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NATURE PEI - NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLANDP.O. BOX 2346,
CHARLOTTETOWN, P.E.I. C1A 8C1

Meetings are held of the first Tuesday of the month from October to June at 7:30 p.m. at Beaconsfield’s Carriage
House, corner of West and Kent Street in Charlottetown.  Each meeting commences with a brief business
meeting followed by a nutrition break and our guest speaker.  Members and non-members are welcome.  

Membership is open to anyone interested in the natural history of Prince Edward Island.  Membership is available
at any meeting or by contacting the Treasurer at P.O. Box 2346, Charlottetown PE C1A 8C1.  Annual membership
is $20 and renewals are due in January.  Multi-year renewals are $20 per year for which you wish to renew. 
Membership expiry dates are shown in the top right hand corner of the mailing label or by a notice provided to
those receiving electronic newsletters.

The Society is directed by a volunteer Executive elected from its members.
2016 Executive:

President ....................................................Rosemary Curley, Stratford 902-569-1209 rcurleypei@eastlink.ca 
Vice-President  .........................Gerald MacDougall, Charlottetown 902-368-8092 eagle.dynasty@gmail.com
Past President ............................... ...............Ian Scott, Charlottetown 902-892-5796 scotts@pei.sympatico.ca
Secretary ..........................................Robert Harding, Summerville 902-838-2699 rharding@pei.sympatico.ca
Treasurer ....................................................Don Jardine, Winsloe South 902-368-2549 dejardine@eastlink.ca
Director-  Program & Publicity .....................Diane Griffin, Stratford 902-569-2343 dianegriffin@eastlink.ca
Director - Field Trips .....................................Julie Vasseur, Charlottetown 902-940-1310  jlvssr@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor....................................Dan McAskill, Donagh 902-569-4351 jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca 

NEWSLETTERS are normally published quarterly and are available in Acrobat Reader colour format via E-mail
or in black & white hard copy delivered by mail.  Hard copies are printed on recycled paper.  Articles, notes,
reports, drawings, bird sightings, plant records, pictures, etc. are welcomed from members and non-members.  If
you have seen anything unusual, please share it with us.  It is important to have your nature observations recorded
so that others may learn from them.  All contributions should be sent by mail to Dan McAskill, Newsletter Editor,
Nature PEI (NHSPEI), 368 Brazel Road, Donagh, P.E.I. C1B 0T9 or via E-mail to jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca 
The next deadline for articles, sightings, or other newsletter information is March 10th, 2016.

Illustrations/Pictures:  The Society extends its thanks to Peter Boudreau, John Boylan, Canadian Wildlife Service,
Daphne Davey, Fiep de Bie, Billy Dockendorff; Robert Harding, Ron MacKay, Clare Martin, Dan McAskill, Dale
Murchison, Doug Murray, Jim Sutton, John te Raa, Reg Thompson, and Harry Yeo for the use of their photographs.

Reprinting:  Editors of other newsletters and teachers wishing to copy classroom materials are welcome to reprint
articles from the Island Naturalist (except when copyrighted).  Due acknowledgment must be provided to the Island
Naturalist, the author and illustrator.
Web page:  www.NaturePEI.ca  Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/NaturePEI 
Nature PEI gratefully acknowledges support from the Department of Education, Early Learning and Culture which
enables distribution of newsletters to schools and libraries desiring it.  The Society has representation on the board
of the Island Nature Trust.  The Society is a registered charity and a non-profit organization (Part 2, PEI Companies
Act).  Tax receipts are issued for donations to the Society and these funds are used to further the work of the
Society.

Cover Illustration:  
On October 1st, an 870 pound (395 kg) Leatherback Turtle was found dead offshore of Brae by an oyster

fisher.  This species can reach a weight of 700 kg and a total length of 2.2 m.  It is the largest of the sea turtles with
a range that includes all the oceans except the Arctic and Antarctic and includes the Gulf of St. Lawrence.  Females
lay their eggs every two to four years and will lay up to nine clutches in a breeding year.  The closest nesting beach
to PEI is in Florida.  Thanks to Peter Boudreau for the cover photo.  
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Orb weaver spider at Summerville
Nov 15 2016 

Photo by Robert Harding

NATURE PEI NEWS: By Dan McAskill

The Society’s Wildlife Conservation Fund report for its “General
Status of Species- Citizen Science Fills the Gaps” was recently submitted
to the Wildlife Conservation Fund Committee.  This report follows up on
the analysis of the 3,200 specimens that were left over from last year’s
study.  The report cites the value of this project as “To understand wildlife,
we must first know what we have. This project and an Ontario study
expanded the PEI spider list to 197 species from an original 38. It
contributes to the General Status of Wildlife in Canada, a program all
Canadian jurisdictions support in order to learn more about all wildlife
species. A species list will be placed on the Atlantic Canada Conservation
Data Center web site. A paper is being prepared for publication and is
progressing well. As biodiversity author E.O Wilson says “How can we
understand the deep principles of sustainability of a forest or a river if we
still do not know even the identity of most of the insects, nematodes and
other small animals that run the finely tuned engines of the energy and
materials cycles?”  The spider list will be consulted by working biologists
in future and is already proving useful. Caleb Harding, the student who
participated in this project, is furthering his UPEI studies using DNA bar
coding to identify juvenile or damaged spider specimens which will likely
increase the PEI spider list even more.  Many Islanders in 2016 were
intrigued with publicized results, and Kyle Knysh’s much appreciated
presentation to the Atlantic Society of Fish and Wildlife Biologists
encouraged other biologists to value spiders as wildlife.”   One of the significant findings is that 9.7% of the adult
spiders that could be identified were exotic spiders.

On October 17th 2016, The PEI National Park’s Draft Management Plan was released for public comment
and public consultations were announced for October 24th to 26th and online comments were opened. Before this
document was released, Nature PEI had provided comments on a draft preliminary document which included a
vision statement and goals.  On November 17th, Rosemary Curley and Dan McAskill represented Nature PEI at a
consultation forum with Parks Canada staff respecting the draft management plan.  Nature PEI noted the need to
modify the vision to better emphasize Parks Canada environmental mandate and provided a variety of
recommendations respecting the wording of action statements that will guide this 10 year plan.

On November 24th, representatives of Nature PEI met with a number of individuals interested in pursuing
the vision of a Prince Edward Island Museum of Human and Natural History.  The Society’s draft letter was
approved at the Board and submitted to Premier Wade MacLauchlan on December 8th, 2016. 

So that it can better enable citizen science project funding opportunities, Gerald MacDougall sought out
prizes for a raffle including a spotting telescope and small tripod.  The lottery license was obtained and prizes were
consolidated for the raffle tickets to be prepared.  The tickets are being sold in booklets of 12 with an individual
ticket price of $2 or 3 for $5.  Ticket sales commenced at the December 6th Nature PEI meeting and will continue
until the draw which is scheduled for February 7th, 2017.

In addition to these aspects, the Society is working on a WCF snail citizen science initiative for 2017, a
BioBlitz project partnership with the Canadian Wildlife Federation, digitization of the Society’s Margaret Mallett
Slide Collection, a tag line for the Society’s letterhead, a Christmas Bird Count 4 Kids initiative, Board
nominations for the 2017 year and other initiatives.
  

GUIGNION - MACQUARRIE GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP INAUGURAL AWARD: 

Studies that lead to the conservation of our wildlife in PEI and initiatives that reward the efforts of
exemplary contributors to the Island are everybody’s business.  Thus, a named scholarship based on the interest
from fund-raised donations provides a perpetual endowment towards wildlife conservation on the Island and adds
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to our wildlife knowledge base.  These two ideas formed the basis for the creation of this scholarship which is
named in honour of two retired biology professors, Ian MacQuarrie and Daryl Guignion, who were instrumental in
bringing environmental studies to the university and in influencing many students to go on to careers in wildlife
management and protection of natural areas.  They raised public consciousness and taught courses which instilled a
conservation ethic and increased our knowledge on Island wildlife.  Thus, The Daryl Guignion and Ian
MacQuarrie Graduate Scholarship in Science was created in October, 2013 to support a first year Master of
Science student who will conduct research focused on ecology and wildlife at the University of Prince Edward
Island.  Awards from this scholarship are based on the interest from the donations received.  A fund raising team of
Diane Griffin, Rosemary Curley, Dan McAskill and Father Charlie Cheverie initiated the $60,000 campaign which
sought the support of past students, colleagues, friends and family to honour their work.  By the summer of 2015,
$28,721 had been raised or pledged which was sufficient to make an 2016-7 inaugural award of the Guignion-
MacQuarrie Graduate Scholarship of $1,200. 

The scholarship was announced in the 2016-17 calendar and there were two applications submitted.  These
were reviewed by the UPEI’s Scholarship Committee and Ms. Rosemarie Dale, a Masters of Science (Biology)
student in the environmental science stream at UPEI was selected as the inaugural winner of The Daryl Guignion
and Ian MacQuarrie Graduate Scholarship in Science.  Her “masters project involves examining the environmental
and economic impact of the insect Brassicogethes viridescens (commonly known as the pollen beetle) has on its
host species canola (Brassica napa). This beetle is an invasive species originally from Europe (specifically a
problem in the UK and different areas in France and some of the Scandinavian countries) and has successfully
established itself in Quebec and PEI. It is assumed the other Maritime provinces also have this beetle but no one is
currently working on it to confirm. The problem this insect causes involves the beetle eating the pollen the plant
produces. The beetle borrows into the buds of canola and lays its eggs. When they hatch, the larvae eat the pollen in
the bud and surrounding buds. As the larvae grow they continue to eat pollen, as do any remaining adults. This
decreases the amount of pollen available for pollination and results in lower than expected yield and poorer quality
oil from the seeds. During field trials she ran in the summer, Rosemarie worked on developing a laboratory rearing
method that will help to understand the life cycle of this insect. In the winter, she plans to do some genetic analyses
on beetles collected in PEI, Quebec, and the UK to see if the species has adapted (and changed on a genetic level)
since it has immigrated to Canada. Little is known about how the beetle has adapted to the Canadian climate, yet
the biological and economic effect it would have on canola should it move to Western Canada could be enormous.
Her research has the potential to make a significant contribution to establishing effective preventative measures for
this invasive insect.”   Her supervisors are Dr. Christine Noronha, the lead entomological researcher at the
Charlottetown Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada Crop and Livestock Research Centre and Dr. Larry Hale of UPEI
Biology Department. 

