDM) and potatoes were still being planted at Emerald on Jun. 2
(JDM, WFB, EM).  Frost at Appin Road on Jun. 1 (MRG).  In the first 15 days of June, it rained on ten of the 15 days
with 53.3 mm of rain recorded at Harrington.

ANIMAL AND PLANT SIGHTINGS: Compiled by J. Dan McAskill

PLANTS: Pussy willow flower buds open at Greenwich on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM).  Snow drops in flower at Riverview Estates
on Mar. 30 (WFB, EM).  First few crocus flowering at Donagh on Apr. 9 (JDM).  Alder catkins open at Hyde Park, Donagh and
Hardy’s Pond on Apr. 17 (JDM, JtR).  Coltsfoot in flower at Glenfinnan on Apr. 19 (GMacD) & by QEH Hospital on Apr. 20
(WFB) & in Stanhope on ~Apr. 21 (BH) and gone to seed at QEH on May 23 (WFB, EM, JDM).  Poplar (Trembling Aspen)
catkins open at Mount Stewart and at Johnston’s River on Apr. 22 (WFB, JDM).   Mayflower in bud at St. Margarets on Apr. 21
(W&SF), a few blossoms open at Straghbohgie Road April 22 (RWH) and at Pisquid River on Apr. 29 (MNM), & in full bloom at
Dundas May 3 (RWH).  Flower buds on Beaked Hazelnut at Donagh were open on Apr. 29 and leaves in Bush Honeysuckle were
flushed past the bud tips on May 4 (JDM). Dandelion in flower on the QEH berm on May 4 (JDM) and first roadside flush at
Johnston’s River, Harrington, and Brackley Beach on May 8 (JDM), large flush roadside, in lawns and in fields on May 18-19 (JDM)
and some going to seed in Johnston’s River and Donagh on May 27 (JDM).  Forsythia in flower at Stratford and Magnolia starting

to flower at Stratford at Cotton Park on May 4 (JDM) but in full flower on May
18 (JDM) and in full flower at Harrington on May 8 (JDM).  The Willow with
yellow stamens at flowering stage at Hardy’s Pond on May 4 (JtR) and at Donagh
on May 5 (JDM). First few Red Maple flowers open at Donagh and raspberry
leaves ½ flushed out of their buds on May 8 (JDM). 1 Daffodil in flower at
Riverview Estates on May 6 (WFB, EM) and at Donagh on May 9 (JDM).  Multi-
coloured violet in flower at Riverview Estates on May 9 (WFB, EM).  Small
White Violet in flower at Donagh on May 9 (JDM).  Lilac leaves ½ flushed out
of their buds on May 10 (JDM).  First Blue Violet of season in blossom at
Donagh on May 15 (JDM).  Marsh Marigold in flower at Straghbobie Road and
at Perth Station on May 16 (RWH) & at Mermaid on May 18 (JDM) & along
Confederation Trail between York and Route 2 on May 20 (JtR) & at Portage
Shore Road on May 23 (NM, DO, LH).  Leather Leaf in flower, White Birch
staminate catkin’s open, Labrador Tea showing but petals not quite open along
Confederation Trail between York and Route 2 on May 20 (JtR).  Tulip in flower
in Stratford and Charlottetown on May 20 (JDM) and first tulip in flower at

Donagh on May 21 (JDM).  Mountain Ash leaflets showing out of buds at Donagh on May 21 (JDM).  Only one Service Berry in
flower at Royalty Junction between Union and Hunter River along the  Confederation Trail on May 21st (JtR) and in flower at
Donagh, Glenfinnan and Pigot’s Trail on May 22 (JDM) & at Bangor on May 23 (RWH).  Haskap berries in flower and being
foraged by bumblebees on May 19th at Summerville (RWH) and at Hardy’s Pond on May 21st (JtR).  Wild strawberry in flower at
Greenwich on May 19 (RWH), at Pigot’s Trail on May 22 (JDM) and at Riverview Estates and Moore’s Pond on May 23 (JDM,
WFB, EM).  Red Oak leaves flushed beyond the bud, White Spruce buds starting to flush, and Raspberry, Mountain Ash, Service
Berry, & Trembling Aspen flushed on May 24 (JDM).  A small patch of Mustard in flower at Uigg on May 23 (JDM, WFB, EM)
and present roadside on May 26 at West Royalty and Donagh (JDM).  Painted Trillium in flower at Perth Station Road on May 28
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Pink Lady’s Slipper at Brookvale
Photo by Daphne Davey

Wild Calla at Avondale on June 5, 2016
Photo by Dwaine Oakley

Bronzed Tiger Beetle at
North Lake June 4, 2016
Photo by Dwaine Oakley

(RWH) and large numbers in flower in Dromore on Jun. 6th (DO, NM).  (See also Bain
Count flowering records).  Red Oak on flower at Riverview Estates on May 29 (WFB, EM)
and in Donagh on May 30 (JDM).  Lilac in flower at Stratford on May 31 and at Donagh on
Jun 1 (JDM).  Horse Chestnut  in flower at Stratford on May 31 (JDM) & at Glenfinnan
and Webster’s Corner on Jun. 2 (JDM).  Star Flower and the first Hawthorne flower open
at Donagh on Jun. 1 with this Hawthorne being mostly in flower on Jun. 3 (JDM).  First hay
freshly cut at Cymbria on Jun. 2 and first Wild Apple in flower roadside at Johnston’s
River, South Rustico, Cavendish and some other sites on Jun. 2 (JDM, WFB, EM).  Bush
Honeysuckle in flower at Donagh on Jun. 2 (JDM).  Grey Birch in flower at Pigot’s Trail
on Jun. 5 (JDM).   Wild Lily-of-the-Valley in flower at Confederation Trail between
Hunter River and York on Jun. 5 (JtR).  Wild Sarsaparilla in flower at Dromore and Wild
Calla at Avondale on Jun. 6 (DO, NM).  A few Choke Cherry in flower at Pigot’s Trail on

Jun. 5 and at Donagh on Jun. 7 (JDM). 
Pink Lady’s Slipper in flower at Brookvale on Jun. 7 (DD).  A few Lupins in
flower at Bunbury (Stratford) on Jun. 8 and widespread flowering several days later
along Charlottetown bypass (JDM).   Small patch of Buttercup in flower at
Johnston’s River and at Charlottetown on Jun. 12 (JDM).  First Mountain Ash
flowers fully open at Donagh on Jun. 9 (JDM).  Orange Hawkweed and Canada
Hawkweed in flower at Stratford on Jun. 12 (FRC) and Canada Hawkweed in
flower at Sherwood on Jun. 13 and at Donagh on Jun. 14 (JDM).  False Solomon’s
Seal (Smilacina racemosa), Blue-bead Lily (Clintonia borealis), Mountain
Maple (Acer spicatum), Blue-eyed Grass (Sisyrinchium montanum), and Large-
leaved Avens (Geum macrophyllum) in flower at Bonshaw on Jun. 13 (DFG). 
White Dutch Clover in flower at Ardgowan in Charlottetown on Jun. 15 and
Donagh on Jun. 16 (JDM).  Butternut flowers had fallen at Donagh on Jun. 15

(JDM).  False Soloman’s Seal and Nodding Trillium in flower in hedge at Reeves
Estates in Stratford (DO).

WORMS - A large number of earth worms on a Stanhope driveway on the morning of Apr. 23 (BH).

SPIDERS/HARVESTMAN:   Harvestman on the cement wall of the house on Apr. 1 (JDM). 
Dozens of black wolf spiders in marsh grass at Brackley Beach saltmarsh on May 8 (JDM, DO, NM).

INSECTS: House fly in snow at East Point on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM) and at Charlottetown on
Apr. 9 (JDM).  A Satyr Comma was photographed and a Mourning Cloak butterfly was seen at
Hardy’s Mill Pond on Apr. 22, 2016 (JtR).  Mosquitos drawing blood at Stratford on May 9 (DO). 
Honey Bees taking nectar from Dandelion at Summerville on May 10 (RWH). A few Blackflies
bouncing off one’s face but not biting at Donagh on May 14, swarming at Summerville on May 15
(RWH) and biting at Donagh on May 17 (JDM).  Forage Looper Moth seen at Summerville on May
19 (RWH).  10 white butterflies flying but avoiding close contact along Confederation Trail between
York and Route 2 on May 20 (JtR).  Spring Azure butterfly flying and nectaring at Donagh on May
21 (JDM).  Tricoloured Bumblebee (AKA Orange-banded Bumblebee) – (Bombus ternarius)
foraging on haskap flowers at Hardy’s Pond on May 21 (JtR, RWH).  Tent caterpillars in alders at
Portage Shore Road on May 23 (NM, DO, LH)  First few June Bugs bouncing off the screens at
Donagh on May 25 (JDM), at Summerville on May 25 (RWH), and at Hartsville on May 26 (JWA). 
First sulphur butterflies seen in flight at Cavendish and Borden on Jun. 2 (WFB, EM, JDM). 1
Canadian Tiger Swallowtail flying at Scotchfort on Jun. 11 (JDM). Bronzed Tiger Beetle at North

Lake on Jun. 4 (DO).  

