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P.O. BOX 2346, CHARLOTTETOWN, P.E.I. C1A 8C1

Meetings are held of the first Tuesday of the month from October to June at 7:30 p.m. at Beaconsfield’s Carriage
House, corner of West and Kent Street in Charlottetown.  Each meeting commences with a brief business
meeting followed by a nutrition break and our guest speaker.  Members and non-members are welcome.  

Membership is open to anyone interested in the natural history of Prince Edward Island.  Membership is available
at any meeting or by contacting the Treasurer at P.O. Box 2346, Charlottetown PE C1A 8C1.  Annual membership
is $20 and renewals are due in January.  Multi-year renewals are $20 per year for which you wish to renew. 
Membership expiry dates are shown in the top right hand corner of the mailing label or by a notice provided to
those receiving electronic newsletters.

The Society is directed by a volunteer Executive elected from its members.
2016 Executive:

President ....................................................Rosemary Curley, Stratford 902-569-1209 rcurleypei@eastlink.ca 
Vice-President  .........................Gerald MacDougall, Charlottetown 902-368-8092 eagle.dynasty@gmail.com
Past President ............................... ...............Ian Scott, Charlottetown 902-892-5796 scotts@pei.sympatico.ca
Secretary ..........................................Robert Harding, Summerville 902-838-2699 rharding@pei.sympatico.ca
Treasurer ....................................................Don Jardine, Winsloe South 902-368-2549 dejardine@eastlink.ca
Director-  Program & Publicity .....................Diane Griffin, Stratford 902-569-2343 dianegriffin@eastlink.ca
Director - Field Trips .....................................Julie Vasseur, Charlottetown 902-940-1310  jlvssr@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor....................................Dan McAskill, Donagh 902-569-4351 jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca 

NEWSLETTERS are normally published quarterly and are available in Acrobat Reader colour format via E-mail
or in black & white hard copy delivered by mail.  Hard copies are printed on recycled paper.  Articles, notes,
reports, drawings, bird sightings, plant records, pictures, etc. are welcomed from members and non-members.  If
you have seen anything unusual, please share it with us.  It is important to have your nature observations recorded
so that others may learn from them.  All contributions should be sent by mail to Dan McAskill, Newsletter Editor,
Nature PEI (NHSPEI), 368 Brazel Road, Donagh, P.E.I. C1B 0T9 or via E-mail to jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca 
The next deadline for articles, sightings, or other newsletter information is December 10th, 2016.

Illustrations/Pictures:  The Society extends its thanks to Ron Arvidson, Lynn Grant, Jake Harding, Institute of
Island Studies Press, Don Jardine, Dan McAskill, Nicole Murtagh, John te Raa, Chris Rice, Scott Sinclair, and
Julie-Lynn Zahavich for the use of their photographs in this issue.

Reprinting:  Editors of other newsletters and teachers wishing to copy classroom materials are welcome to reprint
articles from the Island Naturalist (except when copyrighted).  Due acknowledgment must be provided to the Island
Naturalist, the author and illustrator.
Web page:  www.NaturePEI.ca  Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/NaturePEI 
Nature PEI gratefully acknowledges support from the Department of Education, Early Learning and Culture which
enables distribution of newsletters to schools and libraries desiring it.  The Society has representation on the board
of the Island Nature Trust.  The Society is a registered charity and a non-profit organization (Part 2, PEI Companies
Act).  Tax receipts are issued for donations to the Society and these funds are used to further the work of the
Society.

Cover Illustration:  
The Black Swallowtail (Papilio polyxenes) is often a hard to find species on PEI.  Nicole Murtagh captured

this beautiful image of a male Black Swallowtail at the Lily Pond near Ravenwood in Charlottetown on August 16,
2016.  The large green Black Swallowtail larvae have yellow-spotted black bands and feed on a variety of carrot
family species including Queen Anne’s Lace (Daucus carota).  It has two flight periods, one in early May to June
and the other in mid-July to early September.
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Yellow Garden Spider (Argiope aurantia) 
at Kensington, PEI

Photo by Chris Rice

NATURE PEI NEWS:

On June 24th, Rosemary Curley and Dan McAskill provided comments on behalf on Nature PEI at a
stakeholder meeting on Climate Change Mitigation Strategies facilitated by Julie-Ann Vincent of Dunsky Energy
Consulting.  This consultation was part of a time-limited consultation to prepare PEI’s strategy positions in
preparation for a November Federal-Provincial-Territorial consultation meeting.

Recently, Nature PEI concluded its Wildlife Conservation Fund project “General Status of Species -
Citizen Science Fills the Gaps” to sort, identify and data base an additional 3,200 spider specimens that were
collected by Nature PEI citizen scientists in 2015.  This project was a followup on the assessment of 1,100 spiders
collected in 2015 that, combined with other studies, increased the PEI spider list from 38 to 171 species.  A special
thanks goes to all the citizen science collectors, sorters, and identification specialists who contributed to these two
projects.  Thanks as well to the funding organizations, namely PEI Wildlife Conservation Fund, PEI Invasive
Species Council, UPEI, and the PEI Department of Community, Lands and Environment who partnered with
Nature PEI in financing this effort.  The note below provides a summation on the results.  
 

197 SPIDER SPECIES IN PEI AND 9.6% ARE NON-NATIVES:         By Rosemary Curley

The final numbers are in at last! We’ve identified
our collection of Prince Edward Island spiders and we
found 123 species, a few steps up from the list of 38 that
was known in 2010.  However…as our citizen scientists
were collecting spiders in 2015, we learned that scientists at
the University of Guelph used DNA bar coding to identify
an additional 45 species for the Province, and they have
since extended that number to 133.  There is some overlap
in results. The grand total of spiders in PEI from all sources,
following the discovery of a fishing spider in 2012, is now
at 197 species. It is an impressive leap in spider knowledge,
identifying not only jumping spiders, but 18 other spider
families. “There are certainly more spiders out there waiting
to be identified -- we know the species that live in soils are
undersampled. Nevertheless, we are thrilled that our citizen
scientists have produced truly significant findings” notes
Rosemary Curley of Nature PEI. “Kudos also to the PEI
Wildlife Conservation Fund for helping make this happen.”

The marbled orbweaver (Araneus marmoreus) and the common orbweaver (Araneus saevus) were first
collected in 1905 and 1926 respectively, and are still present on the Island. The history of other species is not so
obvious, because most have only been collected since 2008.  For instance, we do not know if the failure to re-
collect six of the first 38 is significant in terms of species loss. This situation reveals the dearth of natural heritage
collections in the province, and the failure of our museum to provide basic knowledge about our wildlife. 
Amazingly, there are 19 exotic species (9.6 %) in the list of 197. The Nature PEI sample with 12 % exotics
probably reflects more patrols in back yards and houses than the Guelph study, which shows 10 exotic species
(7.5%) and included sampling in PEI National Park. Seven of the 19 non-natives species can be found in houses.

Spiders arriving from elsewhere come primarily in fruit shipments, potted plants, and containers and/or
packing material, according to a recent study in Europe. The ones turning up in bananas and other tropical fruit are
not likely to establish permanent populations, but those in potted plants have a high rate of establishment, and
container spiders are also somewhat successful in multiplying. 

Why do we care about exotic spiders? Invading spiders may displace native spiders, and eat native insects. 
But so far they have not attracted much attention and their impact on native species is poorly understood. We
suspect their numbers might be a good indicator of the extent of the invasions by various invertebrate families,
including insects such as moths and beetles. Some species of invasive insects include the emerald ash borer
(forecast to arrive soon) which kills ash trees, the Japanese beetle which defoliates up to 300 species of trees and
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Blue-coloured Green Frog captured 
below Mellish Pond on July 19, 2016

Photo by Jake Harding

shrubs, and the European pine shoot moth which both deforms and stunts the growth of native and ornamental
pines. “This sort of accidental problem is expanding with global trade” notes Beth Hoar, Chair of the PEI Invasive
Species Council,” and of course, once species are established, it is hard to get rid of them. We really need to work
harder at prevention.”

TIME AND A PLACE LAUNCHED IN JULY:

Congratulations go out to the editors Edward MacDonald, Joshua MacFadyen, and Irené Novaczek as well
as essay contributors John R. Gillis, Graeme Wynne, David Keenlyside, Helen Kristmanson, Douglas Sobey,
Rosemary Curley, Jean-Paul Arsenault, Boyde Beck, Alan MacEachern, Kathleen Stuart, Claire Campbell, and
Colin MacIntyre on the publication of Time and A Place: An Environmental History of Prince Edward Island.  It
was launched at Upstreet Brewery in Charlottetown to a very appreciative audience and a standing room only
crowd on Wednesday evening, July 13th.  Bravo Institute of Island Studies!  What a way for the to celebrate your
31st year.