The goal for this scholarship still remains to raise a minimum of $60,000 to support a significant annual
Guignion – MacQuarrie Scholarship at UPEI.  Hopefully you will assist us in achieving this goal by making one or
more contributions to this scholarship fund.  Should you wish to donate to the fund and therefore support graduate
student wildlife research and ecology, please make the cheque(s) payable to UPEI, but note on the memo line that it
is for the ‘Guignion – MacQuarrie Scholarship.’  If you prefer, pledges can be made through Kim Roach
(karoach@upei.ca or 894-2888) or online at UPEI noting that it is for the ‘Guignion – MacQuarrie Scholarship.’

ISN’T IT TIME WE HAD BIODIVERSITY COLLECTIONS IN OUR MUSEUM?         By Rosemary Curley

There are many dazzling museums across Canada which I have been fortunate to visit: the Beaty
Biodiversity Museum at the University of British Columbia with its blue whale from Prince Edward Island; the
Beringia Museum in Whitehorse featuring prehistoric creatures; the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre in
Yellowknife; the Royal Tyrrell Museum in the dinosaur lands near Drumheller; the splendid Museum of Man and
Nature in Winnipeg, and the many museums of Ottawa. There I visited the National Gallery of Canada, Canadian
Museum of Nature, and the now less gloriously-named Canadian Museum of History. Also the War Museum. The
Redpath Museum at McGill University, the Louis-Marie Herbarium at Laval University, the New Brunswick
Museum, the Nova Scotia Museum and the facilities at Acadia University and University of New Brunswick top off
my list. Not only did I get to see the displays explaining the relationship of humans with many facets of the natural
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Barnacle Goose Mount by
Danny Clark

Specimen taken near Alberton
PE on Oct 19, 2016

Photo by Dan McAskill

Cladonia lichen at Brookvale, PE
October 4,  2016

Photo by Ron MacKay

world, but at the Beaty, the Museum of Nature, the New Brunswick Museum, and
the Nova Scotia Museum, I had a tour of the collections on which the displays are
built. I also spent a day at the Canadian Museum of History looking at the trays
of archaeological remains from the Island. The EC Smith Herbarium at Acadia
University has many plant specimens from PEI in the collection and I have
dropped in to chat with botanists there and at the Louis-Marie. It is many years
ago that I visited  the Connell Memorial Herbarium at the University of New
Brunswick with its 64, 000 catalogued plants dating from its establishment in
1838. In Prince Edward Island, I have been briefly engaged at the  Fisheries
Museum at Basin Head and at the Low Point archaeological exhibition at the
Acadian Museum in Miscouche ( Passenger Pigeon remains!), but there is no
place in Prince Edward Island that can wow me with the experience I’ve had in
those other museums or collections. And there is never likely to be if we do not
get started with building our natural history collections and looking forward to
how information about nature will be displayed to the public. In other provinces,
children have a chance to visit nature displays but similar educational
opportunities in this province are lacking. Even without displays, collections

really further our understanding of Island biodiversity. It is a conservation issue that we know so little about our
wildlife and it is the job of a museum to provide that knowledge. 

When the Prince Edward Island Museum and Heritage Foundation was formed in 1970, its first Director,
Catherine Hennessey, was quoted as saying, “We were trying to make up for a hundred years of nothing.” What an
apt thing to say! When it comes to representing how people interacted in the past and currently with our highly
modified biodiversity,  we are approaching 150 years of “nothing”.  I long for the chance to brag about the Prince
Edward Island Museum!  Isn’t it time we had biodiversity collections in our Museum? 

NATURE PEI FIELD TRIP – LICHENS:            By Robert W. Harding

The October 4, 2016 field trip organized by Nature PEI had near perfect conditions – ideal for a lichen
walk, or for any walk in the woods for that matter.  It was bright and sunny at the Brookvale Demonstration
Woodlot that afternoon, when a group of about 15 curious individuals met to learn about lichens.  Leading the
group was Ms. Frances Anderson, a lichen expert from Nova Scotia who would also be the guest speaker at Nature
PEI’s meeting later that evening.  She is also a Research Associate with the Nova Scotia Museum, and recently co-
authored the field guide Common Lichens of Northeastern North
America which is published by the New York Botanical Garden.

At the brief introduction in the parking area, Frances
explained that lichens were a distinct plant group composed of a
unique combination of fungus and algae and that there were
thousands of lichen species – with 326 species known from PEI. 
And, while identification to species sometimes requires microscopic
examination, there were plenty of species that we could identify in
the field.  Frances made sure each participant had a hand lens and
then she led us to the edge of the woods where we were asked to get
up close and personal with the red maples growing there.  With the
hand lenses (and guidance from the lichen expert), participants were
able to discern several lichen species that were growing on the
maple’s bark.

This was followed by a very enlightening walk along the
trails with Anderson pointing out different examples of lichens, answering questions, and sharing pointers.  Lichens
are often grouped according to the substrates where they are found: trees, soil or rocks.  On the lichen walk, we
were fortunate to see examples all three.  It was also interesting to learn that lichens are very sensitive to
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Maritime Sunburst lichen at
Dalvay, PE Oct. 3, 2016
Photo by Robert Harding

PEI Breeding Bird Survey Routes
Canadian Wildlife Service Image

environmental change - especially air pollutants - and are often used as indicators of
changes in air quality.

The stunning fall colours only added to the enjoyment of the walk, and the
nature enthusiasts who were able to participate came away with new knowledge plus
an enhanced appreciation of PEI’s woodland biodiversity.  Ms. Anderson’s Nature
PEI presentation later that evening, The Fascinating Micro-world of Lichens – How
to Get to Know Them was every bit as interesting and informative. 

BIRDERS NEEDED FOR PEI BREEDING BIRD SURVEY (BBS) ROUTES: 
    by Rosemary Curley

The BBS is the most important bird survey in North America and it
results guide many bird conservation programs.

The more BBS Routes we have in Prince Edward island, the better
the data on our birds. Our sample size now is rather low.

There are currently four routes on the Island, but the Alberton route needs a new surveyor.  Once
that is filled it could be possible to add more routes, say in the area of Malpeque Bay, the North Side (east
of St Peters) or in southern Kings and Queens County.

The establishment and design
of any new routes would be left in the
care of Peter Thomas, a Landbird
Biologist at Canadian Wildlife Service
who administers the BBS in Atlantic
Canada.

Volunteers who survey a BBS
route must be well-versed in bird
identification and able to identify bird
songs and the birds that sing them. The
survey is 40 kilometers long and
begins around daylight in June.

If you are interested in taking
on a BBS Route, please contact Peter
at peter.thomas@canada.ca

Here is a link to the CWS BBS web
site: http://www.ec.gc.ca/reom-
mbs/default.asp?lang=En&n=416B57C
A-1

TRICHOMONIASIS IN FINCHES: By Fiep de Bie, with assistance from Dr. Maria
Forzán and Dr. Scott McBurney.

This past summer, I noticed a Purple finch sitting quietly on top of the deck post, next to the feeder. This
was very unusual behaviour for a finch. Usually they’re busy feeding and moving around quickly. My first thought
was, Oh no not trichomoniasis at my feeder! I took the feeders in and didn’t start feeding until the fall. 

Trichomonas gallinae is a protozoan parasite that can cause a disease known as trichomonosis or
trichomoniasis. It is a well-known disease in the UK, where an epidemic affected birds (most frequently Greenfinch
and Chaffinch) throughout much of the country in 2006 and 2007. Later, it spread throughout Europe.  It is
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Trichomoniasis infected Purple Finch
Photo courtesy Fiep de Bie

probable that the original parasitic infection in finches originated from pigeons and doves, which can carry the
parasite but don’t usually become sick.  However, it is likely that the majority of current transmissions are from
finch to finch. The disease first emerged in the Maritime provinces in 2007 and has since caused summer to fall
mortality in regional Purple Finch and American Goldfinch populations (Forzán et al.2010). This year we had the
first confirmed cases from Newfoundland, making the disease present in all Atlantic provinces.  It is notable that
the Atlantic provinces have the closest geographical proximity to the UK and that finch trichomoniasis emerged
immediately after the onset of epidemic mortality in British finches (McBurney et al. 2012). Research revealed that
the genotype found in the parasite affecting Maritime finches is the same as the one that one caused the epidemic in
the UK, but it is uncertain how it was transmitted, as bird migration from Europe is an unlikely route of
introduction of the disease. The movement of captive birds by humans, whether deliberate (e.g. cage and aviary
birds, game birds, zoological collections) or
accidental (e.g. wild bird stowaways or stray racing
pigeons) could have occurred; however, there is no
available evidence to support or refute this
hypothesis further. Therefore it remains a big
unknown as to why the disease emerged after the
epidemic in the UK, an ocean apart.