AMPHIBIANS/REPTILES: A few Wood Frogs calling at Tea Hill on Apr. 9 (FdB, GS) and a ton heard calling along a
Monticello owl route on Apr. 17 (LM, JGM, FRC).  One Spring Peeper calling at Hyde Park pond on Apr. 17 (JDM) & singing in
Monticello area on Apr. 17 (LM, JGM, FRC) and a few were singing at Long Pond in PEI National Park (PEINP) on Apr. 19th (BH). 
First spring peepers of season singing at Summerville on Apr. 22 (RWH) and singing at a code 2 level at Donagh and Mount Stewart
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Northern Flying Squirrel at Stratford on May 14,
2016 - Photo by Nicole Murtagh

Brant at Wright’s Creek on Hillsborough
on Apr. 17, 2016

Photo by John te Raa

on Apr. 28 (JDM).  A large Yellow-spotted Salamander was seen on the Woodlands Trail in PEINP on Apr. 20 (BH). Pair of
Yellow-spotted Salamander at Stratford artificial pond on May 14 (DO, NM).  UID large Frog crossing Fort Augustus Road at
Mermaid on Apr. 23 (JDM).  Garter Snake foraging at Hardy’s Pond on May 4 (JtR).  First American Toad trills at Summerville on
May 8 (RWH) & first trills heard this season at Riverton on May 11 (JDM) & at Cable Head on May 21 (RWH).

FISH: American Smelt in fresh water at Cousin’s Pond in Sea View on Mar. 23 and at West River Bonshaw & Johnston’s River
fishway on Apr. 5 (REM) & at Pisquid River on Apr. 5 (AD) but still not at there at three Donagh Road tributaries on Johnston’s
River flowage on Apr. 17 (JDM).   Hundreds of Capelin found dead at Cavendish beach on May 31 as a result of post spawning
mortality (SL via CBC).

MAMMALS: Eastern Chipmunk active at Reeves Estates in mid-Mar.

(DO) & at Donagh on Mar. 23 & 29 (DO).  1 melanistic (black) Red
Squirrel seen for about two weeks in late March & April at Hartsville
(JWA).   There was a nest of Red Squirrels at Union Road and a nest of
Flying Squirrels at New Dominion in kestrel boxes on Apr. 11 (DO,
WCT).  Red Squirrel at Donagh with a white section at the end of the tail
in May & Jun. JDM).  Northern Flying Squirrel at feeders after dark at
Stratford on May 14 (NM, DO) and occupying a nest box at Hardy’s Pond
on May 4 (JtR).  3 Red Squirrels drinking sycamore sap at Reeves Estates
on Apr. 18 (DO, NM). 2 Mink seen at North Lake on Mar. 26 (DO, NM,
JDM) and tracks near feeders at Donagh on Mar. 30 (JDM).  Snowshoe
Hare at Bunbury still white on Mar. 27 (JDM).  Melanistic Snowshoe Hare
at Hermanville on May 28 (JWA, JGM, LM, A&PM).  American Beaver
at Route 4 on Apr. 2 (BMacK, BD).  Muskrat swimming at Hyde Park on
Apr. 6 (JWA).  Eastern Coyote at Chepstow on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN,
BD).  Regular sightings of Red Fox in Apr. & May (IS, WFB, EM, JDM). 
Red Fox pups climbing up and sliding down a children’s play slide in Jun. (RA).  Raccoon at Fort Augustus after dark on Apr. 11
(JDM) and 1 seen during afternoon on a few days at Donagh feeders in May and early Jun. (JDM).  1 Gray Seal at East Point on Apr.
18 (LM, JGM).  

BIRDS:  Brant - 9 at Marshfield at mouth of Wright’s Creek on Apr. 17 (DO, NM), 19 on Hillsborough River by QEH on Apr. 24
(JtR);  Canada Geese - ~2,000 at China Point corn stubble field, 170 at Basin
Head estuary, & 100 at Souris on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), ~10,000 with ~1,000
at Malpeque, 2,000+ at Shipyard Creek Road, 2,000+ at Lower Malpeque Bay at
Legion Shore, ~1,000 at Wilmot River, ~1,000 at Dunk River, ~2,200 at Tryon
River, and at other locations on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 80 at Pisquid River & 20 at
Mount Stewart on Apr. 22 (JDM, WFB), pair at Mt. Stewart lagoons and pair at
Allisary Creek Impoundment on May 14 (JDM, NPEI), pair with 10 goslings at
Moore’s Sanctuary and a pair with 5 goslings at Grandview on May 23 (WFB,
EM, JDM), 20 at Wood Islands (Selkirk Road) on Jun. 3 (MBr), pair with 4
goslings at Rollings Pond on Jun. 2, a pair at Cavendish with 13 goslings in Jun.
(RA), 11 at Farmington on Jun. 5 (JDM), 30 adults at Dalvay Hotel lawn on Jun.
8 (JDM), pair with 6 goslings at the Mount DU Pond in Sherwood, 4 pair at
Donagh with 3 having 4 goslings and 1 having 3 goslings (JDM);  Wood Duck -
male at East Point Lighthouse Road wet field on Apr. 18 (LM, JGM), 4 at Black
Pond on May 1 (SCS), male at Mt. Stewart lagoons on May 14 (JDM, NPEI) &
16 males on Jun. 5 (JDM), 9 at Miscouche Lagoons on May 23 (NM, DO, LH), 5
males at Borden lagoons on Jun. 2 (WFB, EM, JDM) & 20 on Jun. 5 (RA); 
Gadwall - 5 at New Zealand on Apr. 2  (BMacK, BD) & 2  on Apr. 9 (BMacK,

BMacN, BD), 25 at Borden lagoons on Apr. 24 (RA, JBl, BCM), pair at Allisary Creek saltmarsh on May 15 (JDM, NPEI), at
Miscouche Lagoons on May 23 (NM, DO, LH);  American Wigeon - 1 American Wigeon at Pownal (JDM, WFB), pair at Tryon
saltmarsh on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 2 pair at Mount Stewart lagoons on Apr. 22 (JDM, WFB),  pair at Arsenault’s Pond in Tignish on
May 18 (AGa);  American Black Duck - 100 at China Point saltmarsh on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 335 during 282 km field trip
from Stratford to Locke Shore Road on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), female with 11 chicks and female with 10 chicks in Borden Lagoons on
Jun. 1 (WFB, EM, JDM), female with 6 chicks at Larkin’s Pond at Selkirk Rd in Naufrage on Jun. 5 (SCS);  Mallard - 20 during 282
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Ruffed Grouse at Royalty Junction
Photo by John te Raa