Time and a Place was co-published by McGill-Queens University Press and Island Studies Press.  It is the
5th publication of McGill-Queen’s Rural, Wildland, and Resource Studies Series.  Time and a Place provides a wide
range of essays on the Island’s environmental history since the ice age that cover the Island’s archaeology, forests,
wildlife, seaplants, agricultural land use, fisheries, tourism, energy, and legislation.  It is available at Island Studies
Press http://projects.upei.ca/isp/upcoming-titles/ and at local bookstores.  The soft cover version is retailing at
$34.95 while the hard cover version is $110.

BLUE-COLOURED GREEN FROG: By Jake Harding

On July 19, 2016, I was fishing on the
Brudenell River in New Perth, Kings County (where
the river crosses Mellish's Pond Road - just below
Mellish's Pond itself). While walking downstream, I
saw a flash of blue out of the corner of my eye. Upon
closer inspection I discovered that it was a blue-
coloured green frog, the first of those that I have ever
seen or heard of in Prince Edward Island. After
quickly catching it and checking to make sure that it
didn’t have paint or staining on its skin, I decided I
should bring it home and put it in an aquarium with
sphagnum to get some good pictures of it.

I emailed the pictures to Dr. Don MacAlpine
at the New Brunswick Museum.  He confirmed that
this was indeed a naturally-occurring, although rare,
colour trait of the green frog. Dr. McAlpine also
indicated that he was aware of a research paper
currently being prepared on blue-coloured green frog
records in North America. That paper will now
include this sighting. Apparently there are about 110
records of blue-coloured green frogs from across North America, and this is the only record from Prince Edward
Island.

NEWS FROM ABOUT: Compiled by Dan McAskill

Located at the northern extremity of Conception Bay, the world’s largest population of the Leach’s Storm-
Petrel is found on Baccalieu Island, Newfoundland where there were once > 3 million present.  However, its
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population has been declining both at the global scale and on Baccalieu Island.  Potential mortality causes may
include predation at breeding colonies, contaminants such as mercury, fatal attraction to night lights and bright
flares from offshore oil and gas operations, and climate-driven changes in diet.  Over the past four years, Dr. Laura
McFarlane Tranquilla, Bird Studies Canada’s (BSC) Atlantic Program Manager has been assisting Dr. April Hedd,
Environment and Climate Change Canada, in a study designed to monitor its survival and assess the causes of their
decline.  The study includes the use of miniature tracking devices.  (Adapted from Bird Studies Canada Latest
News August 15, 2016) 

Congratulations go out to Bird Studies Canada on its receipt of a two-year grant of $560,000 from the 
CANARIE Research Software Program to support the further expansion of the Motus Wildlife Tracking System to
the Western Hemisphere.  BSC’s five-year goal is to identify movement patterns and habitat utilization of 50
migratory bird species.  The Motus Wildlife Tracking System is a program of Bird Studies Canada, in partnership
with Acadia University and collaborating researchers and organizations. (Adapted from Bird Studies Canada Latest
News September 16, 2016)

Great news on the education forefront, the City of Toronto released its latest publication in its Biodiversity
Series, Trees, Shrubs and Vines of Toronto last spring.  This publication is available free at Toronto’s local public
libraries.  They also announced plans to release two other publications, namely: Bees; and Fungi and Trees.
(Adapted from Toronto Field Naturalists #620, May 2016)   

In August 2016, some 2,000 delegates discussed the theme of Bringing Science and Conservation Together
at the 6th North American Ornithological Conference held in Washington, D.C. during meetings, roundtables, and
symposia.  Six BSC staff participated in the conference. (Adapted from Bird Studies Canada Latest News
September 12, 2016)  

Dr. Glen Chilton, a professor of biology at James Cook University in Townsville, Queensland, Australia, 
writes a weekly column concerning recent advances in the field of bird biology under the title “A Traveller's Guide
to Feathers”.  These articles can be found on his website: glenchilton.com. Each piece describes the highlights of a
recently-published paper from a scholarly journal. Glen's writings are meant for bird enthusiasts who are curious
about the latest advances in the field. The studies are global in scope, and consider birds of all types from penguins
on Bouvet Island to snake-eagles in Israel.  A Traveller's Guide to Feathers provides content without the jargon. 
Glen Chilton is the author of The Curse of the Labrador Duck as well as other books. (Adapted from a 2016 Email
from Dr. Chilton)

Recently, the 2016 American Woodcock Population Status report was released.  This report analyzed male
woodcock singing-ground survey data and suggested that, while there is a significant long term population decline
for the period of 1968 to 2016 (-0.93%/year in the Eastern Management region and 0.68%/year in the Central
Management Region), the last decade’s data suggested a stable population in the both regions. (Adapted from Bird
Studies Canada Latest News September 12, 2016 and Mark Seamans and Rebecca Rau’s “American Woodcock
Population Status, 2016")

TAKING THE BIRD YEAR PLEDGE: Adapted from 2016-2017 Bird Year Pledge by
Environment and Climate Change Canada

In the last issue of the Island Naturalist (page 8), a brief history of reasons for the Migratory Birds
Convention Act and its centennial was described.  Since this article was released, Environment and Climate Change
Canada has asked individuals in Canada to endorse a pledge to “take birds under my wing”.  The pledge itself lists
eight ways assist birds, namely:

1. Supervise my pets outdoors;
2. Make my windows bird safe;
3. Avoid pesticides and chemical fertilizers;
4. Help reduce climate change;
5. Report birds sightings and participate in citizen science;
6. Make my backyard bird-friendly and protect even toe smallest habitat (a haven of birds);
7. Buy products from sustainable farming, fishing and forestry; and 
8. Get involved or donate to a nature conservation organization.
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The Curious Ducks at Canoe Cove, PEI
Photo by Julie-Lynn Zahavich

THE 16th  NEIL BENNETT AUTUMN BIRDING CLASSIC: By Dan McAskill, Ray Cooke, Ron
Arvidson, Sharon Clark, Vanessa Bonnyman, Jean Blanchard, Brenda Penak, Jackie Waddell, Fiep
de Bie, Shirley Gallant, Marlene Guignion, Julie-Lynn Zahavich, Lucas MacCormack, & Chelsey
Folsom 

Four birding teams participated this year with Nature PEI’s lead team, Team Dodo of the Island Nature
Trust, The Curious Ducks youth team from the Trust, and Ron Arvidson’s Birding on PEI team.  This year’s count
was held on September 24th.

2016 marked the 22st anniversary of the Autumn Birding Classic which was designed as a long-term fund
raising partnership for the Trust’s land conservation program and as a bird migration monitoring count for early
autumn.  Nature PEI (Natural History Society of Prince Edward Island) and the Island Nature Trust commenced the
Autumn Birding Classic in 1995.  It was renamed the Neil Bennett Autumn Birding Classic in 1999 in memory of
Neil’s significant contributions to the Trust and bird conservation. 

A new element this year was the creation of a youth team,
“The Curious Ducks”.  Julie-Lynn Zahavich was the moving force
behind this initiative which invited children and their parents to a
birding event at Canoe Cove beach.  Julie-Lynn and Chelsey Folsom
of the Nature Trust assisted with the coordination and interpretation.

The Trust distributed two press releases and sent out posts to
its social media network. There was great coverage on CBC radio and
their social media.  Birding on PEI Facebook provided very good
coverage with multiple posts of the Bennett Bird Count poster and on
the youth event component.  In addition to this, The Buzz carried a
press release in the September issue.
 Nature PEI’s lead team of Ray Cooke and Dan McAskill
started at 3:05 AM amidst a party cloudy, 1/4 moon and starlit sky
and dead still wind conditions.  It was a cool 8° Celsius to start the
day and the temperature dropped to 6° before dawn then increased to a
high of 14º C by early afternoon before dropping back to 10º C at dusk at 7:30 pm when our team stopped birding. 
Conditions were exemplary for acoustic owling at the first stop on the White Road but the poplar leaves started to
rattle intermittently by the second stop in Dromore.  A cell phone with owl calls and an auxiliary  speaker were
used for the owl play backs.   The first owl species heard for Nature PEI’s team was a Great Horned Owl and that
record was followed shortly by seeing two Barred Owls and later hearing a Northern Saw-whet Owl.  During the
night, we heard a few bird migration calls and an American Bittern responded to a playback at River Meadows
(near St. Peters).