The disease was in the news a lot this past
summer, as there seem to be more cases than usual.
Around the feeder, sick birds look puffed up and
very lethargic, to the point where they would not
even fly away. Frequently, affected finches are seen
to have matted wet plumage around the face and
beak. The birds' throats are blocked by the
characteristic cankers (nodules or plaques)
composed of dead tissue and inflammatory reaction
to the parasite. The cankers grow so large that they
prevent the bird from swallowing and result in eventual starvation. Diagnosis of trichomoniasis relies on post-
mortem examination and follow-up laboratory testing. The lesions of the disease at post mortem are fairly
characteristic, but microscopic examination of tissues (histology) sometimes along with other tests, are needed to
confirm the presence of the parasite.  

Pathologists at the Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative (CWHC) at the Atlantic Veterinary College have
confirmed trichomoniasis in 20 Purple Finches and 1 American Goldfinch from Prince Edward Island this year.
These birds were collected by wildlife officers in eastern and western P.E.I. who received calls from concerned
bird-watchers. The parasite is spread by birds feeding at the same feeding station and dropping food from their
mouth or drinking water contaminated from an infected bird. Feeding platforms may spread the disease more
quickly because affected birds will drop or regurgitate seeds. Other birds then end up eating the infected food. With
hanging feeders, the food will fall away from the feeder, but it is still possible to spread the disease. Raptors can
also acquire the disease by eating prey that is affected. 

At the Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative, we had a number of “frequently asked questions” about the
disease:

What do I do when there are sick finches at my feeder? 
It is recommended to stop feeding for 2-4 weeks, as feeding stations encourage birds to congregate, thereby

increasing the potential for disease spread between individuals when an outbreak occurs. Water can serve to
promote survival of the organism. Consider leaving bird baths empty until no sick or dead finches are seen (drying
kills the Trichomonas parasite). Discard remaining birdseed into the garbage; wash feeders and bird bath with a
bleach and water solution (one part bleach and nine parts water), (then rinse thoroughly and air dry), to keep the
finches safe. 

When is it safe to start putting the feeders back up? 
The number of outbreaks in our region typically peaks in the late summer to fall. Research done by the
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CWHC suggested that temperature and humidity play a role in the survival of the parasite. Transmission may be
more likely during the summer months as trichomonads have better survival in warmer temperatures.

Is it actually a good idea to feed birds in the summer? 
Opinions are divided on this and we all love to see our birds at the feeders. However, considering the risk

of the spread of a disease such as trichomoniasis or other diseases such as salmonellosis, it is probably better to not
feed birds in the summer. There are also adequate food sources in the natural environment.

Is it there a health threat for humans and pets?
Trichomonas gallinae is a parasite of birds and there is no known health threat to people or to other

mammals such as dogs and cats. But it is recommended to wear rubber gloves when cleaning feeders and avoid
handling sick or dead birds directly. For instance, use disposable gloves or pick the bird up through an inverted
plastic bag.

It is November and feeders are back up and the first finches have arrived! Let’s hope that with the help of
sensible hygiene precautions as a routine measure, the disease won’t be as prevalent as it was earlier this year.

For questions on bird diseases and to report on sick birds at your feeder, call the Canadian Wildlife Health
Cooperative at (902) 628-4314. 

References:
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characterization of Trichomonas gallinae isolates recovered from the Canadian Maritime
provinces’ wild avifauna reveals the presence of the genotype responsible for the European finch
trichomonosis epidemic and additional strains. Parasitology, 2015 Jul; 142(8):1053-62. 

2017 BAILLIE FUND APPLICATIONS OPEN: Adapted from Bird Studies Canada Nov. 14, 2016

Besides being a great citizen science initiative, Bird Studies Canada’s Great Canadian Birdathon allocates a
portion of the money raised to the Baillie Fund to provide grants to individuals or groups for projects that further
BSC’s mission. There are three James L. Baillie Memorial Fund grants programs,  namely, the Regular Grant
which has applications due December 15th, the Small Grant which has applications due January 15th, and the
Student Award for Field Research which has applications due February 15th.  Since 1978, the Baillie Fund has
supported 602 bird research and conservation projects with nearly $740,000 in grants.  Visit the BSC website  for
more information about the Baillie Fund grant programs, past grants, and how to apply for a grant, or contact the
Baillie Fund Secretary at acoughlan@birdscanada.org or 1-866-518-0212. 

NEWS FROM ABOUT:          Compiled by Dan McAskill

As usual, Bird Studies Canada (BSC) has been extremely active in bird conservation this year.  Five articles
were recently co-authored by BSC staff and colleagues or with Bird Studies Canada support using data from Long
Point Bird Observatory, the Latin American Training Program, the Canadian Migration Monitoring Network, and
the Motus Wildlife Tracking System.  These articles cover a spectrum of work from data analysis from citizen
science bird monitoring, some of the science behind White-throated Sparrow migration and the effects of body
composition analysis on stopover behaviour.  These studies can be accessed at BSC’s website at
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Senator Diane Griffin and Dr.
Kathy Martin at 2016 PEI

National Park CBC
Photo by Clare Martin

http://www.birdscanada.org/  Besides this work, BSC is the Canadian Partner for
the Christmas Bird Counts and other international bird monitoring projects as
well as many regional monitoring programs in Canada.  BSC has agreed to serve
as a co-host along with the International Ornithologists’ Union and the Society of
Canadian Ornithologists for the 2018 International Ornithological Conference to
be held in Vancouver in August, 2018. BSC’s scientists are leading three of the
sessions.  BC Program Manager Dr. David Bradley will co-convene a symposium
on “Advances in Biosecurity to Reverse Invasive Alien Species Impacts on
Islands”; BSC’s Migration Programs Manager Stuart Mackenzie will co-convene
“Cooperative Automated Radio Telemetry Systems in veterinary Research”; and
BSC’s Director of National Programs, Jon McCracken, will be a co-convenor and
keynote speaker on “The Role of Citizen Science in State of Bird Reporting and
its Influence on Nature Conservation.”  (Adapted from Bird Studies Canada
Latest News Dec. 8, 2016)

For many on the Island, the appointment of Diane Griffin as the newest
senator representing Prince Edward Island came as great news.  Diane has been a
very committed naturalist who has devoted many thousands of hours of volunteer
work for the conservation of our environment both on the Island and across
Canada.  Congratulations Senator Griffin - this is a very well deserved honor!

On December 7th, Rotary members and guests honoured Dr. Lawson
Drake with the Rotary Club of Charlottetown Royalty’s 2016 Mentor Award.  In addition, the Club enrolled
Lawson as a Paul Harris Fellow of The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International.  Lawson was a superb teacher
and motivator for hundreds of students first in the New Dominion School, then as a Biology Professor at Prince of
Wales College and then as a Biology Professor at the newly formed University of Prince Edward Island where he
became the first Chair of the fledgling Biology Department. In addition to his teaching role, he later served as the
Dean of Science from 1985 to 1992 and served on many committees including serving as PEI’s first representative
to the Science Council of Canada and chair of the Council’s committee to study science education in Canada, He
later represented the Science Council on the Agricultural Council of Canada. He also served for a number of years
on the Atlantic Provinces Inter-universities Committee of the Sciences.  At UPEI, he served as chair of the
transition team that led to the creation of the School of Nursing and was both a strong supporter and mentor to the
Atlantic Veterinary College founding faculty.  In addition to this work related to the University, Lawson has been a
church elder and served his community in other ways as an author, historian and conservationist, Well rounded to
say the least, he has been an avid supporter of genealogy and Scottish folk music. 

The conservation status of the Evening Grosbeak, Prothonotary Warbler, and Pink-footed Shearwater were
assessed at the Autumn 2016 Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) meeting. 
The Evening Grosbeak was recognized as a species of Special Concern due to strong population declines occurring
mainly in central and eastern Canada while the status of the Prothonotary Warbler was confirmed at Endangered
and the Pink-footed Shearwater’s status was downgraded to Endangered from its previous 2004 listing as
Threatened.  In addition to the status of these birds, the Monarch Butterfly in Canada was reassessed and its risk
was elevated from a Species of Special Concern to Endangered. (Adapted from Bird Studies Canada Latest News
Dec. 5, 2016).

Congratulations are extended to Nature Conservancy of Canada and to Julie Vasseur on their receipt of the
Island Nature Trust’s highest award, the Honourable J. Angus MacLean Natural Areas Award.  The award was
made at the Trust’s Annual general Meeting on September, 2016.

WEATHER EVENTS:
On Oct. 10th, the edge of Hurricane Michael and a cold front combined to create a high wind and heavy rain event
in the Maritimes with PEI receiving up to 57 to 75 mm of rain and wind gusts of up to 106 km/hr from the North in
central and eastern PEI and an 122 km/hr at West Point (CBC Radio reports and AES Weather).  Oct 22nd brought
heavy rain to parts of the Island with 31.4 to 36 mm of rain and winds gusting up to 52 km/hr from WNW (JDM). 
The Charlottetown station reported 25.2 mm from Oct. 28 to 30th.  The first snowfall other than a few flurries
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Late flushing Chanterelles
November 20, 2016

Photo by Jim Sutton 

Harlequin beetle (Harmonia axyridis)
swarming at Hardy’s Mill Oct. 6, 2016

Photo by John te Raa

Common Eastern Bumblebees breeding
swarm at Bunbury Oct. 7, 2016

Photo by Reg Thompson

occurred on Nov. 27th with 18 mm of snow, 6.6 mm of rain, and a maximum wind gust of 82 km/hr. There was a
skim of ice covering most of Bouvyer Pond in Bunbury on Dec. 5th and, on Dec. 10th, Glenfinnan Lake and
Wisesner’s Pond in Watervale had white ice covering most of the surface and the Pisquid Wildlife Management
Area was 60%+ froze over although the lower end of the Pisquid River was open (JDM).  On Dec. 11, 50% of
Fullerton’s Marsh below the bridge was froze over with lolly ice and on Dec. 12 it was froze over to the point
(JDM).  14 cm of snow on Dec. 12 and 1.8 cm on Dec. 13 (AES Charlottetown).  Winds at North cape peaked at
107 km/hr on Dec. 16 with snow squalls and white outs on Dec. 15-6 during an Arctic low with -17º C cold front
and a storm surge being driven by 90 km/hr NW to WNW sustained winds in northeastern PEI (CBC Radio, JDM). 
Broken ice covered the Hillsborough River near Charlottetown and Stratford by Dec. 20.  This system brought 13.8
cm of snow (AES Charlottetown).  Another system came in on Dec. 27th and caused the postponement of the
Hillsborough CBC.