km field trip from Stratford to Locke Shore Road on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 2 at New Zealand on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN, BD);  Blue-
winged Teal - male at Mount Stewart lagoons on Apr. 22 (JDM, WFB) & May 14 (JDM, NPEI) & Jun. 5 (JDM), 2 pair at Cavendish
Grove Pond in Jun. (RA), pair at Borden Lagoons on Jun. 1 (BJ);  Northern Shoveler - 1 at Borden lagoon on Apr. 24 (RA, JBl,
BCM), 5 at Borden on May 1 (RA), pair at Cornwall lagoons on May 14 (DC&ES), 2 at Chapel’s Creek, 3 at marsh beside Covehead
Harbour, 2 at marsh north of Brackley Covehead marsh and 12 at oceanside pond just east of Stanhope Bayshore Road on May 17
(JtR), 2 at Arsenault’s Pond in Tignish on May 18 (AGa);  Northern Pintail - 20 at Chapel’s Creek on Apr. 6 (JtR), 18 at Brackley
North Marsh on Apr. 24 (DCS), pair at Pisquid River on Apr. 22 (JDM, WFB);  Green-winged Teal - 6 at Tryon River on Apr. 3
(DO, JDM), 2 at Fullerton’s Marsh on Apr. 17 (JDM), pair at Mount Stewart lagoons on Apr. 22 (JDM, WFB), 160 males & females
at Brackley North Marsh on Apr. 24 (DCS), ~80 at Brackley-Covehead week of May 3 (JtR);  Ring-necked Duck - 4 males at Black
Pond & 2 males and a female at St. Peter’s lagoon on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN, BD), 6 males /females at Dalvay Lake on Apr. 16
(DCS), over 50 at Allisary Creek Impoundment on Apr. 22 (JDM, WFB), 6 at Arsenault’s Pond in Tignish on May 18 (AGa); 
Greater Scaup - 500 at Oyster Bed Bridge on Mar. 28 and none on Mar. 30 (JtR), 2,500+ at Rusticoville above bridge on Apr. 3
(DO, JDM), ~200 at Rustico Island Causeway on Apr. 8 (JtR), 20 (mostly males) on Hillsborough River at Allisary Creek on May 14
& 15 (JDM, NPEI);  Lesser Scaup - 2 at Borden Lagoons on Apr. 17 (DO, NM); Common Eider - ~1,000 at East Point on Mar. 26
(DO, NM, JDM) & 800+ on Apr. 2 (BMacK, BD) & 450 on Apr. 9 (FdB, GS) & 1,000+ on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN, BD), ~50 at
Borden on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 45 off Rocky Point in early Apr. (BP), 120 at East Point on May 1 (SCS), 45 at East Point on May 22
(SCS);  Harlequin Duck - none in this reporting period;  Surf Scoter - 1 off Victoria Harbour on Apr. 2 (DCS), 10 off shore of
Dalvay and 3 off Covehead Harbour on Apr. 17 (DCS), 1 off Wood Islands on May 7 (KMcK);  White-winged Scoter - 4 off Basin
Head on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 1 off shore of Dalvay on Apr. 17 (DCS), 2 at East Point on May 1 (SCS), 15 off Cavendish on
Jun. 2 (WFB, EM, JDM);  Black Scoter - 200 at East Point & 40 off Basin Head on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 200 off Victoria
Harbour on Apr. 2 (DCS), ~160 off Point Prim on Apr. 3 (FdB, GS), 11 off Kinlock on Apr. 7 (LM), 8 off East Point on Apr. 9 (FdB,
GS), 450 at East Point on May 1 (SCS);  Long-tailed Duck - 75 at East Point, 8 at Basin Head, & a few at Souris Harbour on Mar.
26 (DO, NM, JDM) & 100+ on Apr. 2 (BMacK, BD), ~50 off Cavendish on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 200+ off Point Prim on Apr. 3 (FdB,
GS), ~75 at East Point on Apr. 9 (FdB, GS), 1 off shore of Dalvay on Apr. 17 (DCS), 2 on Pisquid River near Rte 21 bridge on Jun. 1
(DEJ);  Bufflehead - 9 at Black Pond on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN, BD), 4 at Dalvay Lake on Apr. 15 (DCS), male & female at
Dalvay Lake on Apr. 28 (JtR), 4 at Black Pond on May 1 (SCS);  Common Goldeneye - 7 at Black Pond on Apr. 9, 28 at Basin
Head, 23 at North Lake creek (BMacK, BMacN, BD), 3 at Allisary Creek on May 15 (JDM, NPEI);  Barrow’s Goldeneye - 12 at
Rusticoville above bridge on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM);  Hooded Merganser - 1 at Larkin’s Pond on May 23 (SCS, FdB, GS);  Common
Merganser - 22 at Basin Head & 7 at North Lake  on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 3 at North Lake Creek on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN,
BD);  Red-breasted Merganser - 1 hen at East Point on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 27 during 282 km trip on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 15
off Point Prim on Apr. 3 (FdB, GS), 8 at East Point on Apr. 9 (FdB, GS), 2 off Robertson’s Island on May 23 (RA, SGC, BCM, VB); 
Ruddy Duck - 2 males photographed at Borden Lagoons on Jun. 1 (BJ) & Jun. 2 (WFB, EM, JDM) & Jun. 5 & 1 on Jun. 12 (RA); 
Gray Partridge - 5 at Greenwich including 3 males on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 3 at Summerville March 31 and April 17 (RWH); 
Ring-necked Pheasant - 2 males at Bunbury on Mar. 21 (JDM), 2 males displaying at Earnscliffe on Mar. 24 (JDM, WFB), male in
Mermaid soya bean field on Apr. 2 & May 19 (JDM), male in Donagh soya bean field on Apr. 2 & on road on Apr. 10 (JDM), male
at Rollo Bay on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN, BD), male &m female at Earnscliffe on Apr.
21 (JtR), 2 males at Mount Stewart on Apr. 27 (JDM), male at Union Road (Kings Co.)
on May 16 (RWH), male and female at Pigot’s Trail on May 22 (JDM);  Ruffed
Grouse - 1 at Vernon River April 20 (RWH), 2 drumming at Stanhope on Apr. 24
(BH), 1 at Elliotvale April 30 (RWH), 1 at Dundas May 3 (RWH), 1 at Forest Hill on
May 4 (RWH), 1 at St. Charles May 4 (RWH), 1 at East Lake on May 15 (SCS), 1 at
Monticello on May 18 (LM), 1 chasing biker along Confederation Trail near Union
Road on May 22 (JtR);  Red-throated Loon - 1 off basin Head on Mar. 26 (DO, NM,
JDM);  Common Loon - 1 seen flying between Green Park and Tyne Valley on May 23
(NM, DO, LH), 1 off Cape Traverse on Jun. 5 (RA);  Pied-billed Grebe - 1 at Allisary
Creek Impoundment on May 14 & 2 on May 15 (JDM, NPEI), 2 at Arsenault’s Pond in
Tignish on May 18 (AGa), 2 at Larkin’s Pond on May 21 (AG);  Northern Gannet - 6
at East Point on Apr. 2 (BMacK, BD) & ~50 on Apr. 9 (FdB, GS), 8 off Dalvay on Apr.
17 (DCS), 8 at East Point on May 1 (SCS);   Double-crested Cormorant - 1 at the
Hillsborough Bridge on Mar. 31 (JDM) & on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 8 (first of spring) at Georgetown Royalty on Apr. 24 (SCS);   Great
Cormorant - 1 at Basin Head & 10 at East Point on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM) & 12 on Apr. 2 (BMacK, BD), 24 at Orby Head on
Apr. 8 (JtR), ~50 at East Point on Apr. 9 (FdB, GS);  American Bittern - 1 at Dundas on Apr. 27 (BMacK, BD), 1 at Elliotvale
Marsh on May 1 (RC), 2 at Larkin’s Pond on May 21 (AG);  Great Blue Heron - 1 on Mar. 21 & 2 on Apr. 1 at Red Point Road
saltmarsh on Apr. 5 (DMacN), 1 at Hyde Park Pond on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 1 at Orwell on Apr. 6 (JH), 1 at Chapell’s Creek on Apr. 7
(JtR), 5 at Kinlock on Apr. 7 (LM), 1 at Covehead Marsh on Apr. 19 (DCS), at least 4 on Glenfinnan Island on Apr. 22 (JDM, WFB),
first of spring at Georgetown Royalty on Apr. 24 (SCS), 2 on Hillsborough below Belvedere Pond on Apr. 26 (JDM), 12 on the
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Great Egret at North Rustico
on May 29, 2016

Photo by Ron Arvidson

Sandhill Cranes at Fortune on Apr. 27, 2016
Photo by Brett Arthur MacKinnon

Hillsborough by the QEH on May 5 (JDM);  Great Egret - 1 seen at Rollings Pond on ~May 20 (LG) and photographed at Rollings
Pond during evening of May 22 (MB, KD) & May 23 (JDM) & same bird photographed at North Rustico Harbour May 23 (JtR, HK,

JDM);  Glossy Ibis - 3 at Mount Herbert (MacEachern Road) week of May 4th (DSh), 1 at
Georgetown in late May (via MSh);  Osprey - 1 at Rustico Golf Course nesting platform on Apr.
17 (JtR) & 2 on Apr. 19 (DMcL), 1 at New London platform on Apr. 19 (DMcL), pair on nesting
platform at Wright’s Creek on Apr. 24 (WFB, JDM), 1 at nesting platform by Brackley entrance
on Apr. 24 (DCS);  Bald Eagle - 1 adult at Cardigan, 1 adult at East Point on ice far out, 1 adult
at Clearspring, 1 adult at Rock Barra, 1 adult at Earnscliffe, 1 immature at Basin Head & 1
immature at Southampton on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), pair on nest at North Lake on Apr. 2
(BMacK, BD), 2 adult at Cymbria; 1 adult at Rusticoville, 1 adult at Clinton, 1 at Wilmot, & 1
adult at Bonshaw on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), kettle of 4 (3 immature & 1 adult) at Allisary Creek and
at least 10 (6 immatures & 2 adults) at Webster’s Corner on Apr. 22 (JDM, WFB), 2 adults at
Allisary Creek on May 15 (JDM, NPEI);  Northern Harrier - pair at Primrose on Apr. 3 (JDS),
3 at East Point & 2 at Rock Barra on Apr. 9 (FdB, GS), 1 at Summerville April 11 and April 19
(RWH), 1 at Cardigan North on Apr. 22 (JDS), 1 at Five Houses May 4 (RWH), first male of
season at Johnston’s River on Apr. 14 (JDM), 3 along Northside Road on Apr. 18 (LM, JGM),
male at Savage Harbour on May 7 WFB, EM), 1 at East Lake on May 15 (SCS);  Sharp-
shinned Hawk - 10 to 15 at East Point on Apr. 9 (FdB, GS), 1 at South Melville feeders on Apr.
29 RA), 1 at East Point on May 1 (SCS), 1 adult at Pigot’s Trail on May 14 (JDM, NPEI), 1 at
East Lake on May 15 (SCS), 1 at Beach Grove in Charlottetown on May 28 (MMcC);  Northern
Goshawk - 1 flushed off the ground at Woodlands Trail in PEI National Park on Apr. 6 (BH), 1
at Rollo Bay on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN, BD), 2 at East Point on Apr. 18 (LM, JGM), 1 heard
calling along Confederation Trail at 48 Road on Apr. 14 (KMcK);  Red-tailed Hawk - 2 at