By dawn at East Point (6:30 am), the northwest wind was blowing between 18 and 25 km per hour (only a
partial gale this year!) and the eastern sky was cloud covered (~60% overall cloud cover).  As we approached the
parking lot, there was a steady stream of gulls (Herring and Great Black-backed Gulls) and adult Northern Gannet
moving towards the north shore.  There were very few birds migrating through and only a single Merlin making a
sporadic trip around the point area.  Over a nearly two hour period at East Point and along the north shore west
towards Beaton’s Point, a solitary Merlin and a lone Sharp-shinned Hawk were seen.  As we left East point for the
first time on this day, we started to see some streaming and circling of migratory flocks of Blue Jays over the
woodland area.  After an inland trip to Bothwell, we returned to the East Point woodlands about 9:45 am to try for
Harlequin Ducks (no such luck).  Outside the flocks of migrating Blue Jays, there were very low numbers of
woodland birds overall with a single Blue-gray Gnatcatcher as well as seven Pine Siskins, a solitary Purple Finch, a
White-throated Sparrow, a Savannah Sparrow, several Song Sparrows and a few Black-capped Chickadees being
seen.  In the afternoon, there were intermittent light rain showers but a few of these became short periods of heavy
rain one of which produced a spectacular rainbow over the Pisquid River Wildlife Management Area.  The Nature
PEI lead team finished its count trying to find a House Sparrow in Charlottetown.  The team traveled 333 km by
auto, walked about 1 km and observed or heard 89 bird species and a few flocks of unidentified shorebirds.  This
was up from the 81 bird species seen in 2015 but well below the 102 seen in 2014, the 108 observed in 2008, the 94
seen or heard in 2013, or the 96 in 2011 but greater than the 81 seen in 2010 or 79 seen in 2012.

Besides those birds listed above, the highlights of the Nature PEI’s Lead Team for the day’s outing were a
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Great Egret at Leslie’s Pond
Sept. 24, 2016

Photo by Dan McAskill

Solitary Sandpiper at Stewart’s Pond
Sept. 24, 2016

Photo by Ron Arvidson

Red-necked Grebe, 2 Pomarine Jaegers, and 2 Parastic Jaegers at
East Point, a Pine Warbler at MacVane’s Creek, a Great Egret at
Leslie’s Pond in Souris West, an American Coot at Allisary Creek
Impoundment, a Lesser Scaup seen in a Dromore irrigation pond
and a singing Black-billed Cuckoo nearby, and the overall
diversity of shorebirds.  Even when we found woodland birds
during the day, the numbers were very low compared to the
numbers a decade ago.

In addition to the birds seen or heard below, the Society’s
team also observed two red foxes during the night, several grey
seals at East Point, about 12 seals at Rollo Bay, three red
squirrels, a foraging cat and a poodle.  Once the day warmed up,
there were small numbers of dragonflies seen and good numbers
of sulphur and cabbage white butterflies this year.  The only spot
we ran into some mosquitos was on Pigot’s Trail at Mount
Stewart.  New York aster, fall dandelion, tall white aster, and at
least six species of goldenrods were still in flower.  In
northeastern and central PEI, there was a very low crop of white and black spruce cones at almost all sites and a
relatively small crop of mountain ash, primarily American.  In northeastern PEI, there was a good crop of wild
raison (Viburnum spp) and wild rose while there was a good crop of wild apples throughout the count area.

Ron Arvidson’s Birding on PEI team was composed of Jean
Blanchard, Brenda Penak, and Ron Arvidson with some contributions from
Vanessa Bonnyman who did a short feeder watch for the team.  They
started their day at 8:30 AM and their route was from Cornwall’s Hyde
Park Pond then along the south shore to Canoe Cove, Victoria, and
Carleton Cove before returning homeward.  Their birding highlights
included a Solitary Sandpiper at Stewart’s Pond near Crapaud, 2 Northern
Shovelers and 10 Greater Scaup at Borden lagoons and an American Coot
and 8 Pied-billed Grebe at Noonan’s Marsh at Borden Carleton. They
finished birding at 4:30 PM picking up 42 bird species during the trip. 
They didn’t see or hear any wild mammals.  During the outing, this team
covered 130 km by vehicle and walked about 2.0 km. 

With a trip that was filled with laughter, Team Dodo reported
having a great day recording their best ever total of 52 species of birds for
their various Bennett Bird Counts.  Their team consisted of Jackie
Waddell, Megan Harris, Fiep de Bie, Sharon Clark, Shirley Gallant, and
Marlene Guignion.   They started the day in Pleasant Grove at 6:45 AM
and covered various sites including the Watt’s Road, the PEI National Park
((PEINP) including the Boardwalk in Grand Tracadie, Dalvay, Long Pond,
Bubbling Springs trail in PEINP), Tracadie Harbour, the Cymbria Loop,
Oyster Bed Bridge,  Union Road, Carraghers Pond, Appin Road, and
Currie Road.  They finished birding at 3 PM but, at the end of her birding
day, Sharon picked up a Common Grackle at Charlottetown as the 52nd 
species of the day.  Their birding highlights were two Bald Eagles perched

very close together on top of a spruce at Oyster Bed Bridge, a kestrel on Union Road, a catbird at Long Pond off
Bubbling Springs Trail and a number of Caspian Terns at Oyster Bed Bridge.  They picked up the only Gray
Catbird, Willet, Red Knot, Red-tailed Hawk, and Gadwall recorded by the various teams during this year’s Bennett
Count.  Team Dodo finished having covered 112.5 km by vehicle and 5 km walking. 

The Curious Ducks youth team met at Canoe Cove beach at 9:00 AM and six youth and six adults
participated in the count.  Their highlight by far was the discovery of a Ruby-throated Hummingbird buzzing by as
well as watching a group of seals through a telescope sunbathe on the sand flat.  They ended up their day with 17
species at Canoe Cove and Julie-Lynn added another 4 during the travel to and from the cove.  They found the only
Osprey seen by the teams during the count.
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Over the past 17 years, Nature PEI and Island Nature Trust partnership has raised in excess of $37,300.  
Thanks to the generosity of this year’s many donors, so far the Trust’s pledge collectors and team members
collected pledges of  $2,020.  The three Corporate Sponsors, namely: Fitzpatrick & Company; Nature PEI (Natural
History Society of PEI) ; and PEI Department of Community, Lands and Environment have pledged or contributed
$1,100 for the 2016 Neil Bennett Autumn Birding Classic. 

In total, 101 species of birds were either seen or heard during the day.  These are listed below.

Canada Goose
Wood Duck
Gadwall
American Wigeon
American Black Duck
Mallard
Blue-winged Teal
Northern Shoveler (2)
Green-winged Teal
Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup (1)
Common Eider
Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Black Scoter
Red-breasted Merganser
Ring-necked Pheasant
Pied-billed Grebe
Red-necked Grebe (1)
Northern Gannet
Double-crested Cormorant
Great Cormorant
American Bittern
Great Blue Heron
Great Egret (1)

Osprey (1)
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
American Coot
Black-bellied Plover
Semipalmated Plover
Solitary Sandpiper
Greater Yellowlegs
Willet
Lesser Yellowlegs
Ruddy Turnstone
Red Knot
Sanderling
Dunlin
Least Sandpiper
White-rumped Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper (1)
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Pomarine Jaeger
Parasitic Jaeger
Razorbill
Black Guillemot
Black-legged Kittiwake (1)
Bonaparte’s Gull

Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Caspian Tern (1)
Common Tern
Rock Pigeon (Dove)
Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo (1)
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl
Northern Saw-whet Owl
Ruby-throated
Hummingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
American Kestrel (4)
Merlin (2)
Blue Jay
American Crow
Common Raven
Black-capped Chickadee
Boreal Chickadee (2)
Red-breasted Nuthatch

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (1)
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Swainson’s Thrush
American Robin
Gray Catbird (1)
European  Starling
Black-and-white Warbler
Common Yellowthroat (3)
Bay-breasted Warbler
Pine Warbler (1)
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Green
Warbler
Chipping Sparrow (1)
Savannah Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow (1)
White-throated Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Red-winged Blackbird
Common Grackle
Purple Finch
Pine Siskin
American Goldfinch

Note: Species in italics are rarely seen here at this time of year.  Numbers in brackets denote the number of birds where it
was unusual for this time of year.

WEATHER EVENTS:
Clear skies welcomed a strawberry moon on the first evening of summer this year.  Despite a wet first two

weeks of June, June 20th seen extreme fire weather indices in central and eastern PEI and very high to the western
end of the province.  Overall the weather this past summer was very good from a birding perspective although it
was dry, sunny and warm for the most part (Environment Canada Harrington Station Summary: Rain - June 72 mm,
July 39.4 mm, August 134.8 (with 105 mm in 6 days) and September 68 mm with respective average daily max-
min temperatures of 19.1 & 10; 23.4 & 14; 22.8 & 14.2; and 19 to 11.3º C.