ANIMAL AND PLANT SIGHTINGS:       Compiled by J. Dan McAskill

PLANTS: First corn harvest of autumn seen at North Rustico on Sept. 28 and first
soya bean harvesting seen at Fort Augustus on Oct. 4 (JDM).  Orange Peel Fungus
(Aleuria aurantia) and Maritime Sunburst Lichen (Xanthoria parietina) seen at
Dalvay PEINP on Oct. 3 (RWH).  First Butternuts of the season dropped at Donagh
on Oct. 7 (JDM).  There was a good crop of Red Oak acorns in Southeastern PEI
(R&LA).  Flush of Inky Cap (Copernicus spp) at North Rustico lawn and Fly
Agaric (Amanita muscaria) on Oct. 11  (JDM).  Leaf fall on Red Oak at Donagh
commenced on Oct. 14 (JDM).  Heavy leaf fall on Oct 21-23 destroyed much of the
phenomenal autumn colours in Queens County (JDM).  Harvested blueberry plants a
brilliant red at Glenroy (Scotchfort) on Nov. 2 (JtR).  Tansy Ragwort in flower &
several ripe raspberries were discovered at Borden on Nov. 12 (EM, WFB). 
Yarrow in flower at Johnston’s River on Nov. 19 & Traveller’s Rest on Nov. 26th

and Dec. 3 (JDM).  Chanterelles flushing at Gairlock Trail on Nov. 20 (JHS) and at
Woodland’s Trail on Nov. 24 (BH). 

INSECTS:  Camel Cricket (Ceuthophilus) at Donagh in July (JDM, RWH). 
Woolly Bear caterpillar on road at St. Andrews on Oct. 5 (JDM).  Harlequin or
Asian ladybeetle (Harmonia_axyridis) swarming at 24° C at Hardy’s Pond Oct. 6 (JtR) & 12 at Confederation
Trail shelter near blueberry field west of Morell on Nov. 9 (JtR).  Probable breeding cluster of Common Eastern

Bumblebee (Bombus impatiens) photographed at Bunbury on Oct.
7 (RT) & foraging on raspberry blossoms at Summerville on Oct.
21 (RWH).  Tri-
coloured Bumblebee
(Bombus ternarius)
foraging on raspberry
blossoms at
Summerville on Oct. 21
(RWH).  Clouded
Sulphur butterfly and
bumblebees foraging
on fall dandelion at
Travellers Rest on Oct.
19 (JDM, DFG, LY).
Autumnal Moth
(Epirrita autumnata)
attracted to light at

Summerville on Oct. 16 (RWH).  Winter Moth (Operophtera brumata)
and Green Cloverworm Moth (Hypena scabra) attracted to light at
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Barnacle encrusted American Lobster trapped off
North Rustico in June 2016

Photo by Harry Yeo 

Mink swimming at West River,
Bonshaw PE Oct. 15, 2016

Photo by Daphne Davey

Summerville on Oct. 31 (RWH).  Celery Leaftier Moth,
Celiana’s Acleris Moth and Fall Cankerworm Moth
photographed at Summerville on Nov. 17 to 19 (RWH).  
Moths and flies still flying the week of Nov. 20th at various
Queens County locations (JDM) and a spider still active at
Argyle Shore on Dec. 9 (JDM).

SCALLOPS & LOBSTER: There was an increase in the
number of lobsters and scallops encrusted with barnacles this
past year (HY).

AMPHIBIANS/REPTILES: Northern Leopard Frog in
dew wet lawn grass on Oct. 7 (JDM).  Partially eaten dead
Garter Snake on steps at Donagh on Oct. 2 (JDM) and 1 road
killed individual at Fort Augustus on Oct. 7 (JDM).  870
pound Leatherback Turtle found dead offshore of Brae by
oyster fisher on Oct.1 (WJM, CEG, PB).  Several Tree Frogs calling at Caledonia on Nov. 20 (JHS).

FISH: Striped Bass reported on Hillsborough River, Tryon River and at Rustico and Covehead Harbours this past
summer (HY, ACh, DCr).  The 2016 recreational fishery size limit on Mackerel was 26.3 cm (10.3") but this year
DFO closed the mackerel fishery on Oct 14 (DFO Order).  Fishers reported that, while there was a reasonable run
of mackerel this year, many of the fish were very small, less than tinker size (ACh, LY, HY).

MAMMALS: 3 Striped Skunk, 2 Red Fox and 4 raccoons on drive between
Savage Harbour and Donagh on Oct. 6 (JDM).  1 leucistic Red Squirrel with
white end to tail at Donagh most days in Oct. (JDM).  1 melanistic Red Squirrel
reported at undisclosed Queens County location in Nov. (DO).  Mink
photographed swimming near culvert at Bonshaw on Oct. 15 (DD). ~100 Gray
Seals at Rollo Bay on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT )& 2 at East Point on Nov. 15 (DO,
WCT).  Several Eastern Coyote calling at Summerville on Oct. 14 (RWH), large
one crossed Confederation Trail at between York and Suffolk on Nov. 9 (JtR),
pack howling at Donagh during full moon in Nov. (JDM), 2 at Stanhope on Dec.
21 (KM).  1 Minke Whale off East Point on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT).

BIRDS:   Greater White-fronted Geese - 1 with Canada Geese at Traveller’s
Rest on Oct. 4 (via GMal), 1 seen at Stanhope Golf Course in Oct. 14 (KC); 
Snow Goose - 2 at Glenfinnan the week of Oct. 19th (TDu, DC), 1 at Wilmot Valley in Nov. (GMal);  Brant - 1
immature female (Pale-bellied population colour morph) taken by hunters at South Rustico the week of Oct. 19th

(photographed at Cass’ Creek Trading Post DC) and a second one was reported but details are being sought on this
one (DC);  Barnacle Goose - 1 adult taken by hunters at Alberton the week of Oct, 19th (photographed at Cass’
Creek Trading Post DC);  Cackling Geese - group at Seven Mile Bay week of Oct. 5 (via GMal);  Canada Geese -
50 in Brackley Beach by Mill Stream cottages and 75 at Oyster Bed Rte #6 Pond on Sept. 30 (JDM), 1,000 in 5
flocks at Victoria on Oct. 7 (RA), ~400 at Cavendish Parks Canada Toll Booth field, 125 at Rustico Harbour, ~300
at Ellen’s Creek estuary on Oct. 11 (JDM), 350 at St. Peter’s on Oct. 15 (RC), 2,000 at St. Eleanor’s Lagoon and
soya bean field on Oct. 14 & 16 (HY, JDM) & 2,000+ in adjacent grain field on Oct. 23 & none following week
(JDM), 350 at Ellen’s Creek on Oct. 19 (RC), 700 at Souris on Oct. 29 (RC), 1,000+ at Linkletter Farms field in
Linkletter on Nov. 1 (JDM), 300+ in potato field in Traveller’s Rest on Oct. 18 & 20, & 120 on Nov. 10 (JDM, LY,
DFG), 2,000+ in grainfield at Cavendish West, 100 at Hunter River mill dam, 16 at Chappell Creek, and 20 at
Rollings Pond on Oct. 23 (JDM) & 800+ at Hunter River mill dam on Oct. 30 & on Nov. 10 & 2,000 on Nov. 26
(JDM), 75 at O’Keefe’s Lake on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 1,500+ at an hay field at the upper end west side of the
Pisquid Wildlife Management Area and 100 on Pisquid River on Nov. 11 (JDM), ~1,000 at Chapel’s Creek week
Nov. 9 (JtR), ~500 scared up by adult Bald Eagle at Desable on Nov. 12 (LY, JDM), 300+ at Souris Causeway on
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Leucistic Blue-winged Teal with normal coloured mount
Taxidermy by Danny Clark
Photo by Billy Dockendorff