Earnscliffe with one carrying a stick and 2 at Cherry Valley on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 1 flying at Augustine Cove & 1 at Hampton
on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 1 at Whitlock’s Pond on Apr. 3 (JDS), 1 at Earnscliffe/Cherry Valley on Apr. 6 (LM),  1 at Millview April 7
(RWH), 1 at Clyde River on Apr. 9 (JDM), 1 at Basin Head on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN, BD), 2 at North Tryon on Apr. 21 (DT), 1
at Breadalbane April 30 (RWH), 1 at Brackley on May 8 (VB), 1 at Ebenezer on May 8 (DEJ), 1 at Larkin’s Pond on May 23 (SCS,
FdB, GS), 1 at New Glasgow on Jun. 3 (MBr), 1 soaring at Bonshaw on Jun. 13 (FdB, DFG);  Rough-legged Hawk - 1 at Earnscliffe
on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 1 at Earnscliffe/Cherry Valley on Apr. 6 (LM); 
Sandhill Crane - 2 at Fortune area on Apr. 26 (MR) & Apr. 27 (BMacK, BD), 3
at Desable field on May 21 (NS), 1 at South Lake on May 29 (HB), 3 at
Farmington on Jun. 1 (CC) & Jun. 4 (DO, NM) & 3 on Jun. 5 (DM, DO, NM,
JDM);  Sora - 2 at River Meadows marsh on Jun. 5 (JDM);   American Coot - 4
at Allisary Creek Impoundment on May 19 (JW), and 2 on May 22 (JDM); 
Black-bellied Plover - at Covehead Harbour in PEI National Park on May 7 & 2
at Covehead marsh on May 9 (DC&ES), 2 at Brackley - Covehead marsh on
May 13 (JtR);  Semipalmated Plover - recorded for the spring 2016 bird list
maintained by DCS;  Piping Plover - 2 at Boughton Island on Apr. 25 (JLZ,
BDa, SCo), 1 at Robinson’s Island on Apr. 26 (LT), 2 at East Lake on May 22
(SCS);  Killdeer - 2 at Hyde Park on Apr. 6 (JWA), 1 at Abney on Apr. 23 (JH),
1 at Tea Hill on Apr. 25 (FdB), calling at Stratford Sobey’s on May 19 (JDM), 1
at South Melville on May 29 (RA), 2 adults and a chick at Borden Lagoons on
Jun. 7 (LM, PM);  Spotted Sandpiper - 2 at Kilmuir on May 21-2 (DMur), 6 at
East Point on May 22 (SCS), 2 at Moore’s Pond on May 23 (WFB, EM, JDM), 2
at Larkin’s Pond on May 23 (SCS, FdB, GS);  Greater Yellowlegs - 3 at
Stanhope marshes & 1 at Brackley North Marsh on Apr. 24 & 41 on May 11 & 33 at Brackley North marsh on May 13 (DCS), 4 at
Brackley Beach causeway on Apr. 24 (JtR);  Willet - 1 at Cymbria on Apr. 29 (JtR), 2 at Brackley West marsh on May 2 (DCS), at
Brackley Beach Marsh (Rte 15) on May 3 (JtR) & May 8 (DO, NM, JtR, JDM, RC), several calling at Scotchfort on May 13 (JDM); 
Lesser Yellowlegs - at Brackley marsh and at Brackley Beach marsh on May 3 (JtR) & on May 8 (DO, NM, JtR, JDM, RC), 4 at
Brackley West marsh on May 7 & 5 on May 9 & 12 at Brackley North marsh on May 11 (DCS);  Ruddy Turnstone - 1 at Brackley
Beach Marsh (Rte 15) on May 9 (JDM, WFB, JtR);  Red Knot - present at PEI National Park on May 27 (DCS); Ruff - 1 at Brackley
Beach Rte 15 saltmarsh on May 2 (DCS) & May 8 (DCS, DO, NM);  Sanderling - 3 at Mossey’s Beach in Basin Head on Mar. 24 &
1 on Apr. 19 (SD), 1 at Brackley marsh on May 8 (RC);  Dunlin - 1 at Brackley -Covehead marsh on May 12 (JtR), 1 at Brackley
North marsh on May 15 (DCS);  Least Sandpiper - 12 at Brackley North marsh on May 15 (DCS), 2 at Arsenault’s Pond in Tignish
on May 18 (AGa);  White-rumped Sandpiper - recorded for the spring 2016 bird list maintained by DCS;  Semipalmated
Sandpiper - 1 at Brackley marsh on May 7 (DO, NM, JDM, RC), 1 at Brackley West marsh on May 9 (DCS), 2 at Covehead marsh
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Sanderling overwintering at 
Basin Head - Mossey’s Beach on Mar. 24, 2016

Photo by Sara Deveau

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at
Montague in May 2016

Photo by Dale Murchison

on May 10 (DCS);  Short-billed Dowitcher - 1 at Brackley - Covehead marsh on May 12 (JtR), present at PEI National Park on May
27 (DCS);  Wilson’s Snipe - 1 at Earnscliffe/Cherry Valley on Apr. 6 (LM), at St. Georges on Apr. 15 (JDS), winnowing at Donagh

on Apr. 26 (JDM), 2 at Lorne Valley on May 1 (RC), 1 at Allisary Creek &
2 at Anderson Road winnowing on May 13 (DCS), photographed at
Kilmuir on May 22 (DMur);  American Woodcock - 1 teetering in the
middle of the road at Georgetown on Apr. 7 (SCS), at least 20 singing on
Monticello area owl route Apr. 17 (LM, JGM, FRC), at St. Georges on
May 8 (JDS);  Black Guillemot - 1 in breeding plumage and 5 in eclipse
plumage at East Point on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM) & Apr. 2 (BMacK,
BD) & 6 on May 31 (JTh), at Orby Head on May 27 (RWH) Bonaparte's
Gull - 4 at Souris on May 20 (AG), 1 at Borden Lagoon on Jun. 2 (JDM,
WFB, EM) & 1 on Jun 7 (LM, PM);  Black-headed Gull - 1 adult in
eclipse plumage photographed at Chapel’s Creek on Apr. 6 (JtR), 1 at
Tracadie Harbour on Apr. 17 (DCS) & 1 on Jun. 13 (NM);  Ring-billed
Gull - 1 at Charlottetown Waste Water Plant, 1 at Orwell on Mar. 26 (DO,
NM, JDM), 2 at mall near Staples on Mar. 29 (JDM), 30 at New Zealand
on Apr. 2 (BMacK, BD);  Iceland Gull - 2 at Souris & 3 at East Point on
Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 48 during 282 km field trip from Stratford to
Locke Shore Road on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 4 at East Point on Apr. 9 (FdB,
GS, BMacK, BMacN, BD), 1 along Northside Road on Apr. 18 (LM,

JGM), 3 at Borden Lagoons on Apr. 17 (DO, NM), 4 at Hillsborough River on May 16 (JDM), 2+ at Naufrage on May 18 (LM), 20
at Souris on May 20 (AG);  Lesser Black-backed Gull - 1 adult & 1 1st year at Lower Hamilton on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 1 adult along
Northside Road on Apr. 18 (LM, JGM), 1 at Dingwell’s Pond beach on May 20 (NM);   Glaucous Gull - 1 at Borden Lagoons on
Apr. 17 (DO, NM);  Great Black-backed Gull - 16 during 282 km field trip from Stratford to Locke Shore Road on Apr. 3 (DO,
JDM); Gull Spp. - 2 large mixed flocks (~1,500 gulls) of mostly Herring Gull and Iceland Gulls on near shore ice at Borden-Carleton
shore and at Bell’s Point marsh (DO, JDM);  Caspian Tern - 12 at Chapel’s Creek on Apr. 27 & 5 on Apr. 26 (JtR), 2 at Fredericton
on Apr. 27 (RT), 2 to 5 Brackley Beach saltmarsh on May 8-9 (DO, NM, JDM, WFB, JtR), fishing at Covehead Bay on May 9
(DCS); Common Tern - 2 flying over the Hillsborough River at Allisary Creek on Apr. 22 (JDM, WFB) & 2 on board in
impoundment on May 15 (JDM, NPEI), 3 at Long Pond on May 1 (DEJ), 4 at Cymbria on May 2 (BJ), 3 on Hillsborough north pier
on May 8 & 5 to 8 on piers May 14 to 20 (JDM) & 17 on May 18 (DEJ) & still present on Jun 14 (JDM);  Rock Pigeon - 6 at
Earnscliffe on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM);   Mourning Dove - 3 at Stratford on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), one sitting on nest at
Stratford on Apr. 10 (FRC);  Great Horned Owl - calling most evenings at Stanhope in late Mar. & early Apr. (BH), 1 calling at
Monticello on Apr. 17 (LM, JGM, FRC),1 at Elliotvale Marsh on May 1 (RC);  Snowy Owl - 1
at Wellington area on Feb. 26 and most of winter (MS via Birding on PEI), 1 at Village Green on
Apr. 9 (JH); Barred Owl - 2 at Riverton on May 11 (JDM), 1 at Larkin’s Pond on May 23 (SCS,
FdB, GS);  Long-eared Owl - 1 in Lorne Valley on May 1 (RC);  Northern Saw-whet Owl - 1
calling along Farmlands Trail mid-day on Mar. 28 and periodically in two preceding weeks at
Stanhope (BH), calling at Donagh on Mar. 31 (JDM), 1 in Lorne Valley & 1 at Elliotvale Marsh
on May 1 (RC); Common Nighthawk - 1 harassing an Osprey on a nest in St. Catherines on
May 31 (EC), 1 at Borden on May 18 (JR);  Ruby-throated Hummingbird - male at Red Point
Road on Apr. 5 (DMacN), male at South Melville on May 11-12 (RA), first male of season at St.
Margarets on May 13 (W&SF), 1 at Keppoch on May 14 (MMcC), first of the season at
Summerville May 14 (RWH), at Clearview Estates on May 15 (JDM), male and then female
arrived on approx. May 15 and 17 (HMacE, VB), first of season at Stanhope on May 21 (BH,
JDM), first 2 of the season at Hardy Pond on May 23 (JtR), male & female at Fredericton on
May 23 (RT), first of season at Crapaud on May 24 (DD);  Belted Kingfisher - 1 at Basin Head
on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 1 at Baltic & 1 at Hyde Park Pond on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 1 at New
Zealand on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN, BD), 1 at Montague bridge April 15 (RWH), 1 at Tryon on
Apr. 29 (GMcC), 2 at Monticello on May 18 (LM);  Red-bellied Woodpecker - 1 at Montague
area on Apr. 16 (DCl), 1 still going to Harrington feeders in May (HMacE);  Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker - 1 at Summerville April 6 (RWH), 1 at Reeves Estates on Apr. 18 (DO, NM), first of
season drumming and calling at Donagh on Apr. 22 (JDM, WFB), 1 at West Royalty on Apr. 23
(DCS), 1 at Tea Hill on Apr. 25 (FdB);   Downy Woodpecker - 6 at Reeve’s Estates on Mar. 26
(DO, NM, JDM) & 3 on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), drinking sycamore sap at Reeves Estates on Apr. 18
(DO, NM), excavating cavity in poplar at Macphail Woods on May 14 (FdB, DO, Birds and
Breakfast);  Hairy Woodpecker - 1 at Reeve’s Estates on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM) & 1 on Apr.