ANIMAL AND PLANT SIGHTINGS: Compiled by J. Dan McAskill

PLANTS: One Gold Thread in flower at Dromore on Jun. 6 (DO, NM).  Goatsbeard in flower at Brackley,
Oyster Bed and other sites and Blue Flag in flower at Ebenezer on Jun. 17 (DO, JDM).  Blue-eyed Grass and
Dame’s Rocket (Phlox) in flower at Union Road and Harrington, a few Red Clover in flower at Brackley Beach,
Silvery Cinquefoil in flower at Brackley Beach and New Dominion, 1 Blue Flag in flower at Union Road on Jun.
18, Red-osier Dogwood and Curled Dock in flower at Alexander on Jun. 18 (DO, NM, JDM).  Ox-eye Daisy and
hundreds of Blue Flag in flower at Glenfinnan, Clematis and Vine Honeysuckle in flower at Donagh on Jun. 20
(JDM).  Lupins almost fully in flower at West Royalty on Jun. 21 (JDM) & suffering flower defoliation on Jun. 25
(JDM).  Rose in flower at Covehead Road on Jun. 22 (JDM).  Purple Vetch and Yarrow in flower at Savage
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Great blackberry crop along Confederation Trail
near Fredericton Junction on August 20, 2016

Photo by John te Raa

Harbour on Jun. 24 and Yarrow first flowered in Donagh on Jun. 25 (JDM).  Cow Parsnip in flower at Mount
Herbert on Jun. 24 (JDM).  Heal All in flower at Donagh, Blackberry in flower at Donagh and Glenfinnan,
Labrador Tea and Pitcher Plant in flower at Glenfinnan Bog on Jun. 26 (JDM).  Low Hop Clover in flower at
West Royalty on Jun. 27 and at Scotchfort on Jun. 29 (JDM).  Peony in flower at Donagh on Jun. 29 (JDM).  Daisy
Fleabane, first few Evening Primrose, St. John’s-Wort in flower at Parkdale on Jul. 5 (JDM).  Fireweed starting
to flower at Johnston’s River on July 6.  Spirea latifolia in flower at Point Prim on Jul. 8 (JDM).  Potato in flower
at Norboro on Jul. 10 (EM, WFB) and a few in flower at Glenfinnan on Jul. 21 (WFB, JDM).  Purple Loosestrife

in flower at Parkdale, Brome Grass in flower at
Johnston’s River, Sweet Clover and Queen’s Ann’s
Lace and in flower at Fullerton’s Marsh on Jul. 13
(JDM).  Spreading Dogbane in flower at Donagh on
Jul. 16 (JDM).  Brown-eyed Susan in flower at Pisquid
on Jul. 17 (JDM).  Tall Meadow Rue in flower at
Johnston’s River on Jul. 19 (JDM). Rabbit’s Foot
Clover and Wild Thyme in flower at Glenfinnan on
Jul. 20 (WFB, JDM) and Common Elder in flower at
French Village on Jul. 10 to 21 (JDM).  Goldenrod
starting to flower at Pigot’s Trail on Jul. 21 (WFB,
JDM).  Chanterelle mushrooms starting to flush at
MacVane’s Creek woods on July 27 (JDM, JCz). 
Catalpa in flower at River View Estates on Jul. 27
(WFB, EM).  Purple Fringed Orchid, Cranberry, and
Narrow-leaved Cat Tail in flower at Bayfield and
Thistle, Butter and Eggs, goldenrod (flat topped),
Pearly Ever Lasting in flower at Savage Harbour, 
White Ladies Tresses and Loosestrife (Swamp

Candles) in flower at Little Harbour, and Joe Pye Weed in flower at Sheep Pond and Pin Cherry and Red-berried
Elder in berry at Savage Harbour on Jul. 27 (JCz, JDM).  Tiger Lily in flower at Donagh on Jul. 31 (JDM).   
Butterfly Bush in partial flower at River View Estates on Aug. 2 (WFB, EM, JDM).   Good crop of blackberries in
the Fredericton Junction area on Aug. 20 (JtR).  Hydrangea starting to flower at Donagh on Aug. 7 and continued
to end of Aug. (JDM).  Grain field harvest started in Johnston’s River on Aug. 9 (JDM).  First mis-shaped Red
Oak acorns starting to drop on Aug. 12th and first ripe acorns on Aug. 25 (JDM). Hybrid birch Betula  x "Caerulea
Grandis" (JDM, DC).  Few Meadow Mushrooms flushing at Indian River on Aug. 19 and a flush of puff balls
present at Donagh on Aug. 22 (JDM).   New York Aster and Tall White Aster in flower at Donagh on Aug. 27
(JDM).  Flush of Bolete mushrooms under birch trees at Canavoy and Fall Dandelion, New York and Tall White
Asters, and Thyme in flower and a few Chicory in flower at Mount Stewart and Pearly Everlasting in flower at
Lakeville on Sept. 5 (JDM, WFB).  First few Red Oak acorns starting to fall in Donagh and flush of puff balls
under red oak tree on Sept. 7 (JDM).

Island rare plant findings:  Male Fern, Dryopteris filix-mas off the Grant Road near Souris; Rattlesnake
Plantain, Goodyera tesselata off the New Zealand Road; Common Dodder, Cuscuta gronovii at Mossy Point; and
Canada Germander, Teucrium canadense at Dog Island Sand Hills and Mossy Point (KEM).

Autumn leaf colour: Maple starting to flag red on two branches of a maple at Riverview Estates (WFB,
JDM); Mountain ash and a pin cherry flagging red at Donagh on Sept. 6, a few red maple with individual branches
flagged red at Hermitage on Sept. 20; brown leaves showing on the Bonshaw Hills deciduous trees on Sept. 27 and
a few maples flagging red on the Fanning Brook hills on Sept. 28 (JDM).  Dozens of trees flagging red in
Fredericton area on Oct. 1 (JDM).  

Seed crop assessment: a very low crop of conifer seed overall across the Island and a relatively small crop
of mountain ash.  In northeastern PEI, there was a good crop of wild raison (Viburnum spp) and wild rose and lots
of wild apples throughout the Island (JDM, TG).

INSECTS:  
Three Canadian Tiger Swallowtail butterflies seen during kestrel nest box checks between Charlottetown and
Rusticoville on Jun. 17 (NM, DO, JDM) and first of spring in Donagh on Jun. 20 (JDM).  Common Ringlet seen
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Leucistic Red Squirrel at Donagh, 
PEI Summer 2016

Photo by Dan McAskill

Snow Goose at Cavendish
Sept. 29, 2016

Photo by Lynn Grant

during kestrel nest box checks at Oyster Bed Bridge on Jun. 17 (JDM).  Bug eating lupin flowers at Glenfinnan on
Jun. 23 (GMacD).   Single Firefly at Donagh on Jun. 22 and at least seven on Jun. 25 (JDM) and a few on two
evenings the week of Jul. 13 (JDM).  Black Swallowtail photographed at Spry Cove sandspit on Jun. 24 (NM) and
one at beside the Lily Pond at the Charlottetown Experimental Farm on Aug. 16 (NM).  White Admiral butterfly at
Glenfinnan on Jun. 26 & at Donagh on May 29 (JDM).  Hundreds of mosquitos on deck screens in evening at
Savage Harbour on Jun. 26 (JDM).  First Viceroy of season seen flying at Donagh on Jun. 28 (JDM).  Great
Spangled Fritillary taking nectar on spreading dogbane at Glenfinnan South on Jul. 21 (WFB, JDM).  Common
Wood Nymph at Donagh on Aug. 2 and at Savage Harbour on Aug. 4 (WFB, JDM). Crane Fly on wall at Donagh
on Aug. 27 (JDM).  Lady butterfly at Donagh on Sept. 23 (JDM).

AMPHIBIANS/REPTILES:
Dozens of Leopard Frogs crossing road at Donagh and at French Village on ~Jul. 16 (JDM).  100s of Northern
Leopard Frogs at Pigot’s Trail adjacent to Allisary Creek Impoundment on Aug. 4 and dozens on Aug. 7 (JDM) and
in lawn grass at Donagh on Aug. 24 (JDM).  Blue-coloured Green Frog at Mellish Pond Road on the Brudenell
River in mid-July - see article on page 4 (JWH).  Two Northern Leopard Frogs, one with a bright green back and
the other with a grayish green back, were in the lawn grass at Clearview Estates on Aug. 21 (DMu)

MAMMALS: 3 small juvenile raccoons at Fort Augustus late afternoon on
Jul. 22 (JDM) and 2 dead on road at this site two weeks later (JDM).  No
bats again this summer at Bunbury and none last year while there were 12
three years ago (RT).  Muskrat swimming in Westmoreland River on Jul.
19 (DD).  4 striped skunk and 3 road killed skunk; 20+ red fox seen with 1
dead kit on road; 20+ red squirrels seen, and ~10 live raccoon seen and 3
road kills first week of July (JDM).  Leucistic Red Squirrel (with white tip
on tail) at Donagh during spring through summer (JDM).