Nov. 15 (DO, WCT), ~5,000 gleaning the corn from corn fields in Marshfield in Nov. (GK), ~500 off Locke Shore
Road in southern Malpeque Bay on Nov. 26 (JDM), >3,000 in corn field at Fredericton and ~1,000 in corn field on
Sherbrooke Air Base on Dec. 9 (JDM), 500+ at China Point on Dec. 12 (BMacK), ~500 along Hillsborough’s QEH
shoreline on Dec. 20 and ~500 at Bunbury on Dec. 28 (JDM);  Gadwall - 3 at Brackley-Covehead on Nov. 14
(SGC, RA, JBl, BCM, FdB), 6 males and 6 females at St. Peters on Oct. 29 (RC);  American Wigeon - 40 at New
Glasgow Pond on Oct 21. (JDM), 80 very nervous Gadwall landing and taking off amidst some Green-winged Teal
at Covehead Harbour Bridge marsh on Oct. 21 (JtR), 78 at Leslie’s Pond on Oct. 29 (RC), 10+  on Nov. 2 (DO,
WCT), & 41 on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT), 1 at Souris West on Nov. 13 (SCS), 120 at Wilmot River estuary on Nov. 17
(JDM); American Black Duck - 20 along North Shore Parkway between North Rustico and Cavendish on Oct. 7
(RA, BP), 300+ at Pisquid River WMA on Oct. 7 (JDM), 75 at Rollings Pond, 75 at North Rustico Harbour & 100
at St. Eleanor’s grainfield and lagoons on Oct. 23 (JDM), 100 at Souris Causeway on Oct. 29 (RC), 100+ at Rollo
Bay & 20+ at Leslie’s Pond on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 20 at Wilmot River estuary on Nov. 17 (JDM), 200 off Locke
Shore Road in southern Malpeque Bay on Nov. 26 (JDM), ~150 at Wilmot River on Dec. 9 (JDM);  Mallard - 2
along North Shore Parkway between North Rustico and Cavendish on Oct. 7 (RA, BP), 200+ at St. Eleanor’s
grainfield and lagoons & 20 in Cavendish West grainfield on Oct. 23 (JDM), 10+ at Leslie’s Pond on Nov. 2 & 1
on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT), 70 at Wilmot River estuary on Nov. 17 (JDM), 10 at Fox Meadows on Nov. 30 (LM), ~50

in pond and adjacent soya bean field at Argyle
Shore in late Nov. & early Dec (LY, JDM), 50 at
Wilmot River on Dec. 9 (JDM);  Blue-winged
Teal - leucistic individual taken at Big Pond on
Oct. 4 (BD), 2 at Deroche Pond on Oct 12 (LY); 
Northern Shoveler - pair at Woodville Mills on
Oct. 19 (JDS);  Northern Pintail - 3 at
Traveller’s Rest on Oct. 11 (GMal), 50 at North
Rustico Harbour & at Rollings Pond on Oct. 23
(JDM), 15 at Summerside on Oct. 30 (BO), 3 at
Rollo Bay on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 7 at Wilmot
River estuary on Nov. 17 (JDM), 1 at Chapels
Creek on Dec. 14 (JDM);  Green-winged Teal -
good numbers flying at Deroche Pond on Oct 12
(LY), 7 at St. Peter’s on Oct. 15 (RC), 16 at East
Lake on Oct. 15 (RC), 2 at Leslie’s Pond on Nov.
6 (SCS), 30 at Brackley-Covehead on Nov. 14
(SGC, RA, JBl, BCM, FdB);  Common Teal -
male seen at Watervale DU project on Dec. 1

(BD) & week of Dec. 14 (BMacK);   Ring-necked Duck - 6  at Leslie’s Pond on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT) & 10 on Nov.
6 (SCS), 3 at Sheep Pond on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Greater Scaup - 2 at Deroche Pond on Oct 12 (ACh, LY), 150
at Clarke’s Pond in Cavendish on Oct. 23 (JDM), about 500 at Lower Malpeque Bay on Dec. 9 (JDM);  Common
Eider - 10 along North Shore Parkway between North Rustico and Cavendish on Oct. 7 (RA, BP), 11 at East Point
on Oct. 10, 350 on Oct. 15, 150 on Oct. 29 (RC), 50+ on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 240 on Nov. 13 (SCS), & 100+ on
Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Harlequin Duck - 1 at East Point on Oct. 10, 2 on Oct. 29 (RC), 4 males on Nov. 2 (DO,
WCT), 12 on Nov. 6 (SCS), & a male & female on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Surf Scoter - 2 at Borden Lagoons on
Oct. 19 (RA), 10+ at East Point on Nov. 2 & 2 on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT), 2 off North Point on Nov. 14 (G&SF); 
White-winged Scoter - 1 at East Point on Oct. 10, 9 on Oct. 15 (RC), 4 on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 1 on Nov. 13
(SCS), &  20 on Nov. 15  (DO, WCT);  Black Scoter - 3 along North Shore Parkway between North Rustico and
Cavendish on Oct. 7 (RA, BP), 6 at East Point on Oct. 10, 300 on Oct. 15, 107 on Oct. 29 (RC), ~100 on Nov. 2
(DO, WCT), 12 on Nov. 13 (SCS), & 10+ on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT), 12 off North Point on Nov. 14 (G&SF);  Long-
tailed Duck - 3 at East Point on Oct. 10 & 18 on Oct. 29 (RC), 250 on Nov. 2 & 100+ on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT); 
Bufflehead - 1 at Deroche Pond on Oct. 25 (KP), 1 at Leslie’s Pond & 14 at Black Pond on Oct. 29 (RC), 5 at
Black Pond on Nov. 13 (SCS); Common Goldeneye - 1 at Hillsborough Bridge on Dec. 8 and about 500 at Lower
Malpeque Bay on Dec. 9 (JDM), 15+ at Vernon Bridge  on Dec. 12 (BMacK);  Barrow’s Goldeneye - 25+ at Hyde
Park on Dec. 11 (SGC), 6 at Vernon Bridge  on Dec. 12 (BMacK);  Hooded Merganser - 3 males & a female at
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Red-throated Loon off Cavendish PE
Photo by Dale Murchison

Great Egret at Leslie’s Pond at Souris West
September 2016

Photo by Dan McAskill

Moore’s Pond in Stratford on Oct. 28 & a male & female on Oct. 31 (LM), 6 at North Lake & 10+ at Leslie’s Pond
on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 2 at Black Pond on Nov. 13 (SCS), 3 at Leslie’s Pond on Oct. 29 (RC) & 3 on Nov. 15
(DO, WCT);  Common Merganser - 50+ at O’Keefe’s Lake & 2 at Leslie’s Pond on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 1 at
Brackley-Covehead on Nov. 14 (SGC, RA, JBl, BCM, FdB), 20+ at Vernon Bridge and 2 at Seal River on Dec. 12
(BMacK);  Red-breasted Merganser - 3 at Cavendish on Oct. 7 (RA, BP), 12 at O’Keefe’s Lake on Oct. 28 (DEJ),
6 at East Point on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 43 on Nov. 13 (SCS), & 1 on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Gray Partridge - 19
chicks in covey in spring and 12 in covey in late September & Oct. 21 at North Rustico (HY, JDM), 7 at Argyle
Shore on Nov. 11 (LY), covey of ~6 at Oyster Bed Bridge on Nov. 24 (BH);  Ring-necked Pheasant - hen at
Bunbury on Oct. 17 (JDM), female or immature at Donagh on Oct. 26 and 2 adult males on Oct. 27 (JDM), 3 at
Leslie’s Pond on Nov. 13 (SCS), 3 at Earnscliffe on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT), 4 near Souris on Dec. 14 (SAWF), 8 with
one male displaying in a soya bean field largely clear of snow in Donagh on Dec. 23 (WFB, EM) & Dec. 27 (JDM); 
Ruffed Grouse - 1 roadside at Fort Augustus on Oct. 7 (JDM), 2 at Donaldson on Oct. 5 (RWH), 1 at Donagh on

Oct. 17 (JDM), at Afton Road on Oct. 18 (BH), 1 at East Point on Nov. 2
(DO, WCT), 1 at Brackley-Covehead on Nov. 14 (SGC, RA, JBl, BCM,
FdB), 3 at Monticello on Nov. 17 & Dec. 12 (JGM), 1 at Borden on Nov.
12 (EM, WFB);  Sharp-tailed Grouse - 1 at Afton Road on Oct. 18 (BH);
Red-throated Loon - 1 photographed at Cavendish on Oct. 5 (DMur), 18
at Cavendish on Oct. 7 (RA, BP & Oct. ), 3 at East Point on Oct. 15 (RC),
3 at Wood Islands on Oct. 28 (KMcK), 3 at East Point on Oct. 29 (RC),
10+ at East Point on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 6 on Nov. 13 (SCS), & 30+ on
Nov. 15 (DO, WCT), calling off Desable on Nov. 12 (JDM), ~15 off North
Point on Nov. 14 (G&SF), 1 off Tignish Shore on Nov. 15 (INT); 
Common Loon - 1 at East Point on Oct. 29 (RC), 1 flying at Rollo Bay
and 1 flying at North Lake on Nov. 2 & 1 on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT), ~40 off
North Point on Nov. 14 (G&SF);  Horned Grebe - 1 at East Point on Oct.

29 (RC);  Pied-billed Grebe - 2 at Noonan’s Marsh on Oct. 19 (RA);  Red-necked Grebe - 6 at East Point on Nov.
2 (DO, WCT) & 3 on Nov. 6 (SCS);  Leach’s Storm Petrel - 1 at East Point on Oct. 10 (RC);  Northern Gannet -
several off shore at Savage Harbour on Oct. 7 (JDM), 2 found dead at outlet to Long Pond and several other
struggling birds in PEI National Park after wind storms from edge of Hurricane Michael on Oct. 11 (DO, WCT,
JJS), 250 at East Point on Oct. 15 (RC), 3 off Cavendish on Oct. 21 (JDM), 20 adults off North Rustico Harbour on
Oct. 23 (JDM), 2 immature at East Point on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 120 on Nov. 13 (SCS), & 9 immature & 1 adult on
Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);   Double-crested Cormorant - 400 at Hillsborough Bridge Piers on Oct. 6 through 27
(JDM), 41 along North Shore Parkway between North Rustico and Cavendish on Oct. 7 (RA, BP), 16 at East Point
on Oct. 15 (RC), 250 at Wood Islands on Oct. 18 (KMcK), 3 at Black Pond on Oct. 29 (RC), 12 at East Point on
Nov. 13 (SCS);  Great Cormorant - 6 along North Shore Parkway between North Rustico and Cavendish on Oct.