16



3 (DO, JDM), drinking sycamore sap at Reeves Estates on Apr. 18 (DO, NM), at East Royalty on May 13 (LDa), excavating cavity in
poplar at Macphail Woods on May 14 (FdB, DO, Birds and Breakfast);  Three-toed Woodpecker - female at Georgetown Royalty
on Apr. 24 (SCS);  Black-backed Woodpecker - 1 seen three times in past week Mar. 28 & on week of Apr. 6 at Woodland Trails
(BH) & 1 on Jun. 3 (RC), 1 female along Confederation Trail at 48 Road on Apr. 14 (KMcK), pair at Upton on May 2 (JDS),
Northern Flicker - 1 periodically at West Royalty feeders in Feb. & Mar. (DCS), 1 at Riverview Estates feeder on Mar. 24 (WFB,
EM), 1 at Cable Head East on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), calling at Tea Hill on Apr. 3 (FdB), 7 during 282 km field trip from
Stratford to Locke Shore Road on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), 1 at Reeves Estates on Apr. 18 (DO, NM);  Pileated Woodpecker - 1 at St.
Charles on Mar. 30 (JGM), 1 at Red Head Harbour on Apr. 19 (EK via JGM), feeding sign at Moore’s Pond on May 18 (DMur); 
American Kestrel - 1 along Selkirk Road in Iona on Mar. 7 (TAM), 1 at Monaghan Road on Apr. 2 (BMacK), 1 at
Earnscliffe/Cherry Valley on Apr. 6 (LM), 2 at North Tryon on Apr. 9 (G&SF), 1 by Brackley Commons nest box on Apr. 9 (VB), 1
at East Point & 1 at North Lake on Apr. 9 (FdB, GS), pair at Campbell’s Cove on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN, BD), 1 at Summerville
April 11 & April 14 (RWH), 2 along Northside Road on Apr. 18 (LM, JGM), 1 at Summerville on May 18 (RWH), 1 at Tyne Valley
on May 23 (NM, DO, LH);  Merlin - 1 at East Point & 1 immature at North Lake on Apr. 2 (BMacK, BD), 1 at Monticello in late
Mar. & early Apr. & May 1 (JGM), 3 at East Point & 1 at North Lake on Apr. 9 (FdB, GS), 1 at Tea Hill on Apr. 25 (FdB), 2 at
Monticello on May 18 (LM), 1 at East Point on May 22 (SCS), 1 at Borden on Jun. 7 (LM, PM);  Peregrine Falcon - 1 at Orby Head
in May (JT), 1 at Conway Sandhills on Jun. 7 (NM, INT);  Olive-sided Flycatcher - 1 at Selkirk along Confed Trail on May 31
(JGM), 1 at Selkirk Rd in Naufrage on Jun. 5 (SCS), 1 at McKenna’s Marsh 48 Road  on Jun. 12 (SCS);  Eastern Wood Peewee - 1
at Tea Hill on Jun. 2 (FdB), at Canavoy Oaks on Jun. 12 (DO, NM, JCh); Yellow-bellied Flycatcher - 1 at Woodland Trails on Jun.
3 (RC);  Alder Flycatcher - see Bain Count, 2 at Georgetown Royalty on May 31 (SCS);  Least Flycatcher - 1 at Selkirk on May 31
(JGM), 1 at Larkin’s Pond on May 21 (AG), 1 at Tyne Valley on May 23 (NM, DO, LH), 1 at Confederation Trail at 48 Road on Jun.
5 (KMcK);  Eastern Phoebe - 1 at Marchbank’s Pond on May 11 (SG via Birding on PEI);  Eastern Kingbird - 1 at Allisary Creek
Impoundment perched on low reeds and harking insects on May 15 (JDM, NPEI) & Jun. 5 (JDM), 1 at Hyde Park on May 18 (BJ), 2
at Campbell’s Pond in New Glasgow on May 22 (DEJ) & 29 (RA), 2 at upper end of Whitlock’s Pond on Jun. 12 (SCS);  Northern
Shrike - 1 at North Lake on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 1 at Rock Bara on Apr. 9 (FdB, GS), 1 Northside Road on Apr. 18 (LM,
JGM);   Blue-headed Vireo -  at Macphail Woods on May 14 (FdB, DO, Birds and Breakfast), 1 at East Lake on May 15 (SCS), 2 at
Monticello on May 18 (LM), present Tyne Valley on May 23 (NM, DO, LH), 6 at Confederation Trail at 48 Road on Jun. 5 (KMcK); 
Philadelphia Vireo - 2 at Woodlands Trail PEINP on Jun. 1 (RC), 1 at Whitty Road on Jun. 5 (SCS);  Red-eyed Vireo - see Bain
report in this issue, 3 at Georgetown Royalty on May 31 (SCS), 1 at Woodlands Trail PEINP on Jun. 1 (RC), 1 at Dingwell’s Mills, 1
at Rte 309, 4 at Whitty Road, 2 at Larkin’s Pond on Jun. 5 (SCS), 3 at Confederation Trail at 48 Road on Jun. 5 (KMcK);  Gray Jay
- 1 at Selkirk Pond black spruce on Mar. 26 (DO, NM) & on Jun. 5 (SCS), 1 at Campbell’s Cove on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN, BD), 1
at Avondale on May 6 (CMR, ML), pair at St. Georges on Jun. 5 (JDS);  Blue Jay - 1 on deck with shredded wing at Sherwood on
Jun. 7 (JDM);  American Crow -  1 carrying nesting material in Summerville April 5 (RWH), 2 carrying nesting material at Pigot’s
Trail on May 15 (JDM, NPEI);  Common Raven - 1 at Allisary Creek on May 15 (JDM, NPEI);  Horned Lark  - 7 at Cherry Valley
on Mar. 24 (JDM, WFB);  Tree Swallow - at East Point on Apr. 2 (BMacK, BD), 1 at pond in Bunbury on Apr. 19 (D&JT), several
foraging at Fox Meadow’s Golf Course on Apr. 21 (LM), first of the season at Summerville April 21 (RWH), 2 at Mount Stewart
lagoon & Allisary Creek Impoundment on Apr. 22 (JDM, WFB) & 17 on May 24 (DEJ), 1 at Cymbria on Apr. 26 (JtR), 2 at
Fredericton on Apr. 30 (RT), 60 at East Lake on May 15 (SCS), lots at Arsenault’s Pond in Tignish on May 18 (AGa), mating at
Cable Head on May 20 (RWH), 75 at Borden Lagoons on Jun. 1 (BJ) & 60 on wing (low estimate) on Jun. 5 (RA) & 100 on Jun. 12
(RA);  Bank Swallow - many at Allisary Creek Impoundment on May 19 (JW), 3 at North Lake on May 22 (SCS), 1 on wires at
North Rustico on May 23 (JDM), 30 to 40 at Crowbush Golf Course on May 24 (NM, CF), 5 at Belle River on Jun. 1 (DEJ), 20 at
Wood Islands on Jun. 4 (KMcK), 40 low estimate at Augustine Cove on Jun. 5 (RA), 45 at Seaview on Jun. 3 (MBr), 1 at Con. Fed
Trails at 48 Road on Jun. 5 (KMcK); Barn Swallow - 1 at Augustine Cove on Apr. 22 (CNe), first of the season at Summerville May
1 (RWH), 2 at Cornwall lagoons on May 11 & May 14 (DCS), 6 at Appin Road on may 12 (EC), first of year pair flying in and out of
barn at Green Bay on May 14 (JW), 5+ at Naufrage on May 18 (LM), 1 at Allisary Creek Impoundment on May 19 (JW), 1 at
Donagh on May 21 (JDM), 25 at North Lake on May 22 (SCS), 1 at Whitty’s Pond on May 23 (SCS, FdB, GS), present at Birch Hill
on May 23 (NM, DO, LH), 1 at Ebenezer on Jun. 3 (MBr);   Black-capped Chickadee - 11 during field trip from Stratford to East
Point on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), drinking sycamore sap at Reeves Estates on Apr. 18 (DO, NM), 3 at East Lake on May 15 (SCS); 
Boreal Chickadee - 2 at Clearspring & 1 at Rock Barra on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 1 at Monticello on May 1 (LM, JGM) & 1 on
May 18 (LM), 3 at Bulger Park Road on May 2 (BJ), 1 at East Lake on May 15 (SCS), 2 at Selkirk Rd in Naufrage on Jun. 5 (SCS); 
Red-breasted Nuthatch - 2 at Naufrage, 2 at Clearspring & 1 at Rock Barra on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), singing most days at
Donagh in Apr. through mid-Jun. (JDM);  White-breasted Nuthatch -  at Nail Pond on May 17 (AGa);  Brown Creeper - 1 at St.
Charles on Apr. 2 (JGM), 2 at Larkin’s Pond on May 23 (SCS, FdB, GS);  Winter Wren - 1 at St. Charles on Apr. 3 (JGM), singing
at Macphail Woods on May 14 (FdB, DO, Birds and Breakfast), 3 at Larkin’s Pond on May 21 (AG);  Golden-crowned Kinglet - 1
at Naufrage on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 1 at East Lake on May 15 (SCS);  Ruby-crowned Kinglet - 1 singing at Monticello on
Apr. 21 (JGM) & 12+ singing on May 1 (JGM, LM), 2 at Fox Meadow’s Golf Course on Apr. 23 (LM), 2 at Georgetown Royalty on
Apr. 27 (SCS), 1 at East Lake on May 15 (SCS);  Eastern Bluebird - 1 at St. Catherines on Apr. 29 (MH), 1 on wire at Snowie Road
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Eastern Bluebird at Rusticoville
on May 19, 2016