BIRDS: Snow Goose - 1 photographed with Canada Geese at Cavendish on
Sept. 29 (LG);  Canada Geese - up to 80 Canada Geese at Glenfinnan River
and hay fields in Jul. & early Aug. (WFB, JDM, JCz), 200 at Glenfinnan on
Sept. 9 (JDM), 25 Canada Geese (4 broods) at Johnston’s River
impoundment and fields in mid-Jul. to early Aug. (JDM), 10 at Greenwich
on Sept. 8 (WFB, EM), 40 dropping into a grain field at Donagh on Sept. 13 (JDM), 200 in Johnston’s River grain
stubble field on Sept. 15 (JDM),  300 at Weisner’s Pond on Sept. 20 (JDM), ~500 in Cavendish grain field stubble
on Sept. 24 (JDM), ~1,000 flying from a grain stubble field at Dromore & 300 at Bethel grain stubble field on Sept.
24 (JDM, RC), 75 in a field at Wilmot Valley, 40 in a field at Travellers Rest and none at Red Bridge on Wilmot,
Summerside West bay or southern Malpeque Bay near Locke Shore Road on Sept. 27 (JDM);  Wood Duck - 5 at
French Village beaver dam on Jul. 21 (JDM, WFB), & 8 on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), a leucistic Canada Goose observed

with high power binoculars at Cavendish on Sept. 19 (PB via RH),
18 at Allisary Creek Impoundment on Sept. 24 (JDM, RC);  Gadwall
- 1 at Indian River on Sept. 27 (JDM);  American Wigeon - 16 at
Point Prim on Jul. 8 (JDM, MMcA); American Black Duck - 4 at
Point Prim on Jul. 8 (JDM);  Mallard - 18 at Barbara Weit River
estuary on Jun. 19 (JDM), 2 leucistic individuals at Hyde Park - 1 in
lagoon and 1 in pond on Aug. 2 (JDM, WFB); Blue-winged Teal - 4
at Leslie’s Pond on Sept. 24 (JDM, RC), 2 at Deroche Pond on Oct. 1
(ACh); Northern Shoveler - 1 at Lower Freetown on Oct. 1 (DO), 1
at Borden on Oct. 2 (RA, SGC, BCM, FdB);  Northern Pintail - hen
with 5 chicks at Pisquid River marsh on Jul. 27 (JCz, JDM);  Green-
winged Teal - 1 at Mt. Stewart Lagoons  on Jul. 21 (WFB, JDM) &
Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 3 at Hyde Park Pond on Aug. 2 (WFB, JDM); 
Ring-necked Duck - at Mt. Stewart Lagoons and female with 5
chicks at French Village beaver dam on Jul. 21 (WFB, JDM) & Jul.
27 (JDM, JCz);  Greater Scaup - 10 at Borden on Sept. 24 (RA, JBl,
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Long Range Image of Little
Blue Heron at Allisary Creek
Impoundment Aug. 5, 2016

Photo by Scott Sinclair

BP); Lesser Scaup - 1 at Dromore irrigation pond on Sept. 24 (JDM, RC);  Common Eider - 6 at Point Prim on
Jul. 8 (JDM, MMcA), 30 at East Point on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 3 at Indian Spit Light sand bar near Holman’s Island
on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV), 35 at East Point on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM);  Surf Scoter - 3 at East Point on Sept. 24 (RC,
JDM); White-winged Scoter - 18 at East Point on Sept. 24 (RC, JDM); Black Scoter - 15 at East Point on Sept. 5
(WFB, JDM), & 70 on Sept. 24 (RC, JDM);  Red-breasted Merganser - 1 at East Point on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM) &
1 on Sept. 24 (RC, JDM);  Ruddy Duck - 1 at Borden on Sept. 30 (RA, BP);  Gray Partridge - 2 roadside at
Donagh on Sept. 22 (JDM);  Ring-necked Pheasant - male at Mount Herbert on Jun. 17 (JDM), 4 juveniles at
Donagh and 2 adults at Johnston’s River on Sept. 5 (JDM);  Ruffed Grouse - at least three family groups along the
Woodlands and Bubbling Springs Trails in late summer (BH);  Red-throated Loon - 30 off Cavendish on Oct. 1
(DMur), 14 off Cavendish on Oct. 1 (G&SF);  Pied-billed Grebe - 3 at Allisary Creek Impoundment on Sept. 24
(JDM, RC);  Leach’s Storm-Petrel - at least 2 very close to shore off St. Peter’s Lake run on Jul. 11 (NM);
Northern Gannet - ~5 adults fishing off shore at Savage Harbour on Jul. 23-4 (JDM) and regularly at this location
in Aug. (JDM), ~200 on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz) & 2 at East Point on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM), 200+ with 99% being adults
on Sept. 24 (RC, JDM);  Double-crested Cormorant - 20 at Point Prim and 30 at Murray Head on Jul. 8 (JDM,
MMcA), 50 at East Point & 30 at North Lake on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM); 100 to 400 on Hillsborough Bridge piers in
Sept. (JDM);  Great Cormorant - 3 on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 1 at East Point on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM)  Great Blue
Heron - 1 at Hillsborough River, 1 at North Lake, and 1 at Little Harbour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz); Great Egret - 1
on Hillsborough River saltmarsh at Red Point Road on Jul. 25 (JDM), one at Allisary Creek Impoundment on Aug.
3 (DH), one at Leslie’s Pond in Souris West on ~Sept. 3 still there during the Neil Bennett Autumn Birding Classic

fund raiser on Sept. 24 (JMacD, KMi, JDM, RC);  Little Blue Heron - 1
photographed at Allisary Creek Impoundment on Aug. 5 (SCS) & Aug. 7 (G&SF,
JDM).   It was first reported the 2nd last weekend of July (DH); Turkey Vulture -
1 at West Point on Jul. 23 (RG);  Osprey - adult feeding 2 young at Wood
Island’s nesting platform on Jul. 8 (JDM, MMcA), adult with 2 young in nest at
Red Point Road, adult and immature at Midgell Nest, 1 carrying food at East
Point, and 1 at Basin Head on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 1 at Morell on Sept. 8 (WFB,
EM), 1 at Desable on Sept. 19 (LY), 1 seen fishing at Savage Harbour throughout
the summer (BJM, JDM);  Bald Eagle - immature at Pisquid River WMA & adult
at Savage Harbour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 1 at Tyne Valley and 1 at Lennox
Island ion Jul. 31 (WFB, EM),  about 20 perched in trees and kettling at
Alexandra on Aug. 7 (FdB, GS), immature at Clermont and adult at Pleasant
Valley on Sept. 27 (JDM), immature at Travellers Rest on Oct. 1 (JDM); 
Northern Harrier - male at Meadowbank on Jun. 17 (DO, JDM), male at Goose

River and male at South Lake on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), female at Bay Fortune on Jul. 29 (JDM, FRC), female at
Pisquid on Jul. 31 (JDM), 1 at Johnston’s River on Aug. 5 (JDM), 1 at Lakeville on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM), 1 at
Desable on Sept. 22 (JDM, LY);  Sharp-shinned Hawk - 1 at Savage Harbour on Sept. 30 (JDM);  Northern
Goshawk - 1 at Lower Freetown on Oct. 1 (DO);  Red-tailed Hawk - 1 at Farmington on Jul. 30 (WFB, EM), 1
adult at York Point Road on Aug. 2 (JDM, WFB), 1 adult at Cornwall on Aug. 22 (JDM), 1 at Savage Harbour on
Sept. 9 (BJM), 1 at Fort Augustus on Sept. 7 (JDM), 1 at Pleasant Valley on Sept. 8 (WFB, EM), 1 at Travellers
Rest on Oct. 1 (JDM);  American Coot - 1 at Allisary Creek Impoundment & 1 at Noonan’s Marsh on Sept. 24
(JDM, RC, RA, JBl, BP);  Sandhill Crane - 1 flying at Bonshaw on Jul. 4 (DO, NM), 5 reported in Eastern
Graphic Brenda Cobb’s column of Sept. 14 at Malpeque but no date specified (JCR, BCo), 2 flying at Whitlock’s
Pond on Oct. 3 (GW);  Black-bellied Plover - 5 at Lock Shore Road at Malpeque Bay on Aug. 22 (DMa), present
at Indian Spit Light bar, 22 at MacCallum’s Point, and 4 on shore of Holman’s Island on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV), 3
at Carleton Cove on Oct. 2 (RA, SGC, FdB, BCM);  Semipalmated Plover - 2 at Tea Hill on Jul. 11 (FdB), 3 at
North Rustico sandbar & Barachois beach on Jul. 13 (NM, CF), 40+ at Tracadie Bay on Jul. 31 (FdB, GS), at
PEINP first week of Aug. (DCS), 11 at Lock Shore Road at Malpeque Bay on Aug. 22 (DMa), 180 at MacCallum’s
Point near Holman’s Island bars on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV), 1 at Campbell’s Cove on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM), 30 at
Carleton Cove on Oct. 2 (RA, SGC, FdB, BCM);  Piping Plover - 2 adults with 3 chicks at Ferry Spit in Launching
on Jul. 8, nest with young at St. Peter’s Lake run on Jul. 11 (NM), 7 adults and 3 chicks at North Rustico sandbar &
Barachois beach on Jul. 13 (NM, CF);  Killdeer - pair at St. Georges on Jun. 19 (JDS), calling at West Royalty by
Staples on Jun. 21 (JDM), 5 at Tea Hill on Jul. 11 (FdB), 3 at North Rustico sandbar & Barachois beach on Jul. 13
(NM, CF), 2 at Borden-Carleton on Jul. 17 (RA), 3 at Carleton Cove on Oct. 2 (RA, SGC, FdB, BCM);  Spotted
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Least Sandpiper at Borden Beach 
Sept. 9 2016 