7 (RA, BP), 4 at East Point on Oct. 15 (RC), 4 at East Point on
Nov. 2 (DO, WCT) & 3 on Nov. 13 (SCS), 1 first year
photographed sitting on truck at Wellington IWMC site on Dec.
13 (EMa via FRC);  Great Blue Heron - 1 fighting wind and rain
at Rustico Harbour on Oct. 10 (JDM), 1 at Kensington on Oct. 11
(JDM), 5 on Hillsborough River shore at exit to Belvedere Pond
on Oct. 18 & 1 on Oct. 30 (JDM), 2 at Leslie’s Pond on Nov. 2 &
1 on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Great Egret - 1 at Leslie’s Pond on
Oct. 15 (RC), & 1 on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT) & on Nov. 5 (DMur); 
Turkey Vulture - 1 at Cherry Valley on Nov. 11 (RT), 1 at
Bunbury on Dec. 19 (RT);  Bald Eagle - 2 on nest site at Fort
Augustus on Oct. 18 & Nov. 2 with fresh branches placed by
Nov. 5 (JtR), 1-2 adults in Summerville yard most days since
mid-October, observed being harassed on different days by
American Crows, Common Ravens, Blue Jays and even a flock of
European Starlings. They seem to totally ignore them, which
appeared to only add to their exasperation. Some evenings we
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Hudsonian Godwit at Oyster Bed Bridge
October 18, 2016

Photo by John te Raa

have dinner with a show! (RWH), 1 immature roadside eating animal on Nov. 9 and it didn’t talk off even though
the car passed about 2 M away from it (JDM), 1 at Souris Causeway on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT), immature perched in
tree top at Fredericton on Nov. 17 (JDM), 2 immature & 1 mature flying at Monticello on Nov. 17 (JGM), 1
immature at Watervale on Dec. 11 (JDM);  Northern Harrier - 1 at South Melville on Oct. 7 (RA), 1 male at
North Rustico on Oct. 17 & 24 (JDM, HY), 1 adult male at Mount Vernon on Oct. 17 (KMcK), 1 at Donagh on
Oct. 18 (JDM), 1 at Traveller’s Rest on Oct. 19 (DFG, LY, JDM), 1 at Peakes on Oct. 6 (RWH), 1 at Rustico on
Oct. 31 (JtR), 2  at Anderson Road on Nov. 7 (BH), 1 at Desable on Nov. 12 (LY, JDM), male at Johnston’s River
on Dec. 11 (JDM), 2 at China Point on Dec. 12 (BMacK), 1 female flying during snow storm at New London on
Dec. 16 (TW);  Sharp-shinned Hawk - 1 being harassed by Blue Jays at Cameron’s Island on Oct. 7 (DO, WCT),
1 at East Point on Oct. 15 (RC), 1 at New Annan on Oct. 19 (JDM), several at Mount Herbert in Oct. (DC), 1
regularly at Crossroads feeder in Dec. (DO);  Cooper’s Hawk - 1 killed in vehicle strike at East Royalty on Aug.
16 and taxidermic mounted and photographed at Cass’s Creek Trading Post (DC);  Northern Goshawk - 1 found
dead at Monticello by apparent electrocution on Oct. 13 (LM), 5 on Hillsborough River shore at Belvedere Pond
exit on Oct. 18 (JDM), 1 unsuccessfully chased a Mourning Dove at Crossroads on Dec. 23 (DO);  Broad-winged
Hawk - 1 at Anderson Road on Nov. 7 (BH);  Red-tailed Hawk - 1 at Springvale on Oct. 1 (JDM), several at
Argyle Shore on Oct. 4 & on Nov. 7 (LY), 1 dark phase at Argyle Shore on Oct.18 (LY), 1 at Milton on Oct. 19
(JDM, DFG), 1 at New Glasgow on Oct. 30 (JDM), 1 at Glenfanning on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 2  at Anderson Road
on Nov. 7 (BH), 1 at Earnscliffe on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT), 1 at Traveller’s Rest and 1 at Norboro on Nov. 12 (EM,
WFB), 4 at Miscouche Bog on ~Nov. 22 and 3 in same area on Dec. 22 (KEM), 1 along Confed trail at Darlington
on Nov. 26 (JtR), 2 perched on power line at Abram’s Village by bridge in early Dec. (JV), 1 at Argyle Shore on
Dec. 6 (JDM, LY), 1 at Locke Shore Road on Dec. 9 (JDM), 1 on power lines at Stratford on Dec. 20 (DMu); 
Rough-legged Hawk - 1 dark phase at Earnscliffe on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT), 1 at Locke Shore Road on Dec. 9
(JDM);  Sandhill Crane - 1 at St. Peters on Oct. 15 (BG), 2 Sandhill Crane reported at Whitlock’s Pond week of
Oct. 19th (DC), 9 to 11 at Princeton Point week of Oct. 19th (KG, DC);  Black-bellied Plover - calling at Travellers
Rest on Oct. 3 (JDM), 4 at Desable on Oct. 5 (RA), 12+ at Rollo Bay on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 2 at Souris West on
Nov. 6 (SCS);  Semipalmated Plover - 20 at Desable on Oct. 5 (RA);   Killdeer - 1 calling at Green Bay on Oct.

16 (JW);  Spotted Sandpiper - 1 at Campbell’s Pond on Oct. 7 (RA,
BP); Greater Yellowlegs - 6 at Desable on Oct. 5 (RA), 2 at Oyster
Bed Bridge on Oct. 18 (JtR), 10 at North Rustico on Oct. 21 (JDM), 1
at Souris Causeway on Oct. 29 (RC);  Lesser Yellowlegs - 4 at Desable
on Oct. 5 (RA), 2 at St. Peter’s & 3 at East Lake on Oct. 15 (RC); 
Hudsonian Godwit - immature photographed at Oyster Bed Bridge on
Oct. 18 , Oct. 31, & on Nov. 4 & 8 (JtR);  Sanderling - 100 at Desable
on Oct. 5 (RA), 143 along North Shore Parkway between North Rustico
and Cavendish on Oct. 7 (RA, BP), 25 at Wood Islands on Oct. 18
(KMcK), 20+ at Rollo Bay on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 11 at Doyle’s Cove
on Nov. 11 (JtR), 3 at Covehead on Nov. 14 (SGC, RA, JBl, BCM,
FdB);  Dunlin - 12+ at Rollo Bay on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT);  Purple
Sandpiper - 2 at East Point on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT);  White-rumped
Sandpiper - 2 at Desable on Oct. 5 (RA); Semipalmated Sandpiper -
12 at Desable on Oct. 5 (RA); Short-billed Dowitcher - 2 at Desable
on Oct. 5 (RA);  Gulls - ~2,000 Herring and Ring-billed Gulls in a
potato field being harvested at Clinton area on Oct. 11 (JDM), 1 at East
Point on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Razorbill - 1 at East Point on Oct. 15
(RC), 2 on Nov. 13 (SCS), 30+ on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Black
Guillemot - 6 at East Point on Oct. 15 (RC), 8 on Nov. 13 (SCS), 20+
on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Black-legged Kittiwake - 3 at East Point on
Oct. 15 & 6 on Oct. 29 (RC), 12+ on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 20 on Nov. 6
(SCS) & 20+ on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Bonaparte's Gull - 5 at Rustico

Harbour on Oct. 10 (JDM), 2 fishing Atlantic silversides trap at New London and 80 at Chappell’s Creek on Oct.
23 (JDM), 50 at East Point on Oct. 15 (RC), 200 at Wood Islands on Oct. 18 & 130 on Oct 28. (KMcK), 13 at East
Point on Oct. 29 (RC), 10+ at East Point & 20+ at Souris Causeway on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT), 2 at Charlottetown on
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Immature Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at
Clearview Estates in Stratford

Sept. 20, 2016
Photo by Doug Murray

Dec. 11 (RC);  Black-headed Gull - 1 at photographed in Summerside on Dec. 9 (KA via Ebird Canada) & on 11
(BO);  Ring-billed Gull - 100+ in Johnston’s River field, 150 at Chappel’s Creek on Oct. 23 (JDM), 300+ at Souris
Causeway on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Herring Gull - 500 in two fields at Sherbrooke on Oct. 23 (JDM), 170 at
Wood Islands on Oct. 18 (KMcK), 1,000+ at Fredericton on Oct. 30 (JDM), 10 at Souris Causeway on Nov. 15
(DO, WCT);  Iceland Gull - 2 at Souris Lagoon on Nov. 2 & 2 on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Lesser Black-backed
Gull - 1 at South Lake on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT);  Great Black-backed Gull - 40 at Wood Islands on Oct. 18
(KMcK), 5 at Summerside on Oct. 23 (JDM), 4 at Stratford on Oct. 30 (JDM), 14 at Souris Causeway on Nov. 15
(DO, WCT), 40 at Summerside on Dec. 11 (BO);  Common Tern - 10 at Wood Islands on Oct. 18 (KMcK), 3 at
Summerside on Oct. 30 (BO);  Razorbill - 30+ at East Point on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Black Guillemot - 2 at East
Point on Nov. 2 & 20+ on Nov. 15 (DO, WCT);  Rock Pigeon - 25 at Charlottetown on Oct. 11 (JDM), 6 pure
white individuals at Norboro potato field on Oct. 16 (JDM), 3 at new Annan & 30 at South Rustico on Oct. 30
(JDM), ~50 at Linkletter Farms on Nov. 1 (JDM), 14 at Winsloe South on Dec. 9 (DEJ);  Mourning Dove - 5 at
North Rustico on Oct. 9 & 8 on Oct. 30 (JDM), 7 at Horne’s Cross Road on Nov. 5 (VB), 2 at Winsloe South on
Dec. 9 (DEJ);  Great Horned Owl - 1 flying during daylight hours at Mount Herbert in Oct. (DC), calling at
Stanhope on Nov. 14 (BH), 1 calling at Monticello during Nov. (JGM), 1 photographed interacting with crows &
raven at Charlottetown on Nov. 20 (ED via Birding on PEI);  Barred Owl - 1 struck vehicle window near Hunter
River on Nov. 17 and it recovered and was released from AVC on Dec. 7 (CY via Birding on PEI), 1 at Horne’s
Cross Road Dec. 7 (VB), 1 at Tea Hill on Dec. 16 and 1 the week before (FdB), 1 being mobbed by crows in the
trees at the Coles Building in Charlottetown on Dec. 21 (JEB via LB & INT, DEJ);  Belted Kingfisher - 1 at Green