Photo by Lynn Grant

Brown Thrasher at South Lake on May 19, 2016
Photo by Hélène Blanchet

in Rusticoville on May 19 (LG), 1 photographed in western PEI on Jun. 2 (MAl via Birding on PEI);  Veery - 1 at Enmore Road
(Ellerslie) and 1 at North Enmore Mill Road on May 23 (NM, DO, LH), 1 at
River Wetlands on Jun. 5 (JDM);  Hermit Thrush - 1 at Fox Meadow’s Golf
Course on Apr. 23 (LM), 1 at East Point on May 1 (SCS), 1 at Summerside on
May 2-3 (TF), 5 along Confed. Trail at McKenna’s Pond on May 8 (KMcK), 2
at St. Georges on May 10 (JDS), 1 at Hyde Park trail on May 11 & 2 at
Anderson Road on May 13 (DCS), 2 at Larkin’s Pond on May 23 (SCS, FdB,
GS);  Swainson’s Thrush - heard at New Harmony Demo Woodlot on May 28
(DO, NM, RC, JDM);  American Robin - 8 at Ravenwood in Charlottetown on
Mar. 11 (BAM), 18 eating apples under a tree in Alexandra; 3 at Earnscliffe; &
1 in ditch at Pownal on Mar. 24 (WFB, JDM), singing in Crapaud on Apr. 1
(DD), 40 at East Point on Apr. 2 (BMacK, BD), 200+ during 282 km field trip
from Stratford to Locke Shore Road on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), ~100 along Donagh
Road along snow cleared edge after the morning’s snow storm on Apr. 9
(JDM), robin nesting material on light fixture at Stratford on Apr. 12 (FRC),
gathering nesting material at Donagh in early Jun. (JDM);  Gray Catbird - 1 at
Keppoch on May 22 (MMcC), 1 at Rustico Island on May 23 (RA, BCM, VB,
SGC), 2 at Valleyfield River Trail on May 24 (RG);  Brown Thrasher - 1

photographed at South Lake on May 18 (HB via BMacN);  Northern Mockingbird - 1 at New London on May 24 (G&SF), 1 at
Grey’s Road at Wood Islands on Jun. 1 (MBr via Ebird Canada), 1 at Victoria Park in Charlottetown on Jun. 5 (SGC);   European
Starling -  over 600 at McInnis Road in Earnscliffe on Mar. 24 (WFB, JDM), fledged young begging at Charlottetown on May 13
(JDM);   Bohemian Waxwing - 20 at North Lake & 19 at St. Charles on
Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 23 at Rock Barra on Apr. 9 (BMacK, BMacN,
BD), 1 at Fox Meadow’s Golf Course on Apr. 23 (LM); Cedar Waxwing -
2 at Nine Mile Creek ~Mar. 21 (DD), 32 eating high bush cranberries on
Mar. 20 & 15 on Mar. 21 (DCS), 10 at Naufrage & 7 at Greenwich on Mar.
26 (DO, NM, JDM), 15 at Fox Meadow’s Golf Course with several doing
courtship displays on Apr. 23 (LM), 2 at Charlottetown on May 21 (DEJ); 
Waxwing spp. - 40 at Ravenwood on Mar. 14 (BAM);  Snow Bunting -
500 at Pownal grain field with about 6 pairs flying up and fighting, 130 at
Earnscliffe, 40 at China Point, & 25 at Cherry Valley on Mar. 24 (JDM,
WFB), 65 at East Point, 200 at Armadale, 20 at Basin Head grain field, 10
at East Point, 10 at Clearspring, & 2 at St. Charles on Mar. 26 (DO, NM,
JDM);  Ovenbird - 1 at Georgetown Royalty on May 17 (SCS), 2 at Hyde
Park trail on May 18 (BJ), at Valleyfield River Trail on May 18 (RG), 1 at
Baldwins Road (48 Road) on May 19 (SCS), 1 at Rustico Island on May 23
(RA, BCM, VB, SGC), 2 at Larkin’s Pond on May 23 (SCS, FdB, GS),
present at Camp Tamawaby, Tyne Valley, Enmore Road, & Co-op Road (Ellerslie) on May 23 (NM, DO, LH);  Northern
Waterthrush - 3 at Afton Road on May 22 (DO, NM), 1 at Larkin’s Pond on May 23 (SCS, FdB, GS), at Wood Islands (Grey’s
Road) on Jun. 3 (MBr), 1 at Confederation Trail at 48 Road on Jun. 5 (KMcK);  Black-and-white Warbler - 2 at Fox Meadows Golf
Course on May 12 (LM),  at Macphail Woods on May 14 (FdB, DO, Birds and Breakfast), 1 at East Lake on May 15 (SCS), at
Summerville on May 16 (RWH), present at Camp Tamawaby, Portage Shore Road and Tyne Valley on May 23 (NM, DO, LH);
Tennessee Warbler - female feeding actively on Highland Park Road on May 18 (DCS), 1 at MacEwen Road on May 22 (DO, NM); 
Orange-crowned Warbler - recorded for the spring 2016 bird list maintained by DCS;  Nashville Warbler - 1 at Larkin’s Pond on
May 21 (AG), present at Co-op Road (Ellerslie) and Tyne Valley on May 23 (NM, DO, LH);  Mourning Warbler - 1 at Tea Hill on
May 31 (FdB), 1 at Selkirk along Confed Trail on May 31 (JGM), 1 at Georgetown Royalty on Jun. 3 (SCS), 1 at Confederation Trail
at 48 Road on Jun. 5 (KMcK);  Common Yellowthroat - 1 at Georgetown Royalty on May 16 (SCS), 1 at Allisary Creek
Impoundment on May 19 (JW), 3 at Baldwins Road (48 Road) on May 19 (SCS), at PEI National Park Bubbling Springs trail on May
21 (DCS), present at Tyne Valley and Co-op Road (Ellerslie) on May 23 (NM, DO, LH); American Redstart - 1 singing at
Monticello on May 18 (LM), 2 at Rustico Island on May 23 (RA, BCM, VB, SGC), present at Portage Shore Road on May 23 (NM,
DO, LH), 2 at East Point on May 30 (RG), 3 at Larkin’s Pond with a female on a nest on Jun. 5 (SCS);  Cape May Warbler - 2 at
Monticello on May 18 (LM), 1 at South Melville on May 18 (RA), 1 at Whitty’s Pond on May 23 (SCS, FdB, GS), present at Camp
Tamawaby on May 23 (NM, DO, LH);   Northern Parula -  at Macphail Woods on May 14 (FdB, DO, Birds and Breakfast), 2 at
Georgetown Royalty on May 17 (SCS), 1 singing at Donagh on May 18 (JDM), at Highland Park Road on May 18 (DCS), 6 at
Baldwins Road (48 Road) on May 19 (SCS);  Magnolia Warbler -  at Macphail Woods on May 14 (FdB, DO, Birds and Breakfast),
4+ at Monticello on May 18 (LM); Bay-breasted Warbler - 1 at Larkin’s Pond on May 21 (AG), 1 at Monticello on May 22 (DO,
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Chestnut-sided Warbler at Camp Tamawaby
on May 23, 2016

Photo by Nicole Murtagh

Savannah Sparrow (L) & Chipping Sparrow
at Rusticoville feeders
Photo by Lynn Gallant