Photo by Ron Arvidson

Sandpiper - 2 at Indian Spit Light bar on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV);  Solitary Sandpiper - 1 at Stewart’s Pond at
Crapaud on Sept. 21 (RA);  Greater Yellowlegs - 2 at South Lake on Jul. 12 (NM, CF), 3 at Pisquid River WMA, 3
at Savage Harbour, 7 at Souris sand flats, and 1 at East Lake on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 5 at Nine Mile Creek wharf on
Aug. 2 (JDM, WFB), 3 at Lock Shore Road at Malpeque Bay on Aug. 22 (DMa), 1 at Indian Spit Light bar and 2 at
MacCallum’s Point near Holman’s Island bars on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV), 1 at Stewart’s Pond at Crapaud on Sept.
15 (RA);  Willet - 10 flew into the PEINP from northwest marking the arrival of the first fall migrants on Jun. 25
(DCS), 3 at South Lake on Jul. 12 (NM, CF), 1 at Pigot’s Trail on Jul. 21 (WFB, JDM), 1 at Pisquid River WMA, 1
at Savage Harbour, and 1 at Little Harbour beach  on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 1 at Indian Spit Light bar and 5 at
MacCallum’s Point near Holman’s Island bars on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV);  Lesser Yellowlegs - 5 at Tea Hill on Jul.
11 (FdB), 1 at South Lake on Jul. 12 (NM, CF), 1 at Pisquid River WMA and 1 at East Lake on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz),
2 at Wharf Road off Rte 12 on Jul. 31 (WFB, EM), 1 at Nine Mile Creek wharf on Aug. 2 (JDM, WFB); 
Yellowlegs - 22 at Borden-Carleton on Jul. 17 (RA);  Whimbrel - 10 arrived at Covehead from west north west on
Jun. 25 (DCS), 3 at Ferry Spit in Launching on Jul. 8 (NM, CF), 1 at South Lake & 1 at East Lake on Jul. 12 (NM,
CF), 35 at Little Harbour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz); Hudsonian Godwit - 1 at Covehead on Jul. 20 & first week of
Aug. (DCS);  Ruddy Turnstone - ~9 at Indian Spit Light bar, 16 at MacCallum’s Point, and 1 on shore of
Holman’s Island on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV), 5 at Campbell’s Cove on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM), 11 at Carleton Cove on
Oct. 2 (RA, SGC, FdB, BCM); Red Knot - present at Covehead sandbars on Aug. 12 (DCS), 12 at Indian Spit
Light bar and 10 at MacCallum’s Point near Holman’s Island bars on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV), 4 at Red Head
Harbour sand during Island Nature Trust shorebird clinic on Aug.
28 (DO during shorebird clinic with Island Nature Trust for 35
people), ~25 at Tracadie Bay on Sept. 6 (DMur);  Stilt Sandpiper
- 1 at mud flats north of Brackley Bay on Aug. 7 (DCS); 
Sanderling - 6 at Tracadie Bay on Jul. 31 (FdB, GS),  at PEINP
first week of Aug. (DCS), 8 at Campbell’s Cove on Sept. 5 (WFB,
JDM), 120 at Carleton Cove on Oct. 2 (RA, SGC, FdB, BCM); 
Dunlin - 1 at Tracadie Bay on Jul. 31 (FdB, GS),  at PEINP first
week of Aug. (DCS), 100 at Carleton Cove on Oct. 2 (RA, SGC,
FdB, BCM);  Baird’s Sandpiper - at PEINP first week of Aug.
(DCS);  Least Sandpiper - 1 at Tea Hill on Jul. 11 (FdB), 2 at
East Lake on Jul. 12 (NM, CF), 1 at Borden-Carleton on Jul. 17
(RA), 10+ at Tracadie Bay on Jul. 31 (FdB, GS), 1 at Indian Spit
Light bar and 1 at MacCallum’s Point near Holman’s Island bars
on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV), 2 at Campbell’s Cove on Sept. 5
(WFB, JDM); White-rumped Sandpiper - 7 at Savage Harbour
on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), at PEINP first week of Aug. (DCS), 8 at
MacCallum’s Point near Holman’s Island bars on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV), 1 at Campbell’s Cove on Sept. 5 (WFB,
JDM);  Pectoral Sandpiper - 1 at Sheep Pond on Sept. 24 (RC, JDM), 3 at Carleton Cove on Oct. 2 (RA, SGC,
FdB, BCM);  Semipalmated Sandpiper - 2 at East Lake on Jul. 12 (NM, CF), 10+ at Tracadie Bay on Jul. 31
(FdB, GS), 70 at Lock Shore Road at Malpeque Bay on Aug. 22 (DMa), 34 at MacCallum’s Point near Holman’s
Island bars on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV), 3 at Campbell’s Cove on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM), 50 at Carleton Cove on Oct.
2 (RA, SGC, FdB, BCM);  Short-billed Dowitcher - ~15 at Ferry Spit in Launching on Jul. 8 (NM, CF), 10 at
South Lake on Jul. 12 (NM, CF), 4 at Savage Harbour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz);  Long-billed Dowitcher - 1 at
Brackley marshes on Aug. 12 (DCS);  Wilson’s Phalarope - 1 at Borden Lagoons on Aug. 15 (G&SF);  Pomarine
Jaeger - 2 at East Point on Sept. 24 (RC, JDM);  Parasitic Jaeger - 2 at East Point on Sept. 24 (RC, JDM);  Black-
legged Kittiwake - 1 at East Point on Sept. 24 (JDM);  Bonaparte's Gull - 2 at Borden-Carleton on Jul. 17 (RA), 3
at East Point, 40 at Souris, and 80 at Little Harbour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 11 at West River Causeway on Aug. 2
(WFB, JDM), ~15 at Indian Spit Light sand bar near Holman’s Island on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV), 15 at Campbell’s
Cove on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM);  Little Gull - at Borden Lagoons on Aug. 15 (G&SF);  Ring-billed Gull - 100 at
Canoe Cove Park and 89 at Victoria field on Aug. 2 (JDM, WFB), ~25 feeding aerially at Savage Harbour beach on
Aug. 22 (BJM), several hundred in freshly harvested potato field at Norboro on Sept. 27 (JDM);  Herring Gull - 30
at Point Prim field  on Jul. 8 (JDM, MMcA), 20 at Savage Harbour and 70 at Little Harbour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz),
>2,000 in freshly harvested potato field at Norboro on Sept. 27 (JDM);  Lesser Black-backed Gull - 1 at Red Head
Harbour on Sept. 24 (RC, JDM);  Great Black-backed Gull - 8 at Savage Harbour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 35 at
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North Lake on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM);  Caspian Tern - 1 flying off shore at Savage Harbour on Jun. 30 (JDM), 2 at
Indian Spit Light sand bar and 3 on Holman’s Island shore on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV), 1 at East Point on Sept. 5
(WFB, JDM);  Common Tern - those nesting on the Hillsborough Bridge pier disappeared on ~Jun. 11 (DO,
JDM), 2 at Borden-Carleton on Jul. 17 (RA), 6 at Wood Islands & 1 at Murray Head on Jul. 8 (JDM, MMcA) 2 at
Savage harbour and 20 at Little Harbour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 2 at Indian Spit Light sand bar near Holman’s
Island on Aug. 20 (DO, NM, JV), 25 at East Point on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM);  Black Guillemot - 2 at East Point on
Sept. 24 (RC, JDM);   Mourning Dove - regularly at Riverview Estates in Charlottetown in summer (WFB, EM); 
Black-billed Cuckoo - 1 singing at Dromore on Sept. 24 (JDM, RC);  Great Horned Owl - 1 at Village Green on
Confederation Trail on Aug. 1 (RT),  1 on Dixon Road on Sept. 13 (BV in Birding on PEI), being heard
periodically at Stanhope near Long Pond woodlands in Sept. (BH);  Snowy Owl - 1 photographed at North Rustico
on Jun. 16-18 (CH, HB,Via NM, DO);  Barred Owl - 1 at Brookvale Nordic Ski Park on Aug. 6 (DD), 1 at
Clearview Estates on Sept. 7 (DMu), 1 on Dixon Road on Sept. 13 (BV in Birding on PEI), being heard periodically
at Stanhope near Long Pond woodlands in Sept. (BH);  Northern Saw-whet Owl - being heard periodically at
Stanhope near Long Pond woodlands in Sept. (BH);  Common Nighthawk - pair at St. Georges on Jul. 20 (JDS); 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird - RT and AW reported fewer hummingbirds at Stratford and Bunbury in early
summer, 1 to 6 present at Savage harbour feeders in Jul. & Aug. (BJM, JDM), last one seen at Savage Harbour on
Sept. 12 (BJM), one seen at hanging basket flowers at Clearview Estates on Sept. 14 (DMu);   Belted Kingfisher -
1 at Hillsborough River at Stratford on Jul. 15 (AW), 1 at Borden-Carleton on Jul. 17 (RA), 1 at Basin Head and 5
at MacVane’s Creek ponds on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 1 fishing off shore at Savage Harbour on Jul. 23-4 & Aug.
(JDM), 3 at Hyde Park Pond on Aug. 2 (WFB, JDM), 1 at Marie River on Sept. 8 (WFB, EM), 1 at Crapaud on
Sept. 8 (DD); Yellow-bellied Sapsucker - 1 at Crapaud on Jun. 29 (DD), female with all black crown from May 19
to early Jul. at New Dominion (LPo via LD), feeding at Mountain Ash boring holes on Jul. 1 (JDM);  Downy
Woodpecker - daily at Reeve’s Estates during summer (DO), regularly at Donagh feeder in summer (JDM); Hairy
Woodpecker - daily at Reeve’s Estates during summer (DO);  Northern Flicker - several in southeastern PEI in
Aug. (WFB, EM), 1 at Black Pond on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM), relatively few being seen roadside this year;  Pileated
Woodpecker - 1 at Tea Hill on Jul. 30 (FdB), 1 heard and 2 seen at Stanhope between Jul. 29 - Aug. 3 (KMa, CM),
1 seen at Bubbling Springs Trail on Aug. 30 (LP);  American Kestrel - RT and GS reported seeing fewer kestrels
in early summer, 1 at Greenwich on Jul. 11 (SB), 1 at Fullerton’s Creek, 1 at Priest Pond, 1 at Campbell’s Cove, 1
at North Lake, and 1 at East Point  on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 1 at Donagh on Aug. 5, & 25-6 and 1 at Johnston’s River
on Aug. 24 and several more times up to Sept. 23 (JDM), 1 at St. Peter’s and 1 at Campbell’s Cove on Sept. 5
(WFB, JDM), 1 at St. Peters on Sept. 8 (WFB, EM), 1 at Watervale on Sept. 20 (JDM);  Merlin - 1 at Johnston’s
River on Aug. 22 (JDM), 2 swooping at each other at Cable Head on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM);  Peregrine Falcon - 1
in a swoop at Savage Harbour near shore on Aug. 5 (JDM), 1 at Borden Lagoons on Sept. 3 (G&SF);  Alder
Flycatcher - 1 at Pisquid River on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz);  Least Flycatcher - 1 at St. Georges on Jun. 17 (JDS); 
Eastern Phoebe - 1 singing at Blooming Point on Jul. 1 (DO);  Eastern Kingbird - 2 at Pigot’s Trail on Jul. 21
(WFB, JDM) and 1 on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 2 at Hyde Park Pond on Aug. 2 (WFB, JDM);  Blue-headed Vireo - 1 at
St. Georges on Jun. 16 (JDS);  Warbling Vireo - 1 at St. Georges on Jun. 12 (JDS);  Red-eyed Vireo - 1 at Pigot’s
Trail on Jul. 21 (WFB, JDM);  Gray Jay - 1 at St. Georges on Jun. 29, Jul. 3, 6, and 17 (JDS);  Blue Jay - 100s in
aerial maneuvers at East Point on Sept. 24 (RC, JDM); American Crow - ~40 during eastern PEI tour on Jul. 27
(JDM, JCz), leucistic crow at Harrington in Aug. (HM), 200+ in harvested grain field on Rte. 2 at Pleasant Valley
on Sept, 12 (JDM);  Common Raven - 1 during eastern PEI tour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz);  Tree Swallow - 12 at
Borden-Carleton on Jul. 17 (RA);  Bank Swallow - 10+ at Wood Islands colony on Jul. 8 (JDM, MMcA), a few at
North Lake and ~30 at East Point on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz);  Barn Swallow - 2 at York Point Road on Jun. 17 (DO,
JDM), 4 at Donagh and 2 at Glenfinnan on Jul. 21 (WFB, JDM), 2 at Glenfinnan, 4 at Donagh, and ~20 at North
Lake on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 5 at Johnston’s River on Aug. 5 (JDM);  Black-capped Chickadee - 1 during eastern
PEI tour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 5 at Donagh feeders in Aug. (JDM), leucistic individual photographed at Priest
Pond in Sept. (LK via Birding on PEI);  Boreal Chickadee - 2 at East Lake woodland on Sept. 24 (JDM, RC); 
Red-breasted Nuthatch - 2 at Donagh feeders in Aug. & Sept. (JDM);  Hermit Thrush - 2 at Glenfinnan South 
on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), singing at Brookvale Nordic and Demo Woodlot throughout June & July (DD);   American
Robin - 1 young fledged from Union Road Confederation Trail shelter nest on Jun. 28 (JtR), ~40 during eastern
PEI tour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), very few being seen in late Aug and Sept. (JDM), 1 at Cable Head on Sept. 5
(WFB, JDM), 4 at Traveller’s Rest and none seen during two return drives from Donagh to Traveller’s Rest on Oct.
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Male Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Winsloe South
Photo by Don Jardine