Bay on Oct. 29 (JW), 2 at MacVanes Creek on Oct. 29 (RC),1 at Black
Pond on Nov. 13 (SCS), 1 at Brackley on Nov. 14 (SGC, RA, JBl, BCM,
FdB), 1 at Monticello on Nov. 17 & 1 on Dec. 13 (JGM), 1 at Fox
Meadows on Nov. 30 (LM), 1 at Bunbury on Dec. 2 (RT);  Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker - juvenile photographed at Clearview Estates feeder on Sept.
20 (DMu);  Downy Woodpecker - 1 at Donagh feeder on Nov. 3 & male
on Dec. 5 & Dec. 16 (JDM), at Summerside feeders on Nov. 10 (TF), 1 at
South Melville on Nov. 30 (RA), 2 at Horne’s Cross Road Dec. 4 (VB), 2
at Winsloe South on Dec. 9 (DEJ), at Tea Hill on Dec. 15 (FdB); Hairy
Woodpecker - 1 at Donagh feeder on Nov. 3 & Dec. 16 (JDM), 1 at
Horne’s Cross Road Dec. 4 (VB), 1 at Winsloe South on Dec. 9 (DEJ), at
Tea Hill on Dec. 15 (FdB);  Northern Flicker - 1 at Donagh on Sept. 30
(JDM), 1 at Horne’s Cross Road Nov. 5 & Dec. 4 (VB), 1 at Argyle Shore
feeders on Nov. 19 (LY, JDM), 1 at Tea Hill on Dec. 15 (FdB), 1 at
Clearview Estates in Stratford on Dec. 18 & Dec. 20 (DMu);  Black-
backed Woodpecker - 1 at South Melville on Oct. 26 (RA), 1 at Bubbling
Springs Trail PEI National Park on Nov. 21 (RMe);  Pileated
Woodpecker - 1 at Lower Freetown on Dec. 11 (GLS via BCo); 
American Kestrel - 1 at Brackley Beach on Sept. 30 (JDM), 1 at
Roseneath ~Oct. 6 (DMur), 1 at Earnscliffe on Dec. 12 (BMacK);  Merlin
- female at Rollo Bay on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 1 stooping through a ball of
starlings at Hillsborough Bridge on Dec. 14 (DO), 1 at Crossroads feeder
area on Dec. 23 (DO);  Peregrine Falcon - 1 hunting at Cameron’s Island

on Oct. 7 (DO, WCT), 1 photographed at Orby Head on Oct. 31 (JtR);  Northern Shrike - 1 at Monticello on Dec.
11 (JGM);  Gray Jay - at least 4 at Dromore on Oct. 5 (CR) & 1 on Oct. 18 (BH), 2 seen along Confederation Trail
between Mount Stewart and Morell on Nov. 2 (JtR), 2 at St. Georges on Oct. 18 (JDS), 1 at Stanhope on Dec. 21
(KM);  Blue Jay - dozens being seen roadside and along hedges between Charlottetown, Donagh and Savage
Harbour on Oct. 5-7 (JDM), 30+ at Cameron’s Island on Oct. 7 (DO, WCT), 15 at East Point on Oct. 15 (RC), at
Summerside feeders on Nov. 10 (TF), 20+ at Reeve’s Estates on Nov. 12 (DO), 14 at Stanhope feeders in Nov.
(BH), 5 at South Melville on Nov. 30 (RA), lots at Monticello on Dec. 11 (JGM);  American Crow - ~50 in 2
hours at North Rustico on Oct. 11 but only 5 in 5 hours on Oct. 24 (JDM), ~50 at Desable flying from east shortly
after dawn on Nov. 12 (LY, JDM), 100+ at China Point on Dec. 12 (BMacK);  Common Raven - 2  in 2 hours at
North Rustico on Oct. 11 & 5 in 5 hours on Oct. 24 (JDM);  Horned Lark  - ~50 at potato field in Traveller’s Rest
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on Oct. 15 (JDM) & 15 on Oct. 19 (JDM, DFG), 1 at Argyle Shore on Dec. 6 (JDM);  Black-capped Chickadee -
42 at East Point on Oct. 15 (RC), in shrubs at North Rustico in mid to late Oct. (JDM, HY), 9 at South Melville on
Nov. 30 (RA), 4 to 8 daily at Donagh feeders from Oct to mid-Dec., (JDM); Boreal Chickadee - 3 at Monticello on Nov. 17 &
2 on Nov. 29 & 2 on Dec. 12 (JGM);  Red-breasted Nuthatch - 1 to 2 daily at Donagh feeders in Oct. & Nov. & Dec. (JDM),
1 at Fox Meadows on Nov. 30 (LM);  White-breasted Nuthatch - 1 at Summerside feeders on Nov. 10 (TF), 1 at Horne’s
Cross Road Dec. 4 (VB), 1 at Stratford (Clearview Estates) on Dec. 13 (DMu);  Brown Creeper - 1 at Fox Meadows on Nov.
30 (LM); Virginia Wren - 1 in garage in Montague on Nov. 17 (DMur);  Golden-crowned Kinglet - 1 on deck at Green Bay
on Oct. 30 (JW), 4 at Dromore on Nov. 12 (RC), 3 at Monticello on Nov. 17 (JGM), several at Fox Meadows on Nov. 30 (LM); 
American Robin - 5 at New London on Oct.  11 (JDM), about 200 in steady movement of small groups to the north over two
hours at Deroche Pond on Oct. 12 (LY), 1 at East Point on Oct. 15 (RC), 6 at St. Eleanor’s on Oct. 30 (JDM), very low
numbers in Queens County in Nov. (JDM, WFB, EM);  European Starling - 1000s murmuring around the Hillsborough
Bridge as they headed into the roost under the bridge in Nov. (JDM);  Cedar Waxwing - 47 at East Point on Oct. 15 (RC); 
Bohemian Waxwing - 1 at East Point on Nov. 2 (DO, WCT), 56 at Community of East Point  & 250 at East Point on Oct. 29
(RC);  American Pipit - 1 flew over Cameron’s Island on Oct. 5 & 3 on Oct. 7 (DO, WCT);  Snow Bunting - 2 at Tignish
Shore on Nov. 15 (INT posting to Birding on PEI Facebook Site), flock at Monticello on Nov. 17 & 2 on Nov. 29 & 20 on Dec.
12 (JGM), ~20 at Argyle Shore on Nov. 19 (JDM, LY), 180 at Brackley Bay-Covehead on Nov. 24 (ANM);  Pine Warbler - 1
adult male at Rocky Point sunflower seed feeder from Nov. 29 to Dec. 3 (LD), 1 photographed at St. Eleanor’s on Dec. 7
(posted to Birding on PEI Facebook site);  Yellow-rumped Warbler - 1 at Horne’s Cross Road Oct. 9 (VB);  Sparrows -
dozens being seen roadside and along hedges between Charlottetown, Donagh and Savage Harbour on Oct. 5-7 (JDM);
American Tree Sparrow - 2 at South Melville & 1 at Donagh feeders on Nov. 30 (RA, JDM), 1 at Donagh feeders on Dec.
10-12 & 3 on Dec. 12 & 4 in snow storm on Dec. 16 & 10 on Dec. 17 (JDM); Savannah Sparrow - 8 at North Lake & 1 at
East Point on Oct. 15 (RC);  Song Sparrow - small groups being seen moving along hedges and roadside in 1st week of Oct in
Queens and NW Kings Counties (JDM), 6 at North Lake & 2 at Community of East Lake on Oct. 15 (RC) 1 at Monticello on
Nov. 17 (JGM), 1 at Brackley Bay-Covehead on Nov. 24 (ANM), 3 at China Point on Dec. 12 (BMacK);  White-throated
Sparrow - 3 at Horne’s Cross Road Oct. 9 (VB);  Dark-eyed Junco - 5 feeding in field edge at North Rustico on Oct. 16-7
(JDM), 2 to 4 at Donagh feeders on Nov. 26-7 and up to 8 daily in Dec (JDM), 5 at South Melville on Nov. 30 (RA), many at
Tea Hill feeders on Dec. 16 (FdB);  Northern Cardinal - male at Fernwood on Nov. 5 (GMcC);  Red-winged Blackbird - 6
entering a Scotchfort standing cornfield on Oct. 5 (JDM) & Oct. 6 (WFB, EM), 1 at North Rustico on Oct. 9 (JDM), 40 at
Horne’s Cross Road Oct. 9 (VB), 1 leucistic individual at Reeve’s Estates feeders on ~ Dec. 5 (DO), 25+ at Belle River feeders
on Dec. 16 (T&AL); Yellow-headed Blackbird - male photographed at Belle River feeders on Dec. 16 (T&AL via BCo &
DCS))   Common Grackle - ~100 in woods at North Rustico on Sept. 26 (HY), 1 at Stanley Bridge on Oct. 11 (JDM), 150
near Union Road on Oct. 25 (JtR), 50 at Rollings Pond on Nov. 9 (JtR);  Brown-headed Cowbird - 1 at Horne’s Cross Road
Nov. 7 (VB);  Baltimore Oriole - 1 autumn immature male at Halliday Road in Eldon on Nov. 7 (FdB), 1 at unspecified PEI
location on Dec. 7 (AKM via RA - posted to Birding on PEI Facebook site);  Purple Finch - 1 at South Melville on Oct. 22
(RA), 1 at Winsloe South feeders on Oc. 22 (DEJ), at Summerside feeders on Nov. 10 (TF);  Common Redpoll - 4 at Argyle
Shore on Dec. 6 (JDM);  Pine Siskin - 3 at East Point on Oct. 15 (RC), 1 at Horne’s Cross Road Nov. 1 (VB), at Summerside
feeders on Nov. 10 (TF); American Goldfinch - at Summerside feeders on Nov. 10 (TF), 13 at Horne’s Cross Road Dec. 4
(VB), 14 at South Melville on Nov. 30 (RA), 5 at Donagh feeders during storm on Dec. 16 (JDM);  Evening Grosbeak -
female at South Lake area on Oct. 29 (HB), female at Reeve’s Estates on Nov. 12 & 1 heard the week before (DO), 2 males at
Crapaud feeders on Nov. 14 (only 3rd time she’s seen them since moving to this property in 2010) & 4 males & 3 females on
Nov. 27 & 15, mostly males, on Dec. 11 & 1 on Dec. 16 & 4 on Dec. 26 (DD), male at South Lake on Nov. 14 (HB), 1 male at
West Royalty feeders on Nov. 29 (DC&ES), 1 heard at Fox Meadows on Nov. 30 (LM);  House Sparrow - ~12 at Traveller’s
Rest splashing in puddle on Oct. 11 (JDM).