NM), male along horse trail at Whitlock’s Pond on Jun. 11 (SCS);  Blackburnian Warbler - at Valleyfield River Trail on May 18
(RG), singing at Selkirk Road on May 21 (FdB), 1 at Whitty’s Pond in St. Charles and 5 at Larkin’s Pond (2 sites) on May 23 (SCS,
FdB, GS), present at Camp Tamawaby, Tyne Valley, Portage Shore Road,  on May 23 (NM, DO, LH);  Yellow Warbler - 1 at
Moore’s Pond in Stratford on May 18 (LM), 1 at Robinson’s Island on May 18 (VB), 12 at Allisary Creek Impoundment on May 19
(JW), 1 at Baldwins Road (48 Road) on May 19 (SCS), 8 at
Rustico Island on May 23 (RA, BCM, VB, SGC), present at
Portage Shore Road on May 23 (NM, DO, LH);  Chestnut-sided
Warbler - 2 at Georgetown Royalty on May 16 & 1 on May 26 &
2 on May 31 (SCS), at Bubbling Springs trail on May 21 (DCS), 2
at Rustico Island on May 23 (RA, BCM, VB, SGC), present at
Camp Tamawaby and Portage Shore Road on May 23 (NM, DO,
LH), at Bonshaw on Jun. 13 (FdB, DFG);  Blackpoll Warbler - 1
at East Lake on May 15 (SCS), 1 at Allisary Creek Impoundment
on May 19 (JW);  Black-throated Blue Warbler - singing at
Selkirk Road on May 21 (FdB), 4 near Montague the week of Jun.
4 (RG via Ebird), at new Harmony Demo Woodlot on Jun. 12
(DO, NM, JCh), at Bonshaw on Jun. 13 (FdB, DFG);  Palm
Warbler - 5 at Monticello on May 1 (LM, JGM), 4 at Bulger
Park Road on May 2 (BJ), 3 along Confed. Trail at McKenna’s
Pond on May 8 & 2 on Jun. 5 (KMcK), 1 at St. Georges on May
12 (JDS), 2 at Larkin’s Pond on May 21 (AG), present at Co-op
Road (Ellerslie) on May 23 (NM, DO, LH);  Pine Warbler - 2 at
Arsenault’s Pond on May 18 (AGa), 2 at Nail Pond on May 17
(AGa);  Yellow-rumped Warbler - 1 at Monticello on Apr. 22
(JGM) & 5 on May 1 (LM, JGM), 4 at Fox Meadow’s Golf
Course on Apr. 23 (LM), 2 at South Melville on Apr. 23 (REM), at St. Georges on Apr. 24 (JDS), calling at Tea Hill on Apr. 25
(FdB), 5 at Pigot’s Trail on May 14 (JDM, NPEI), 12 at East Lake on May 15 (SCS);  Black-throated Green Warbler -  at
Macphail Woods on May 14 (FdB, DO, Birds and Breakfast), 1 at Hyde Park Trail on May 14 (DCS), 4 at Monticello on May 18
(LM), at Greenwich on May 19 (RWH);  Canada Warbler - 1 at Afton Road on May 22 (DO, NM), 1 at Rafferty Road (Coleman)
on May 23 (NM, DO, LH), 2 at Confederation Trail at 48 Road on Jun. 5 (KMcK) & Jun. 12 (SCS);  Wilson’s Warbler - 1 at
Allisary Creek Impoundment on May 19 (JW), 1 at Black Pond on May 22 (SCS);   American Tree Sparrow - 5 at Cable Head East
& 13 at Cable Head on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 1 at Donagh in midst of snow storm  on Apr. 9 (JDM), 1 at feeders on Myers Road
near New Glasgow after overnight light snow on Apr. 28 (TM), 1 at Riverview Estates feeder on May 8 (WFB, EM);  Chipping
Sparrow - 1 at Tea Hill evening of Apr. 26 (FdB), 2 at Monticello on May 1 (LM, JGM), 1 at Harrington on May 1 (VB), 2 at
Keppoch on May 1 (MMcC), 2 at South Melville on May 7 (RA), 1 at Elmwood on May 8 (BJ), 1 along Confed. Trail at McKenna’s
Pond on May 8 (KMcK), 1 at Summerville on May 11 (RWH), 1 at West Royalty on May 11 (DCS), 1 at Montague waterfront May

14 (RWH);  Savannah Sparrow - 1 at Fox Meadows Golf Course
on Apr. 26 (LM), 2 singing at Monticello on May 1 (LM, JGM), 2
at Harrington on May 1 (VB), 1 at Winter River trail on May 1
(MMcC), 1 at Gulf Shore Parkway on May 7 (JtR), 12 at Anderson
Road on May 13 (DCS);  Nelson’s Sparrow - 1 at Conway
Sandhills on Jun. 7 (NM, INT), 1 at Peter’s Road at Rollo Bay
WMA on Jun. 12 (DO, NM, JCh);  Fox Sparrow - 1 at Winsloe
South on ~Mar. 21 (DEJ), 1 photographed at South lake on mar. 28
(HB via Birding on PEI), 6 at Clearview Estates in Stratford on
Apr. 4 (DMu), 1 at Georgetown Royalty on Apr. 4 (SCS), first of
the year in Donagh on Apr. 10 (JDM), 1 at Georgetown Royalty on
Apr. 24 (SCS);  Song Sparrow - 2 overwintered at West Royalty
feeders (DCS), 1 at Basin Head & 2 at Reeve’s Estates on Mar. 26
(DO, NM, JDM), 1 in Crapaud on Apr. 1 (DD), 200+ during 282
km field trip from Stratford to Locke Shore Road on Apr. 3 (DO,
JDM), 2 fighting in midst of snow storm at Donagh on Apr. 9
(JDM);  Lincoln’s Sparrow - 1 at Monticello on May 18 (LM); 
Swamp Sparrow - 1 at Noonan’s Marsh on Apr. 24 (RA, JBl,
BCM), 1 at Stanhope marshes on May 8 (DCS), 2 at Lorne Valley
on May 1 (RC), 10 along Confed. Trail at McKenna’s Pond on
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Male Bobolink at Brackley Beach
on May 24, 2016

Photo by John te Raa

May 8 (KMcK), 2 at Pigot’s Trail on May 14 & 15 (NPEI), 2 at East Lake on May 15 (SCS);  White-throated Sparrow - 1 at
Horne’s Cross Road feeders on Apr. 23 (VB), first of the spring at Donagh feeders on Apr. 25 (JDM), 2 at Fox Meadows Golf Course
on Apr. 26 (LM), 3 at Winsloe South on Apr. 27 (DEJ), 3+ singing at Monticello on May 1 (LM, JGM), 8 at Keppoch on May 1
(MMcC), 2 at Summerside on May 2 (TF), 2 at Clearview Estates on May 5 (DMu), 3 at Winsloe South on May 3 & 4 on May 6
(DEJ), 7 along Confed. Trail at McKenna’s Pond on May 8 (KMcK), 6 at Donagh feeders on May 10 (JDM);  White-crowned
Sparrow - 1 at Monticello on May 18 (LM) Dark-eyed Junco - 20 roadside at Monticello, 20 roadside at Cable Head East, 10 at
Cable Head & 38 others at various locations on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 5 at Donagh feeders on Apr. 10 (JDM);  Scarlet Tanager -
1 at Holland Cove on May 22 (LK via Birding on PEI);  Northern Cardinal - 1 at Greenvale on Apr. 5 (DK);  Rose-breasted
Grosbeak - first of the year at Elmwood on May 12 (BJ), singing at Macphail Woods on May 14 (FdB, DO, Birds and Breakfast),
female at South Melville on May 14 (RA), male photographed at Harrington on May 16 (HMacE), male at Donagh on May 19
(JDM), male at Confed. Trail York-Suffolk on May 19 (JtR), male at Harrington on May 20 (HMacE) & May 23 (VB), 1 at Stanhope

on May 22 (JtR);  Indigo Bunting - 1 at South lake on May 15 (DSt); 
Bobolink - several singing at South Melville on Apr. 9 (G&SF), first of year at
Green Bay on May 14 (JW), 2 males at Marshfield (Jenkin’s Road) on May 15
(LM), 5 at Brackley Beach on May 24 (JtR), 1 singing at South Melville on
May 20 (RA), 4 at Pigot’s Trail on May 21 (DEJ), male at Cable Head on May
21 (RWH), 2 males and a female north of Cardigan on Rte 328 on Jun. 11
(SCS), 3 at Bonshaw on Jun. 13 (FdB, DFG);  Red-winged Blackbird - 1 with
2 Common Grackles on Mar. 12 (DCS), 3 males at Cherry Valley feeder on
Mar. 24 (WFB, JDM), 12 at St. Charles feeder at Earnscliffe on Mar. 26 (DO,
NM, JDM);  Yellow-headed Blackbird - 1 at Flat River on Apr. 5 (RD); 
Common Grackle - 300+ displaying and singing during 282 km field trip from
Stratford to Locke Shore Road on Apr. 3 (DO, JDM), carrying grass for nest
building at Stratford on Apr. 7 (FRC), grackles defending hedge suggesting
they’re on nests at Stratford on Apr. 12 (FRC);  Brown-headed Cowbird -
most days in mid to late March at Reeves Estates feeders (DO), 1 at West
Royalty feeders on Jan. 24 & 1 on Mar. 25 (DCS), 1 at Priest Pond on Apr. 9
(FdB, GS), a male & a female at Stanhope feeders on Apr. 21 (BH), 2 at Tea
Hill on Apr. 25 (FdB), 1 at Riverview Estates feeder on May 8 (WFB, EM); 

Baltimore Oriole - reported at Hyde Park trail in late May (via DO);  Pine Grosbeak - 1 at Larkin’s Pond on May 21 (AG), 1 female
or immature male at Lower Darnley on May 25 (NM);  Purple Finch - female at Donagh feeders on Mar. 27 (JDM), 2 at Tea Hill on
Apr. 3 (FdB), 2 at Riverview Estates on Apr. 17 (WFB), 1 singing at Monticello on Apr. 18 (LM, JGM), 4 at Tryon feeders on Apr.
20 (BCl), 1 at Monticello on Apr. 22 (JGM), 2 females at Webster’s Corner on Apr. 22, 6 males & 6 females at Horne’s Cross Road
feeders on Apr. 23 (VB), singing at Macphail Woods on May 14 (FdB, DO, Birds and Breakfast), 1 at East Lake on May 15 (SCS); 
White-winged Crossbill - 50 at Clearspring on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 4 at Rustico Island on May 23 (RA, BCM, VB, SGC), 12
at Dingwell’s Mills on Jun. 5 (SCS);  Common Redpoll - 4 at Selkirk Pond on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 1 at Hartsville feeders for 1
day in Mar. (JWA), 1 at Summerville March 29 & March 30 (RWH), 1at Confederation Trail at 48 Road on Apr. 14 (KMcK);  Pine
Siskin - 1 at Monticello on Apr. 18 (LM, JGM), 2 at Confederation Trail at 48 Road on Apr. 14 (KMcK), 7 at Keppoch on May 1
(MMcC), 1 at Winsloe South on May 6 (DEJ), 1 at Elmwood on May 6 (BJ), at Stanhope feeders on May 21 (BH, NM, DO, JDM,
LY), 2 at Elmwood on May 22 (BJ);  American Goldfinch - 25 at Reeves Estates on Mar. 26 (DO, NM, JDM), 30 at East Point on
Apr. 2 (BMacK, BD), drinking sycamore sap at Reeves Estates on Apr. 18 (DO, NM);  Evening Grosbeak - at Charlottetown in May
(CM), 1 at Confederation Trail at 48 Road on May 8 (KMcK);  House Sparrow - 20 overwintered at West Royalty feeders (DCS),
20 at Earnscliffe on Mar. 24 (WFB, JDM), 7 at West Royalty feeders on Apr. 10 (DCS).