1 (JDM), very few being seen in mid-Aug. through Sept. during travels between Summerside and East Point (WFB,
JDM);  Northern Mockingbird - 1 at Stanhope on Aug. 4 (KMa);  European Starling - small flocks (20 to 30
birds) of juvenile starlings at multiple locations during kestrel nest box checks on Jun. 17-8 (JDM, DO, JeRo, NM); 
American Pipit - 1 calling at Lower Freetown on Oct. 1 (DO)  Cedar Waxwing - waxwings gorged on haskap
crop at Rollo Bay weekend on Jul. 13 (SD), 2 plucking grass and carrying it for nesting building and later
dismantling a robin’s nest for building material at Stratford on Jul. 17 (FRC), 3 with 1 feeding young at Glenfinnan
South and eating pin cherry berries at Savage Harbour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 1 at Riverview Estates on Jul. 30
(WFB, EM), 1 at Greenwich on Sept. 5 (WFB, JDM);  Black-and-white Warbler - 1 at MacVane’s Creek on Jul.
27 (JDM, JCz), 1 on walkway on Sept. 7 (JDM);   Common Yellowthroat - 2 at Borden-Carleton on Jul. 17 (RA); 
Northern Parula - 1 at Glenfinnan South on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz);  Magnolia Warbler - 1 at MacVane’s Creek on
Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz);  Bay-breasted Warbler - 1 at MacVane’s Creek on Sept. 24 (RC);  Yellow Warbler - 5 at
Borden-Carleton on Jul. 17 (RA), 10 during eastern PEI trip on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 1 at Lakeville on Sept. 5 (WFB,
JDM);  Chestnut-sided Warbler - 1 at St. Georges on Jun. 12 & 23 (JDS);  Palm Warbler - 1 at St. Georges on
Jun. 24 (JDS); Pine Warbler - 1 MacVane’s Creek on Sept. 24 (JDM);  Black-throated Green Warbler - 1 at

Donagh and 1 at MacVane’s Creek on Jul. 27 (JDM,
JCz);  Chipping Sparrow - 1 at Bothwell on Sept. 24
(RC, JDM);  Savannah Sparrow - 4 at Travellers Rest
on Oct. 1 (JDM); Nelson’s Sparrow - 4 at Borden-
Carleton on Jul. 17 (RA), 2 at Savage Harbour  on Jul.
27 (JDM, JCz);  Song Sparrow - 8 at Borden-Carleton
on Jul. 17 (RA), 40+ during eastern PEI tour on Jul. 27
(JDM, JCz), 8 at Travellers Rest in grass and dying
potato tops on Oct. 1 (JDM);  Swamp Sparrow - 2 at
Little Harbour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz); White-throated
Sparrow - 2 at Glenfinnan South on Jul. 27 (JDM,
JCz) ;  Dark-eyed Junco - 1 nesting under a basketball
hoop stand base at New Dominion on Jul. 9 (LPo via
LD), 1 during eastern PEI field trip on Jul. 27 (JDM,
JCz);  Northern Cardinal - female at Cardigan Head
on May 13 (MSh via DO); Rose-breasted Grosbeak -
up to 3 in Jul. at Winsloe South feeders (DEJ);  Red-

winged Blackbird - 4 at Borden-Carleton on Jul. 17 (RA), 10 at Little Harbour on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 20+ at Hyde
Park Pond on Aug. 2 (WFB, JDM);  Common Grackle -2 at Borden-Carleton on Jul. 17 (RA), 2 at Little Harbour
on Jul. 27 (JDM, JCz), 20+ at Hyde Park Pond on Aug. 2 (WFB, JDM), mixed flock of 50 with redwings at
Harrington on Aug. 26 (JDM), 2 at Riverview Estates in Sept. 5 (WFB); Purple Finch - 5 dead Purple Finch found
in 24 hours at St. Peters on June 28-9 (AR via MH), periodically 2 to 5 at Donagh feeders in mid Jun. to mid Aug.
(JDM), up to 6 in Jul. at Winsloe South feeders (DEJ), 1 male at Donagh feeders on Aug. 31 (JDM), 1 using a bird
bath at Stratford on Sept. 24 (PA);  Pine Siskin - 7 at East Point on Sept. 24 (JDM, RC); American Goldfinch -
regularly at Riverview Estates in Charlottetown in Aug. & Sept. (WFB, EM);  House Sparrow - seen sporadically
in Charlottetown during the summer (JDM).