Thanks to the following contributors who provided records for this listing, namely: KA - Karel Allard; RA - Ron Arvidson;
R&JA - Rachel and John Allen; R&LA - Roger & Lenore Andrew;  HB - Hélène Blanchet;  JBl - Jean Blanchard; JEB - John
Boylan; LB - Lynn Berko; PB - Peter Boudreau; VB - Vanessa Bonnyman; WFB - Bill Bowerbank; ACh - Arnold Chappell;
BCo - Brenda Cobb; DC - Danny Clark; DCr - Duncan Crawford; EC- Elwood Coakes; FRC - Rosemary Curley; HC - Helen
Cottreeau; KC - Kate Curley; RC- Ray Cooke; SGC - Sharon Clark; BD - Billy Dockendorff; DD - Daphne Davey; ED - Evan
Dickson; FdB - Fiep de Bie; JD - JoAnne Dunphy; LD - Lois Doan; TDu -Tommy Duffy; G&SF - Greg & Sandra Feetham; TF
- Tiber Falzett; W&SF - Warren & Sherron Foulkes; CEG - Chuck Gallison; DFG - Diane Griffin; KG - Kier Guindon; MRG -
Marlene Guignion; BH - Ben Hoteling; RWH - Robert Harding; DEJ - Don Jardine; AKM - Ann Kilbride-MacDonald; GK -
Glen Kelly; BCM  - Bonnie McOrmond;  BMacK - Brett MacKinnon; DMur - Dale Murchison; DMu - Doug Murray; EM -
Evelyn Martin; EMa - Elizabeth Mallett; GMal - George Mallett; GMcC - Gail McCourt; JDM - Dan McAskill; JGM - Gerald
MacDonald (formerly listed as GM); KM - Kathy Martin; KEM - Kate MacQuarrie; KMcK - Ken McKenna; LM - Lucas
MacCormack; NM - Nicole Murtagh;  PM - Phil McCabe; RMe - Richard Meara; SMcB - Scott McBurney; WJM - Wade
MacKinnon; ANM - Avery Nagy-MacArthur; CN - Carol Nicholson; BO - Brennan Obermayer; DO - Dwaine Oakley; BDP -
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Brad Potter; BP - Brenda Penak; KP - Keith Pigot; CR - Clarence Ryan;  JtR - John te Raa; AES - Atmospheric Environment
Services; DC&ES - David & Elaine Seeler; GLS - Lawrence Smith; GS - Gary Schneider; IS - Ian Scott; JDS - John D.
Somers; JHS - Jim Sutton; JJS - June Jenkins Sanderson; SCS - Scott Sinclair; INT - Island Nature Trust; RT - Reg Thompson;
JV - Julie Vasseur; AW - Anne Wootton; JW - Jackie Waddell; TW - Trevor Wadman; SAWF - Souris & Area Wildlife
Federation; WCT - Wildlife Conservation Technology Class; CY - Craig Younker; HY - Harry Yeo; LY - Lorne Yeo.

ENVIRONMENTAL CALENDAR:
Note:  All Society presentations and field trips are open to the public.   

Society meetings start at 7:30 PM at  Beaconsfield, the Carriage House, corner of West and Kent Street,
Charlottetown.  YN = young naturalists encouraged to attend or participate

Dec. 31 (Saturday) - The Montague Christmas Bird Count.  Please contact Scott Sinclair via E-mail at
scsinclair@pei.sympatico.ca for information or to register.  The date may change in the advent of severe
weather so please contact your coordinator.

Jan. 2  (Monday) -  The Hillsborough Christmas Bird Count (rescheduled from Dec. 27).  There will be a
pot-luck after the event for participants at 6 PM.  Please contact Dan McAskill at 569-4351 or E-mail at
jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca for information or to register.  The date may change in the advent of severe
weather so please contact your coordinator. 

Jan. 3rd  - Prince Edward Island gone wild: photography by Sean Landsman  Sean Landsman will be the guest
speaker for the Society’s Annual meeting which starts at 7:30 PM at Stratford Town Hall,  YN

Jan. 21st  - PEI Winter Woodlot Tour. The event includes horse and sleigh rides, winter birds, tree identification,
snowshoeing and hot cider, demonstrations and much more. It runs from 9 am to 1 pm and is located at 452
Clyde Road in New Glasgow.  For more information please see the Wheatley River Improvement Group
Facebook site.

February 7th  - Members Night.  This evening will feature pictures, stories, poetry from our members.  Members
are asked to submit their pictures or other wildlife memorabilia and include a caption for each or their
stories or poetry to Gerald MacDougall (see inner cover).  The Society’s meeting which starts at 7:30 PM. 
It is anticipated it will be at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West and Kent, Charlottetown if the
renovations are completed but please check the Nature PEI website at www.naturepei.ca . YN

February 17th to 20th - 2017 Great Backyard Bird Count - This free 4-day annual event allows bird watchers to
contribute their sightings be it in their backyard or on a field trip. See http://gbbc.birdcount.org/ YN

March 7th - Live Tiny Die Never - Tardigrades on PEI.  Emmy Perry will be the guest speaker (speaking via
Skype) for the Society’s meeting which starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of West
and Kent, Charlottetown. YN

April 4th - Following the Fish: Tracking Halibut in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Travis James will be the guest
speaker for the Society’s meeting which starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner of
West and Kent, Charlottetown. YN

April 28nd - Island Nature Trust Annual Dinner & Auction - is set for Top of the Park at Red Shores
in Charlottetown with reception starting at 6 PM and meal at 7 PM.  A beautiful buffet meal,
raffles and auction will help to raise funds for the Trust’s ongoing land conservation and
acquisition program.  Tickets are $50.  To arrange tickets, please contact the Trust at 902-892-
7513.

May 2rd - Tucking Your Socks In - Ticks in the Maritimes Cause New Style Trends.  Kami Harris will be the
guest speaker for the Society’s meeting which starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s Carriage House, corner
of West and Kent, Charlottetown. YN

May 27th - Nature PEI’s Bain Bird Count - This is the Society’s spring bird count which documents the
movement of migrating birds to PEI.  The counts can take place anywhere on the Island between
midnight and midnight during this day.   Birders are encouraged to form teams and participate in
this event. For more information, please contact Dan McAskill at 902-569-4351 or by email at
jdmcaskill@pei.sympatico.ca

June 6th - Arizona Dreamin’ - Birding Where Its Much Warmer.  Rosemary Curley, Diane Griffin & Dan
McAskill will be the guest speakers for the Society’s meeting which starts at 7:30 PM at Beaconsfield’s
Carriage House, corner of West and Kent, Charlottetown. YN
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Weekly Minimum Shorebird Numbers Observed in the PEINP During 2016
132 Excursions from 15th April to 25th November, 2016

© 2016 David & Elaine Seeler

April May June July August September October November

Species  18        25   2           9        16      23     30  6      13      20     27 
  4       11         18          25  
    

 1         8        15      22       29 5        12       19      26  3         10       17     24         31    7          14

BBPL 1 18 31 43 73 2 1 1 17 16 40 87 57 29 61 50 94 148 127 79 1 9

AMGP 3 2 2 1 1 1

SEPL 1 2 4 130 165 167 90 79 71 115 3 65 78 3 30 1 1

WHIM 17 11

HUGO 1 2

RUTU 1 4 10 29 8 2 2 5 3 1 1

REKN 1 3 25 2 3 7 7 7 7 7 6 8 2 1

RUFF 1

STSA 1

SAND 2 1 10 3 11 10 18 6 13 8

DUNL 1 1 1 4 74 270 198 133 167 131 17 31 3

BASA 4 9 1 1 1 5

LESA 12 15 9 12 42 114 116 55 90 18 51 70 35 78 47 1 2

WRSA 1 2 3 6 5 1 4 2 3 3 2 19 10

SESA 3 55 42 70 52 22 3 50 83 411 66 213 138 168 12 100 286 200 38 28

SBDO 1 2 3 12 64 47 192 134 63 84 78 10 1 1 1 1

LBDO 1

GRYE 3 1 11 52 8 9 4 1 10 7 40 65 97 87 27 84 45 32 15 1 2 12 6 3 1 6 5

WILL 3 4 6 5 13 8 9 14 8 14 4 6 3 2 2

LEYE 6 12 5 2 22 19 92 59 60 54 19 55 13 15 1 3 5

In Co-operation with Prince Edward Island National Parks—Parks Canada and the Canadian Wildlife Service, Government of Canada
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