NOTE:  DO reported hearing more birds during migration this spring.

Older reports and corrections:  Canada Geese - 900 at Ellen’s Creek and 300 at Brackley-Covehead marsh on Jan. 1, 2016;
Red-throated Loon - 2 off Dalvay on Nov. 11, 2015 (DCS);  Common Loon - 1 off Dalvay on Nov. 11, 2015 (DCS); Red-necked
Grebe - 1 off East Point on Sept. 26, 2015 & 1 off Dalvay on Oct. 8, 2015;  Sharp-shinned Hawk - 1 at West Royalty on Jan. 23,
2016 (DCS);  Northern Goshawk - 1 at Stanhope on Sept. 20 (DCS);  American Golden Plover - 1 at Covehead on Sept 15, 2015,
1 at Covehead Bay on Sept. 20, 2015 & 1 at Tracadie Harbour on Sept. 26, 2016 (DCS); Peregrine Falcon - 1 at East Point on Sept.
26, 2015 & 1 at Brackley North Marsh on Sept. 28, 2015 (DCS); Lapland Longspur - 11 at China Point on Jan. 10, 2016 (DCS);
Yellow-billed Cuckoo found dead at Summerside on Nov. 2011 (posting in Inaturalist.ca #3418469). 

Thanks to the following contributors who provided records for this listing, namely: AA - Anne Arvidson; MAA - Mark
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Bog Buckbean at Red Point on June 6, 2016
Photo by Dwaine Oakley

Snow Bunting at Little Harbour Beach
May 3, 2016

Photo by Marcy Robertson

Arsenault; MAl - Marlene Alyward; RA - Ron Arvidson; RGA - Ron Arsenault; HB - Hélène Blanchet; JBl - Jean
Blanchard; MB - Matt Beardsley; MBr - Mark Brennan;  VB - Vanessa Bonnyman; WFB - Bill Bowerbank; BCl -
Barbara Clement; BCo - Brenda Cobb; CBC - Canadian Broadcasting System Radio at Charlottetown; CC - Craig
Chapman; DCl - Doug Clarey; EC- Elwood Coakes; FRC - Rosemary Curley; JCh - John Chandler; RC- Ray Cooke;
SGC - Sharon Clark; SCo - Stephen Corkum; FdB - Fiep de Bie; BD - Bree Donovan; BDa - Bethany Dauphninee; DD -
Daphne Davey; JD - JoAnne Dunphy; KD - Kathie Doiron; LD - Lois Doan; LJD - Lou Daley; RD - Richard Davies; SD
- Sara Deveau;  CF - Chelsey Folson;  G&SF - Greg & Sandra Feetham; TF - Tiber Falzett; W&SF - Warren & Sherron
Foulkes; AG - Amanda Guerico; AGa - Amanda Gallant; DFG - Diane Griffin; LG - Lynn Grant; MRG - Marlene
Guignion; RG - Robbie Gallant; SG - Shelley Gallant; BH - Ben Hoteling; CFH - Caleb Harding; JH - John Hayden;
RWH - Robert Harding; L&JH - Les & Joan Homans; MH - Megan Harris; INT - Island Nature Trust; BJ - Bill
Jameson; DEJ - Don Jardine; DK - Dianne Knox; EK - Ed Keunecke; HK - Holly Keizer; JK - John Klymko; LK -
Lorne Kelly; ML - Morgan Laverty; SL - Sean Landsman: ADM - Allie McLennan; A&PM - Arlene & Paul McGuigan;
BAM -  Barb McDonald; BCM  - Bonnie McOrmond;  BMacK - Brett MacKinnon; BMacN - Ben MacNeil;; DM -
Damien MacDonald; DMacN - Don MacNeil; DMur - Dale Murchison; DMacN - Dave MacNearney; DMcL - Don
McLelland; DMu - Doug Murray; EM - Evelyn Martin; GMacD - Genevieve MacDonald; GMcC - Gail McCourt;
HMacE - Holly MacEachern; JDM - Dan McAskill; JGM - Gerald MacDonald (formerly listed as GM); KMcK - Ken
McKenna; LM - Lucas McCormack; MMcC - Melanie McCarthy; MNM - Mary Myers; NM - Nicole Murtagh; REM -
Rosanne MacFarlane; TAM - Tom Matheson; TM - Tamara MacDonald; WJM - Wade MacKinnon; CNe - Christine
Newton; DO - Dwaine Oakley; BP - Brenda Penak; NPEI - Nature PEI; SP - Shirley Prowse; CMR - Clarence Ryan; JR -
John Read Jr.; MR - Marcy Robertson; DC&ES - David & Elaine Seeler; DSh - Doug Sheidow; DSt - Dave Stewart;
MSh - Matt Sheidow; GS - Gary Schneider; IS - Ian Scott; JDS - John D. Somers; MS - Melanie Sutherland; NS - Neil
Shaw; SCS - Scott Sinclair;  D&JT - Dutch Thompson; JT - Jamie Taylor; JTh - James Therrien; JtR - John te Raa; LT -
Linda Thomas; RT - Rianna Teeuwisson; AW - Anne Wootton; JW - Jackie Waddell; JWA - Jean Watts; TW - Trevor
Wadman; WCT - Wildlife Conservation Technology Class; LY - Lorne Yeo; JLZ - Julie-Lynn Zahavich.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CALENDAR:
Note:  All Society presentations and field trips are open to the public.   

Society meetings start at 7:30 PM at  Beaconsfield, the Carriage House, corner of West and Kent Street,
Charlottetown.  YN = young naturalists encouraged to attend or participate

June 20th - Kings County Piping Plover Guardian Training Session.  Island Nature Trust (INT) is recruiting Piping
Plover Guardians for Kings County. A training session will be help June 20th  at 6:30 P.M. at the Souris Striders
Ski Lodge near the junction of the Souris Line and Grants Road in Harmony Junction near Souris, followed by a
visit to a nearby piping plover nesting beach (weather permitting). Contact INT for more information at 902-
892-7513.

June 26th – Stories from the Shore.  Join Island Nature Trust at Rock Barra Artist Retreat in Rock Barra on June 26th at
2 P.M. for a shoreline celebration! The day will include a presentation on shoreline animal and plant life, a
beach walk to install Piping Plover nesting signs made by grade four students from Souris Regional School, and
a chance to see a Piping Plover family. Contact INT for more information at 902-892-7513. 

Aug. 16th, 2016 - 100th Anniversary of The Migratory Birds Convention Treaty signing between Canada and United
States.  Truly a day to celebrate.

Aug. 26th  - Nominations deadline for  Hon. J. Angus MacLean Natural Areas Award.   This is the preeminent

award was established by the Island Nature Trust to honour an individual, group, or agency who/which
has made a significant contribution to the protection of natural areas in Prince Edward Island. For more
information contact admin@islandnaturetrust.ca 

Sept. 15th  - Island Nature Trust Annual General meeting.  This meeting will feature the awarding of the Hon. J.
Angus MacLean Natural Areas Award.  Guest speaker to be announced.  The meeting starts at 7:00 PM at
Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and Kent, Charlottetown. For more information contact
admin@islandnaturetrust.ca

Sept. 24th  - Neil Bennett Autumn Birding Classic Fund Raiser. This fun birding event collects valuable information
on bird migration movements and raises funds for the Island Nature Trust’s land protection and acquisition
programs.   For more information, check the Trust’s website at www.islandnaturetrust.ca  Donations can be sent
to the Island Nature Trust at P.O. Box 265, Charlottetown PE C1A 7K4 or via telephone to 902-892-7513. The
inclement weather date is Sept. 25th.

Oct 4th - The fascinating micro-world of lichens - how to get to know them.  Frances Anderson will be the guest
speaker for the Society’s meeting which starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and
Kent, Charlottetown. YN

October 25 to 27th  - The Autumn Atlantic Society of Fish and Wildlife Biologists Meeting is being held in
Summerside at the Quality Inn Garden of the Gulf.  For more information, contact the ASFWB’s website. 

Nov. 1st  - Urban forestry, what's happening in Charlottetown?  Beth Hoar will be the guest speaker for the Society’s
meeting which starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and Kent, Charlottetown. YN

Dec. 6th  - Impacts of Lead on Wildlife and the Environment.  Helene Von Donnick will be the guest speaker for the
Society’s meeting which starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and Kent,
Charlottetown. YN

Jan. 3rd  - Prince Edward Island gone wild: photography by Sean Landsman  Sean Landsman will be the guest
speaker for the Society’s meeting which starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and
Kent, Charlottetown. YN
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