Older Reports/Corrections:    Glossy Ibis reported in Issue 219 for late May in Georgetown was ~May 13. 
Semipalmated Plover - 1 at Covehead on May 22 (DCS);  Yellow-billed Cuckoo - 1 found dead at Linkletter on
Nov. 12, 2011 (RGA);  Philadelphia Vireo - singing regularly at Stanhope near park entrance May 25 - Jun. 12
(DCS).  Brant shot with Canada Geese at Earnscliffe-China Point in Nov. 2015 and mounted (WJM).

Editor’s Note: There were significant changes made in the 2016 American Ornithologists Union Checklist. 
Until a new Field Checklist of Birds of Prince Edward Island, the Island Naturalist will use the order in the 8th

edition released in 2014.

Thanks to the following contributors who provided records for this listing, namely: PA - Philip Andrew; RA - Ron
Arvidson; RGA - Ron Arsenault; HB - Hailey Blacquiere; JBl - Jean Blanchard; PB - Paul Bent; SB - Steve Burke;
VB - Vanessa Bonnyman; WFB - Bill Bowerbank; ACh - Arnold Chappell; BCo - Brenda Cobb; FRC - Rosemary
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This new groundbreaking book was recently launched by
Island Studies Press and McGill-Queens University Press!

See the article on page 4 and join in the Open Pages
celebration at Robertson Library at UPEI Second Floor
Lounge on Wednesday, October 12th from 7 to 8:30 PM

American Coot at Noonan’s Marsh during Neil
Bennett Autumn Classic Bird Count Fundraiser

Sept. 24, 2016
Photo by Ron Arvidson

Curley; RC- Ray Cooke; SGC - Sharon Clark; FdB - Fiep de Bie; DD - Daphne Davey; LD - Lois Doan; CF -
Chelsey Folsom; G&SF - Greg & Sandra Feetham; CEG - Chuck Gallison; LG - Lynn Grant; MRG - Marlene
Guignion; RG - Roger Giddings; TG - Terry Gauthier; BH - Ben Hoteling; CH - Carolyn Hambly; DH - Dr. Dan
Hurnik; JWH - Jake Harding; MH - Megan Harris; RWH - Robert Harding; WGH  - Bill Hartford; RH - Rick
Hawkins;  DEJ - Don Jardine; JK - John Klymko; LK - Lois Kilburn; BCM - Bonnie McOrmond; BJM - Brian
McAskill; CM - Clare Martin; DMa - Donna Martin; DMur - Dale Murchison; DMu - Doug Murray; EM - Evelyn
Martin; HM - Holly MacEachern; JDM - Dan McAskill; JGM - Gerald MacDonald (formerly listed as GM);
GMacD - Genevieve MacDonald; JMacD - Judy MacDonald; KMa - Kathy Martin; KEM - Kate MacQuarrie; KMi
- Keila Miller; MMcA - Monika McAulay; NM - Nicole Murtagh; LP - Leah Pollard; WJM - Wade MacKinnon;
DO - Dwaine Oakley; BP - Brenda Penak; LP - Luke Peters; LPo - Leah Pollard; AR - Andy Ryan; JR - John Read
Jr.;  JeRo - Jennifer Roma;  JtR - John te Raa; DC&ES - David & Elaine Seeler; GS - Gary Schneider; JDS - John
D. Somers; JSC - Jacques St. Cyr; MSh - Matt Sheidow; SCS - Scott Sinclair; RT - Reg Thompson; BV - Barbara
Vantslot; JV - Julie Vasseur; AW - Anne Wootton; GW - Geoff Wood; JW - Jackie Waddell; JWa - Jean Watts; LY
- Lorne Yeo.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CALENDAR:
Note:  All Society presentations and field trips are open to the public.   

Society meetings start at 7:30 PM at  Beaconsfield, the Carriage House, corner of West and Kent Street,
Charlottetown.  YN = young naturalists encouraged to attend or participate

Oct 4th - Nature PEI Field Trip on Lichens led by Frances Anderson.  Meet at the Indigo Parking lot in
Charlottetown at 1:30 PM to car pool to the Brookvale Demonstration Woodlot, or join the 1.5 -2 hour
walk at 2:00 PM at the Demonstration Woodlot opposite the Brookvale Ski Park. Dress appropriately for
an easy trail with possible wet foliage and trail. 

Oct 4th - The Fascinating Micro-world of Lichens - How to Get to Know Them.  Frances Anderson will be the
guest speaker for the Society’s meeting which starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of
West and Kent, Charlottetown. YN

Oct. 8th - Pitcher Plant Hunting at MacKinnon’s Bog. This is an Island Nature Trust field trip that will start at
9:00 AM and run about 2 hours.  The rain date is Oct. 9th.  Please contact the Trust at 902-892-7513 or
email admin@islandnaturetrust.ca for more information.

Oct. 12th - Time and a Place: An Environmental History of Prince Edward Island.  There will be a celebration of
this groundbreaking book at the UPEI’s Robertson Library Second Floor Lounge at 7:00 to 8:30 pm. 

Oct. 22nd - Walk the Tidal Flats and Explore the St. Peter’s Island Natural Area.  This is an Island Nature
Trust field trip that will start at 8:00 AM (sharp) and run about 3 hours.  The rain date is Oct. 23rd.  Please
contact the Trust at 902-892-7513 or email admin@islandnaturetrust.ca for more information.

Oct. 25 to 27th  - The Autumn Atlantic Society of Fish and Wildlife Biologists Meeting is being held in
Summerside at the Quality Inn Garden of the Gulf.  For more information, contact the ASFWB’s website. 

Oct. 29th - Paddling the Percival River Salt Marsh Natural Area.  This is an Island Nature Trust field trip that
will start at 11:00 AM and run about 3 hours.  Bring your canoe or kayak, paddles, life jacket, binoculars,
hat, and other appropriate gear.  The rain date is Oct. 30th .  Please contact the Trust at 902-892-7513 or
email admin@islandnaturetrust.ca for more information.

Nov. 1st  - Urban forestry, what's happening in Charlottetown?  Beth Hoar will be the guest speaker for the
Society’s meeting which starts at 7:30 PM.  NOTE - DUE TO RENOVATIONS, this month’s meeting
site will be held at Stratford Town Hall’s Southport Room.

Nov 4th-5th - Woodland Ecology: an Introduction to Forest Stewardship course at MacPhail Woods.  Cost:
$100.  For more information, contact Macphail Woods.

Dec. 6th  - Impacts of Lead on Wildlife and the Environment.  Helene Von Donnick will be the guest speaker for
the Society’s meeting which starts at 7:30 PM.  Please check location on the Nature PEI website as
renovations to Beaconsfield’s Carriage House may not be completed in time for this meeting.  If required,
the alternate location will be the Farm Centre on University Avenue. YN

Dec. 14th to Jan. 5th - The Audubon Christmas Bird Counts.  These are held annually across Canada, United
States, Latin America and the Caribbean.  Nature PEI hosts four of these 24 km diameter count circles:
Dec. 17th (Saturday) - The East Point Christmas Bird Count.  Please contact Dwaine Oakley at 393-

6223 or dwaine.oakley@gmail.com for details and to register.  The date may change in the advent
of severe weather so please contact your coordinator.

Dec. 18th (Sunday) - The Prince Edward Island National Park Christmas Bird Count - Please contact
Dan McAskill at 569-4351 or E-mail at jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca for information or to register.
  The date may change  in the advent of severe weather so please contact your coordinator.

Dec. 27th  (Tuesday) -  The Hillsborough Christmas Bird Count.  There will be a pot-luck after the event
for participants at 6 PM.  Please contact Dan McAskill at 569-4351 or E-mail at
jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca for information or to register.  The date may change in the advent of
severe weather so please contact your coordinator. 

Dec. 31 (Saturday) - The Montague Christmas Bird Count.  Please contact Scott Sinclair via E-mail at
scsinclair@pei.sympatico.ca for information or to register.  The date may change in the advent of
severe weather so please contact your coordinator.

Jan. 3rd  - Prince Edward Island gone wild: photography by Sean Landsman  Sean Landsman will be the guest
speaker for the Society’s Annual meeting which starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner
of West and Kent, Charlottetown. YN
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